Dear Friends,
Having been back in Circuit from Sabbatical for two weeks I am feeling that
perhaps a little holiday is needed! The gift of a three month sabbatical has been
wonderful but the coming back a little overwhelming. I’d forgotten the sheer
volume of work we somehow manage to
generate and achieve in Brunswick and across
the Circuit! But what a thoroughly enjoyable
experience it was exploring Vietnam which was
full of lovely surprises, awe inspiring scenery and
beautiful people. I travelled the length and
breadth of the country from Ho Chi Minh in the
South to Hanoi in the north and after meeting
a young local Vietnamese man in a coffee shop
at the end of the street where I was staying,
found myself on a ten hour bus trip with twenty
three other young Vietnamese up into the
Highlands to climb the mountain of ‘God’. A
most marvellous but rather strenuous excursion!
While overseas I was absolutely thrilled and
delighted to hear that Brunswick had been
awarded the Queen’s Award for Voluntary Services. What a marvellous
achievement and so thoroughly deserved by the many devoted and
hardworking members of Brunswick Church who give an incredible amount of
time and energy to enable the extensive work of the church not only to
continue but to flourish. We never seek an earthly reward for our labours but it
is wonderful for the church to be nationally recognised for its selfless and often
costly devotion to the well-being of society and the desire to nurture and
encourage human flourishing. I am constantly reminded of the words of God
spoken through the prophet Jeremiah to the exiled people:
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‘But seek the welfare of the city where I have sent you into
exile, and pray to the LORD on its behalf, for in its welfare
you will find your welfare.’
The Lord Lieutenant will be presenting the Queen’s Award
here at Brunswick on the evening of the 24th September at
6pm to which all members, friends and supporters are
cordially invited.
During the final weeks of my sabbatical I spent twelve
days at Ampleforth, a Benedictine monastery with a 600
pupil school attached. Ampleforth is set in over 1500
acres of beautiful Yorkshire land and has had
Benedictine monks resident for over 200 years. I lived
among the community sharing
in the six Offices a day, one of
them in Latin(!) and the first
being at 6.00am(!) and then
disciplined myself to pray, read and write a spiritual
journal every morning until lunchtime. After lunch I
often walked the extensive grounds. The first few days
were difficult as I tried to slow my mind and body to a
new routine and pace. I was often tempted to jump in
my car and drive away, but I persisted and it paid off.
The retreat was a time of real spiritual refreshment and renewal and I
experienced a growing closeness again to God. And as I made myself available
for God, so He spoke to me in many different ways. Often when God seems
distant it is we who have moved, not God.
On returning to Brunswick it was thrilling to be able to share
with Jill and Liesl in blessing Lola and Benga’s marriage. They
had already married in their home country of Nigeria but
were very keen to receive the blessing of their adopted
church family here at Brunswick and we were delighted to
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be part of it and wish them God’s richest blessing as they commence their
married life together.
Whilst it is wonderful to be back in Britain and at Brunswick Methodist Church
amongst friends, I have really been quite saddened reading and digesting the
statistical returns for the Methodist Church in Great Britain over the past
decade. The stark reality is that during the past ten years the Methodist Church
in Great Britain has declined by over a third, 100,000 members, gone. For every
seven new people we welcome the church loses 12 through death. Our work
amongst children and young people has declined by over 58% and 51% of our
congregations are now aged 66-80 years. These are startling statistics reminding
me of the urgency to win and nurture disciples of Christ – not so much to save
the Methodist Church but to build the Kingdom of God.
So, I am glad to have time away for refreshment and renewal and I am glad to
be back amongst the Brunswick community to work with all energy and
enthusiasm to preach and promote the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Every blessing to you all
Eden

From Vietnam to Ampleforth Abbey via Buckingham Palace
Rev Eden Fletcher invites you to an evening of reflection and stories from his
three month sabbatical. Brunswick Church Hall, Friday 29th August 2014 at
6pm. Light refreshments will be served.
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Brunswick News – Students and Young Adults
Summer 2014
The summer is here and we’ve said
goodbye to a lot of our students
until September. It has been a quiet
month but we’ve had a lot of fun
with those still around. Here is a
picture of us playing boules at the
beach on the Quayside just before
we headed up to Quilliam Brothers
Tea House for tea and cake.
Graduations
We have been celebrating the successes of many of our new graduates. Vincent,
Wisdom, Grace and Hansen all received 1st Class degrees. We want to
congratulate all those who got through the tough study periods, exams and
deadlines and who are stepping into the next stages of student life or going on
to work.
Hannah and Carl – Summer Wedding in the Isle of Man
In the summer we are celebrating from afar with Carl and
Hannah who are getting married on the Isle of Man.
Please pray for them on 9th August which is their big day!

Summer Break
I’m heading off on holiday in August, as are many of our Global Family - please
pray for great adventures, relaxation and rest in God. Pray for the safe return in
September for all our students and young adults after a well-deserved summer
break. We have an exciting new academic year ahead of us from September
with many new activities for students and young adults.
5

Vincent is moving to London
We are also saying goodbye to Vincent in
September as he is heading off to London
Imperial College to study for his PhD. We will all
miss Vincent at Brunswick on Sunday mornings
and at Global Family but we wish him the best in
his studies and are looking forward to hearing about all the exciting new things
he is involved with in London when he comes back to visit.

Jill Foster

One of Brunswick's World War 1
Memorial Plaques, which will be
re-dedicated during morning
worship on 10th August 2014, and
then re-hung
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Church Family News
Congratulations to Joan! On Saturday 19th July Joan Kelsall was presented with
a Long Service Medal by the Friends of The Royal Northern Sinfonia in
recognition of 40 years’ service in the Chorus of the Royal Northern Sinfonia,
1974 - 2014. Joan is one of only three founder members. We wish you many
more happy years of singing!
A Note of Thanks from ‘The Rosses’
Ritson and Alan Ross would like to thank all our friends of the ‘Brunswick Family’
for their prayers, cards and best wishes during my recent sojourn in hospital
concerning my angina operations and Alan’s stay in a residential home.
I would like to express a special word of thanks to Mrs Joan Turner, Deacon
Liesl, June and Derrick Appleyard and Christine Beck, to whom I shall be forever
grateful.
At this moment in time, I am recovering quite well but if anyone has any spare
body parts lying around I will be glad to accept them!
With love and gracious blessings, Ritson
Door Stewarding
Ritson Ross, who served as a door steward during Sunday morning worship has
recently resigned. On behalf of everyone who he has welcomed through the
doors with hymn books, notices and a pleasant humour on Sunday mornings, I
would like to thank him for his faithful service of 20 years.
I am happy to announce that Barbara Dodds has agreed to take over this duty,
and I would like to thank her for her commitment.
Hena Mookerji

Wider Methodist News
Songs of Praise in Gosforth!
Songs of Praise are looking for people to sing in two programmes being
recorded at Trinity Church on Gosforth High Street in September. If you decide
to join the choir for this, you must attend both the rehearsal and the recording
for each programme (you can take part in both programmes, or only one).
The first recording will be on 27th September (for broadcast on 12th October)
and the second will be on 28th September (for broadcast on future editions of
the programme). The conductor will be Geoff Ellerby.
Details are:
Combined Choir Rehearsal: Monday 22nd September, 7.30pm to 9.30pm.
Television Recording: Saturday 27th September, 2pm to 5pm.
Combined Choir Rehearsal: Tuesday 23rd September, 7.30pm to 9.30pm.
Television Recording: Sunday 28th September, 2pm to 5pm.
All of the above will take place at Trinity Gosforth.
To obtain tickets contact songsofpraise@bbc.co.uk or phone 0161 335 8429.
The deadline for ticket applications is Monday 8th September, and tickets will
be sent out after that date.

Circuit Service in Benton
August 31st – Circuit Service at 6pm at St Andrew's, Benton.
Welcome Service for Rev. Gavin Hume (pictured right) and
Celebration of the New Connexional Year - led by Rev. Leo
Osborn
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Further details of this also available from Fiona in the Church Office
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First World War Centenary
Tyne & Wear Archives & Museums Home Front Project
Various locations across Newcastle and Gateshead
In commemoration of the centenary of the First World War in 2014,
exhibitions, events, learning and community projects are planned in
several museums and galleries across Tyne and Wear, and are designed
to allow audiences and participants to explore the local impact of the war
on the people and places of the North East.
Tyne & Wear Archives & Museums will be delivering the project in
partnership with Sunderland Museums and Heritage, who manage
Sunderland Museum and Winter Gardens. The home front centenary
commemorations will take place at the Laing Art Gallery and Discovery
Museum in Newcastle; South Shields Museum & Art Gallery; Tyne &
Wear Archives; Segedunum Roman Fort in Wallsend; Sunderland
Museum & Winter Gardens; and Newcastle University’s Hatton Gallery.
www.twmuseums.org.uk
 War Art Laing Art Gallery, Newcastle: 10 May 2014 – 19 October
2014
 WW1 Segedunum Roman Fort, Wallsend: 31 July 2014 – 26 April
2015
 Screaming Steel Hatton Art Gallery, Newcastle: 19 September
2014 – 31 January 2015
 WW1 Discovery Museum, Newcastle: 25 October 2014 – 28 June
2015
 Local Heroes South Shields Museum & Art Gallery: February 2015
– May 2015
 Home Defence Sunderland Museum & Winter Garden: March 2015
– Jun 2015
 WW1 Commercial Battalion Exhibition City Library Level 6:
August
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Churches Win Royal Approval For Volunteer Work
Two Methodist churches have been honoured with the Queen’s Award for
Voluntary Service.
Created to mark the Queen’s Golden Jubilee in 2002, the award
recognises the outstanding contributions that groups of volunteers make
to local communities. It has an equivalent status for voluntary groups as
the MBE for individuals.
Swan Bank church in Burslem, Stoke-on-Trent, and Brunswick Methodist
church in Newcastle upon Tyne were among this year’s recipients. Both
churches have a wide social ministry made possible by volunteers who
give freely of their time and talents.
Honour
Swan Bank’s superintendent minister, the Rev Ashley Cooper, said: “We
were delighted to hear of the news of the Queen’s Award. It is an honour
to receive it and it is a testament to the dedication and commitment of the
many volunteers at Swan Bank who work tirelessly within the community.”
Brunswick’s superintendent minister the Rev Eden Fletcher said he was
“thrilled” that the church had been “recognised and publicly thanked for
the significant contribution that the church makes to the local and wider
community.” He added: “I am, as always, so very proud and humbled to
be a part of the ministerial team at this time and to lead this Methodist
community in the heart of our great city of Newcastle upon Tyne.”
Others among the 111 recipients included Street Pastors groups in
Merton and Taunton, Beachy Head Chaplaincy Team and the Coventry
City Mission.
Methodist Recorder 19th June 2014
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Thou shalt not be a bystander
‘When an alien resides with you in your land, you shall not oppress the alien. The
alien who resides with you shall be to you as the citizen among you; you shall
love the alien as yourself, for you were aliens in the land of Egypt: I am the Lord
your God.’ Leviticus 19: 33-34
At the beginning of Refugee Week,
on June 16th, at the Charity Dinner
organised by Action Foundation
(where I work), attended by more
than 200 people, the after dinner
speaker, Zrinka Bralo, spoke
movingly about her own
experience of asylum. Having had a
wonderful childhood and excellent
education in Sarajevo, and on the
brink of a promising career as a
journalist, she was suddenly thrust
Zrinka Bralo, 4th from right, with staff and
into the horror of war in 1992. She volunteers of Action Foundation and members of
Crossings
spoke of her time as an asylum
seeker in the UK, of her battle with
the Home Office when they initially denied her application for asylum, and of
her subsequent work as executive director of the Migrant and Refugee
Communities Forum in London, all of which led to her being a winner of the
2011 Voices Of Courage Award by the Women's Refugee Commission in New
York. She ended her speech by giving us three more commandments: Thou shalt
not be a victim; Thou shalt not be a perpetrator; and Thou shalt not be a
bystander.
This last ‘commandment’ in particular brought me back to our recent award
here at Brunswick, the Queen’s Award for Voluntary Service. It is because we do
not wish to be bystanders that we support and house projects such as Ubuntu,
BFG, SMART, Scarpa, GAP, the Salvation Army soup kitchen, and (in the past)
Kumasi. It is because we do not wish to be bystanders that we have free food
that we can hand out to those who need it. It is because we do not wish to be
bystanders that we support the West End Food Bank so generously. It is
because we do not wish to be bystanders that we run Listening Post from our
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premises. I could go on. And it is because we do not wish to be bystanders that
we do all of it voluntarily. Of course we are grateful that our work has been
recognised, but let us also be thankful that, as ‘the church at the heart of the
city’, we are free to speak and act and serve God in this way, and not stand by
on the other side.
‘Serving, like prayer or fellowship or worship, is simply an intrinsic part of our
faith, rather like breathing air - it is second nature to us and something for which
we seek no earthly reward.’ Eden Fletcher
Ruth Colclough

Presented to the Trustees of
Brunswick Wesleyan Church by
J.W.M. Simms, in memory of his
nephew Coningsby Dobinson, who
fell in the war. 24 August 1917

Presented to the Trustees of
Brunswick Wesleyan Chapel in
recognition of the safe return from
the war of George Oliver Lunn and
Thomas Oliver Lunn. Sep 1914 - Feb
1919. Councillor James Lunn
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Listening Post at Brunswick celebrates its 40th year.
Listening Post was opened on 1st July 1974, being a new venture in caring,
arising out of the thinking and research of the churches in the city centre.
When the idea of a “Listening Centre” was canvassed it was met with
enthusiasm from professionals in many fields. One GP commented that one
third of his patients only needed someone to listen to them.
The churches asked for volunteers and 50 people offered their services.
There followed an intensive training course covering a wide variety of topics.
Originally Listening Post was open Monday to Saturday from 12 noon until 2pm,
and Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday from 5pm until 8pm.
It provided a calm oasis where the atmosphere was quiet and relaxed away
from the tension and bustle of the city centre. The listeners were able to give
unhurried attention and show caring concern to everyone who came through
the door.
40 years on Listening Post is still going strong showing the same care and
concern to anyone who needs it
The opening hours are now Monday to Saturday 12 noon until 3pm. At least two
listeners are available each day, and there are now about 30 listeners willing to
give their time. The clients’ problems remain the same: mental health issues,
family breakdown, isolation and addictions.
To celebrate its 40th year a party was held in the church hall on Saturday 12th
July 2014
It was very well attended with more than
40 listeners past and present attending,
some having been present when it all
began in 1974.

Eden welcomed everyone, then there
were personal reflections from two
listeners, giving much food for
thought.
The warm and friendly atmosphere
confirmed that Listening Post after 40
years is still a vital part of the outreach
of Brunswick Church.
Sheila Crodden

Annual Walk for Peace
On Saturday 27th September 2014, meeting at 9am for 9.30 start from the Hindu
Temple on the West Road, NE4 9QB. Walking to the Church of the Venerable
Bede, then to the Central Mosque, and then stopping at the site of the first
Jewish Synagogue in the city, before finishing at the Sikh Gurdwara at 1pm,
where lunch will be served. At each place of worship short talks will be given
about the different faiths. The walk is organised by the Newcastle Council of
Faiths. For further details phone Hari Shukla on 0191 243 3620 or Josie Pinnegar
on 0191 270 4100, or speak to Ruth Colclough.
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GRATEFULNESSE
THOU that hast giv'n so much to me,
Give one thing more, a gratefull heart :
See how Thy beggar works on Thee
By art:
He makes thy gifts occasion more,
And sayes, If he in this be crost,
All Thou hast given him heretofore
Is lost.
But Thou didst reckon, when at first
Thy word our hearts and hands did crave,
What it would come to at the worst
To save.
Perpetuall knockings at Thy doore,
Tears sullying Thy transparent rooms,
Gift upon gift ; much would have more,
And comes.
This notwithstanding, Thou went'st on,
And didst allow us all our noise ;
Nay, Thou hast made a sigh and grone
Thy joyes.
George Herbert (1593 – 1633)
Submitted by Betty Watson
In the Public Domain
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Food Bank News
Faith in Food Banks?
Across the United Kingdom, in towns, cities and rural
communities, there has emerged a rapidly growing
network of foodbanks. Some are relatively small
“community larders” while others operate on an almost
industrial scale. Local churches and congregations have
often played a key role in their establishment.
Why is it that we are one of the wealthiest nations in the world, yet an
increasing number of our population are reliant on foodbanks to sustain their
families? How is it that some of our key producers of food struggle to maintain a
basic livelihood while some food retailers and distributors announce enormous
profits? Is it right that something which began as a way of providing an
“occasional stop-gap in an emergency” is becoming more of an ongoing
necessity for some? Are foodbanks, and churches, becoming unofficially part of
the welfare state?
“The situation is complex, and few of us will feel equipped to fully engage in the
debates that emerge. But we have stories to share, and some of those stories
are extremely powerful. When presented with honestly and integrity they have
the power to challenge all of us, to change hearts and minds. They most
definitely have the power to change the policies and attitudes of those who do
have the direct power to make a difference.”
Revd Ruth Gee, President of the Methodist Conference 2013-14
These resources from the Baptist Union of Great Britain, the Methodist Church,
the United Reformed Church and Church Action on Poverty have been put
together to help churches explore issues raised by foodbanks, and to make
connections between the work of these foodbanks and the life, worship and
witness of local churches and fellowships.
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The resource is made up of three interconnecting parts:
Faith in Foodbanks? – Why do Christians care about food poverty? Why is the
number of foodbanks growing? Fact and Fiction about foodbanks. And ten
things you can do with your church.
Signs of the Times? – Six Bible studies to explore the ministry of Foodbanks and
what God’s Word might teach us about them.
Worship Ideas – A selection of worship ideas, including a sermon outline,
reflections and prayers.

A lifeline for thousands of
Newcastle’s poorest families
has been saved from the brink
of closure - for a year at least.
The West End Food Bank has
only been open for 12 months
but is already the largest in the
country, providing food for over
1,000 people every week - half
of whom are children. The lifesaving service, which is run entirely by volunteers
and works from a base at the Velnerable Bede Church in Benwell, has been
given a year’s respite thanks to a £60,000 donation from Tyneside business
heavyweight, John Reece. But the food bank - which feeds 23,000 people on the
breadline in Newcastle’s West End every year - could still face closure once the
money dries up.
Michael Nixon, who runs the service alongside 60 volunteers, said: “This
donation has come at a very critical time for the West End Food Bank. Without
it we were facing closure as demand has risen so rapidly that we could not
sustain our service without a significant injection of funds. We are very grateful
for the generosity of John and his wife Sue Reece whose donation has secured
our future, for the forthcoming year at least. The beneficiaries of the food
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parcels are all genuinely in need of our service - each has their own story or
circumstance and many face heartbreakingly difficult times. Because of this we
need to ensure that we can sustain the service we provide beyond 2015 and we
are in need of further support both in terms of finance and in direct food
contributions.”
The West End Food Bank feeds more needy families than any other food bank in
the UK. Between April 2013 and March 2014 it fed over 23,000 people - the next
most in-demand food bank is Coventry, which serves 9,000 people-a-year. And
the service shows no signs of slowing down, with forecasts indicating that this
figure will more than triple to around 70,000 hungry mouths during 2014-2015.
Matthew King, a volunteer at West End Food Bank, says many families in
Newcastle have been squeezed by the Government’s changes to the benefits
system and have nowhere else to turn. He said: “Many people are not able to
jump through all the hoops that the benefits agency has set them. Families
coming to us, with children and tiny babies, are seeing their benefits cut for up
to 12 weeks and they come to us because they’re starving. We will try and
provide food for as long as we can, but we’re 100% reliant on donations from
people like John and Sue and our volunteers. We don’t receive any other
external funding as it’s a church-run project. We need more money because
people are becoming more desperate. We simply can’t cope with the demand
but we don’t want to have to turn families in need away. If we simply relied on
food donations and the small amount we collect from the supermarket, that
would go nowhere near towards feeding the number of people we are at the
moment.”
John Reece, who chairs Pearson Engineering in Walker and is the son of the late
Dr Alan Reece, has donated the hefty sum from his own personal charity. Mr
Reece and his family were yesterday revealed as the 11 wealthiest people in the
North East, according to the Sunday Time Rich List, with a worth of £175m.
The food bank has used the money to buy a van to distribute food around the
West End. The rest has been ring-fenced to buy food and cover running costs.
His wife Sue said: “We hope that the funds will help to maintain this muchneeded service throughout the forthcoming year. Sadly, many people and
families in our region have to turn to food banks in times of crisis and we want
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to do what we can to ensure that they are helped and receive the food and
nutrition they need.”
Those who receive food parcels from the West End Food Bank are referred
through one of 65 different agencies who support those who are facing financial
hardship.
The comparative supermarket cost of the volume of food it serves to these
families would be in the region of £10,000 per week or £500,000 per year.
Evening Chronicle
17th May 2014

Food for Thought - a poem by a foodbank client
I know what it's like to use the same teabag twice
To cut the mould from the bread, to rescue a slice
I didn’t ever think I would be in such a mess
While working full-time for a living, while suffering from illness and stress
I choose to work to pay my own way
But have no spare money at the end of the day
The cupboards and fridge are empty what else can I do?
Throwing my three elderly pets on the street?- It just wouldn’t do.
I don't have a partner for support, the children have grown and left home
No luxuries do I have that I can call my own
I do not have a plasma screen TV
No tumble drier here for me
No plush leather sofa or latest mobile phone, no holiday do I take or house do I
own
So swallow my pride I know I must do
So I visited the foodbank who welcomed me within
As I wiped the tears from my face rolling down my chin,
Foodbank volunteers greeted me with a smile, sat me down with a cup of tea
I began to chat and told of my dismay
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At finding myself at the foodbank today
Not a penny in my purse that I could offer to pay
“What more could I say?”
“It’s alright”, the lady said as I was handed a tissue
Don’t look at being here as such an issue
So privileged and grateful I felt as I was provided with food- as if heaven sent
To have food on the table this cold winter’s day
Is very much appreciated I’m humbled to say
Foodbank, I thank you for helping me today

Taken from the website of The Trussell Trust
http://www.trusselltrust.org/
Reproduced with permission
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News release
02 July 2014
The Conference elects President and Vice-President Designate for 2015/16
The Methodist Conference has elected the Revd Steve Wild to be President of
the Conference in 2015/16, and Dr Jill Barber to be Vice-President. Both will
start their year of office when the Conference meets in Southport on 25 June
2015. They will succeed the current President and Vice-President, the Revd
Kenneth Howcroft and Mrs Gill Dascombe, as the first item of the Conference's
business.
Steve Wild has served fifteen years in circuit ministry. In 1998, he became
Cornwall District Evangelism Enabler and the Connexional Evangelism Enabler
Co-ordinator, as well as working part time with West Country TV presenting
programmes about Christianity in the South West. From 2004 he worked at Cliff
College as Director of Evangelism and tutor. He returned to Cornwall in 2008 to
become Chair of the Cornwall District.
Steve said: “I am overwhelmed by this news. It will be a privilege to be President
of the Conference, and a deep honour. I hope and pray that I can give
something worthwhile to the Church during my year in office."
Jill Barber, a local preacher in the Cheshire South Circuit, is currently Director of
the Heritage for Mission Project at Englesea Brook Chapel and Museum of
Primitive Methodism. As a trained teacher and librarian, with a PhD in Archives,
she has worked in Cambridge, Aberystwyth and London. Until taking up her
present role in 2011, she was Head of Heritage Services for Hertfordshire
County Council. She is passionate about the potential of using our heritage to
challenge and inspire as we explore what it means to be the church today.
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Jill said: “I feel both humbled and excited as I look forward to sharing
experiences and working with Methodist people across the Connexion, and face
the huge responsibilities that come with this role.”
The role of President of the Conference is reserved for Presbyters, and VicePresident for lay people or Deacons.

News release
28 June 2014
Back to the Bible, forward to the world:
Inaugural address of the Methodist President
In his inaugural address as President of the Methodist Conference, the Revd
Kenneth Howcroft spoke of the "desperate need" for the Church to "speak
biblically to serve the present age”. He encouraged Conference representatives
to turn outwards to face the world with renewed self-confidence in their
Methodist identity.
Addressing the opening of the annual Methodist Conference in Birmingham, Mr
Howcroft spoke of the challenge of communicating the Gospel in contemporary
society, saying; “We seem less and less able to speak the languages of the
people and cultures round us. We seem less and less steeped in the language
and stories of the Bible.”
“But God has not finished with us yet!” he added, urging people to celebrate all
that Methodism is and could be.
“We are a Methodist people on pilgrimage. We are communities of very
different people, sometimes multi-cultural and sometimes multi-national,
connected together in what we call a ‘Connexion’. We come together in small
groups and communities to help each other explore the grace of God. We
gather round the Bible and the table in order to discover the presence of Christ
amongst us in word and sacrament. We encourage each other and watch over
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one another in love. What we have in common is that we all recognise our need
of and dependence on the grace of God: the God who loves us before we know
it; who saves us through Christ when we do not deserve it; who sanctifies our
thoughts, feelings, intentions, words and actions through the Spirit working
within us when we are unable to do it for ourselves; who comes to us, is made
real for us, nurtures and guides us through various outward and visible and,
therefore, sacramental signs.”
The full text of the address can be found on the Methodist Church website, as
can the text of the inaugural address of the Vice President, Gill Dascombe.

Methodist Conference
Methodist Conference met in Birmingham from 26 June to 3 July and had a
pretty packed agenda. The business included a debate on Same Sex Marriage,
with the church committing to engage in a two year period of listening,
reflection and discernment following the change of legislation. There were also
debates on the future of mission and the need to face the reality of declining
membership and attendance.
The Conference reconfirmed its opposition to nuclear weapons and called on
MPs to oppose the renewal of Trident. The Methodist Church also became the
first major denomination to endorse the ‘No More Page 3’ campaign, declaring
‘Boobs aren’t news!’ Videos of all the debates are available to watch on the
Methodist Conference website and the written reports can also be found there.
Alongside the formal business, the Joint Public Issues Team ran two workshops
for Conference members, on the subjects of ‘Faith in Foodbanks?’ and ‘Organ
Donation and Presumed Consent’. There was also the annual Beckly Lecture,
this year given by Philip Graf CBE, Chair of the Gambling Commission on the
topic Gambling: Sin, Vice or Legitimate Leisure Activity? Challenges for
thoughtful Christians.
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News release
09 June 2014
Tickets now on sale for 3Generate - the Children's and Youth Assembly
Tickets are now on sale for the 2014 3Generate – the Children’s and Youth
Assembly of the Methodist Church.
The weekend event from 14-16 November aims to change and challenge the
Church, the world and young people. 3Generate will kick off at 7pm on Friday
evening (November 14) at Pioneer Centre, Cleobury Mortimer, Shropshire, and
will finish at lunchtime on Sunday (November 16).
Young people aged between eight to 23 years old are invited to book a place.
There will be three age streams, each with age appropriate activities, organised
for eight to 11-year olds, 11 to 18 year olds and 18 to 23 year olds.
There will be opportunities to spend time with friends and make new ones,
worship, sports, music, games, outdoor challenges and to explore issues
affecting young people, the world and the Methodist Church.
Tamara Wray, Methodist Youth President, said: “3Generate is a fantastic event,
which provides children and young people with the opportunity to connect with
other like-minded individuals. The weekend is full of fun, fellowship, worship
and activities, but it is more than just an event. 3Generate enables children and
young people to participate and have their voices heard within the wider
Methodist Church. 3Generate is a great opportunity for children and young
people to feel a part of the Church and gain a better understanding of what it
means to be part of the Methodist Connexion. This is why it's our responsibility
that 3Generate is made known to every young person who is involved within
the Church.”
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"Be persistent in your
prayers..."
‘Stay alert and be persistent in your
prayers for all believers everywhere...’ Ephesians 6:18 (NLT)

UK: Freedom of religion: 'A fundamental requirement of belonging
to the family of nations.'
02 May 2014
MPs from across the political spectrum debated freedom of thought, conscience
and religion for three hours in the main chamber of the House of Commons on
Thursday 1 May.
22 MPs took part in the debate, which saw freedom of thought, conscience and
religion robustly defended.
The plight of Christians around the world, and other minorities such as Jews,
Baha'is, Muslim Rohingya, Ahmadi Muslims and atheists, was raised clearly and
freedom of thought, conscience and religion reaffirmed as a fundamental right:
"The right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion and to change one's
religion, which is important, and the freedom to manifest it in teaching, practice,
worship and observance, all of which are in article 18 of the universal
declaration of human rights, are not options. They are a fundamental
requirement of belonging to the family of nations" - Jeremy Lefroy MP.
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Christians specifically highlighted
"Should we not be remembering, in our thoughts and in our prayers, the
Christians who keep their faith even in the most horrendous circumstances? Is
that not truly the most remarkable fact that has emerged from this afternoon's
debate?" – Stephen Pound MP
Persecuted Christians gained strong coverage in this debate with Naomi Long
MP noting the 'particularly heavy price currently being paid by Christians'. MPs
specifically highlighted the cases of Christians in Nigeria, Syria, Pakistan, Egypt,
North Korea and India, as well as pointing to the crushing pressure experienced
by Christians across North Africa and the Middle East and to the need for more
robust protection of freedom of religion across Commonwealth nations.
Responding Foreign Office Minister, Hugo Swire, stated that "Christians, like the
followers of any other faith or those of no faith, are entitled to protection. We
must do more to raise the awareness of their plight". This echoes David
Cameron's Easter address where he affirmed that "I hope we can do more to
raise the profile of the persecution of Christians around the world... We should
stand up against persecution of Christians and other religious groups wherever
and whenever we can, and should be unashamed in doing so".
Please pray:
That MPs from all parties who attended the debate will be moved by the
contributions made and will be strengthened in their resolve to promote the
right to freedom of religion or belief;
That the countries raised in this debate will take note that the UK is aware and
concerned about the status of freedom of religion in their countries and that
this will result in tangible change for Christians on the ground;
That the UK Government will continue to promote the right to freedom of
religion or belief in their foreign policy.
Taken from the website of ‘Open Doors – Serving Persecuted Christians Worldwide’
http://www.opendoorsuk.org/
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FOR YOUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS
During AUGUST - PEACE
Week beginning
3rd August As peacemakers, we must forgive others ‘Let there be peace on earth and let it begin with me’......
10th
August

God’s love brings healing and peace to those not at peace
within themselves.....

17th
August

As Christ forgave those who crucified Him, in what ways are
we able to bring reconciliation in fractured
relationships?.....

24th
August

God’s love breaks down barriers of race and religion. How
do I react to those who are different from me?.....

31st
August

Remember all those who work for justice and peace at a
local, national and international level…..

During SEPTEMBER – NEW BEGINNINGS
Week beginning
7th
All those facing new beginnings, in education, the church
September and work – those who are unable to find work......
14th
September

People making new relationships in different
environments......

21st
September

Students, lecturers and all involved in University or
College life - starting a new academic year - and parents
who feel the loss of those who’ve flown the nest......

28th
September

Those who want to start a new lifestyle with the help of
groups such as Alcoholics Anonymous and Gamblers
Anonymous.....
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Forthcoming Dates for your Diaries:
Ladies Tuesday Circle: Tuesdays - 2:00pm (meet at 1.45pm)
August

No Meetings in August

September
2nd
Ramblings of a District Nurse – Speakers: Mr & Mrs Pilkington
th
9
AGM
th
16
When I Was a Nipper, When I Was a School Lad
Speaker – Ray Calboutin
rd
23
Handicrafts – with Jill Foster
th
30
Quiz – Herbs and Spices

Brunswick Club for Men: Tuesdays - 10:30am – Noon
August

No Meetings in August

September
2nd

Agriculture thro’ the Ages – Speaker: Michael Mathews

9th

Life in the 30s, 40s to 60s – Speaker: Andrew Clark

16th

Royal Burials – Speaker: George Robson

23rd

Ghostly & Grisly Tales – Speaker: Mrs Pat Lowery

30th

Update on the Past – Speaker: Dr Kath Smith

Prayer Breakfast (in the Church Hall –
first Saturday of the month)
September

6th

9.00am – 10.30am

October

4th

9.00am – 10.30am
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Worship Leaders – August/September
August 10.45am
3rd Deacon Liesl Warren
10th Rev Eden Fletcher (Holy
Communion)
th
17 Rev Eden Fletcher

6.00pm
Ms Emma-Jane Phillips
Major Nigel Gotobed
Rev Eden Fletcher (Holy
Communion)
Major Nigel Gotobed
Circuit Service at St Andrews

24th Rev Eden Fletcher
31st Mr Keith Jones
10.45am

6.00pm

September
7th Rev Eden Fletcher
14th Rev Eden Fletcher and Deacon
Eunice Attwood (Holy
Communion)
st
21 Deacon Liesl Warren
28th Rev Eden Fletcher

Rev Gavin Hume
Major Nigel Gotobed

Rev Martyn Skinner (Holy
Communion)
Major Nigel Gotobed (Café Style
Worship)

Flower Rota – August/September
August
3rd
10th
17th
24th
31st
September
7th
14th
21st
28th

Mr & Mrs D Shield
Mr R Ross
Mr & Mrs G Lister
Mr & Mrs K Medd
TBA

Ann Stothert
June Appleyard
Ann Stothert
Miriam Medd
Gail Nichol

Mrs M Spence
Mr & Mrs D Appleyard
Mr & Mrs S E Hawdon
Mrs E Fyall

Ann Stothert
June Appleyard
Gail Nichol
Ann Stothert
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Young Adults (Global Family) each Wednesday at 6.30pm (incorporating
D-Church and Student Alpha) - No meeting in August
Brunswick Friendship Group (BFG) each Thursday at 4.30pm
Bible Study each Thursday at 5.00pm
The Over 60s Luncheon Club each Friday at 12noon with a speaker on the first
Friday of each month
First Tuesday in the month G.I.G.G.L.E.S (Girls in God, Growing, Learning, Eating,
Sharing) 6.30pm - No meeting in August

Other events in August and beyond
August 13th - Brunswick Day Trip to Epworth Rectory. See Howard Chapman for
more details.
August 31st – Circuit Service at 6pm at St Andrew's, Benton - Welcome Service
for Rev. Gavin Hume and Celebration of the New Connexional Year - led by Rev.
Leo Osborn
September 21st - Peacemaking Sunday is the Sunday nearest the UN
International Day of Peace. This year it falls on the day itself, Sunday 21st
September.
September 28th – Circuit Service at 6pm at Heaton Methodist Church - led by
Rev Leo Osborn – this service has been cancelled because it clashes with the
BBC Songs of Praise recording at Trinity, Gosforth.
October 18th - Mish Kelly, Director of Music Outreach at Durham Cathedral, will
lead a morning and afternoon workshop at Durham Cathedral for singers from
the Newcastle and Darlington Methodist Districts, ending with participation in
Evensong in the cathedral at 5.15 pm. James Lancelot, the cathedral organist,
will play for this service.
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BRUNSWICK METHODIST CHURCH
Brunswick Place, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE1 7BJ
Tel (0191) 232 1692
e-mail: admin@brunswickmethodist.org.uk
www.brunswickmethodist.org.uk
Ministerial Team: Rev Eden J Fletcher, Deacon Liesl Warren,
Jill Foster and Chris Carroll

Submissions for the next edition (October - November) are welcomed.
Please forward these to Ruth Colclough or the Church Office
by 21st September 2014.
You should state clearly if the contribution is original
or indicate the source for copyright purposes.
Due to limited space we cannot guarantee to include all submissions.
Front cover picture: The Cathedral in Hanoi, Vietnam, on Easter Day, 2014. Picture used with permission.
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