It’s begun. Fenwick has unveiled its
Christmas window display and people
queue up to see (and to hear) this year’s
offering. The countdown to Christmas has
begun and I don’t know about you but I’ve
already got a disconcerting feeling that I’m
not going to be ready in time and need to
start preparations and spending now.
This is a contrast to our recent Christmases in Togo. There were no
prompts to tell us that the big event was looming: no Christmas music in
shops, no decorations, no trees, no mince pies, no carols, and of course
it was very hot!
In the Christian calendar, Christmas is preceded by advent, a time when
we turn our eyes towards Jesus’ coming. We look back to the birth of
Jesus to help us look forward to the future coming of Jesus and we
recount the biblical promises of God sending his anointed to establish a
kingdom of justice and peace and righteousness.
In our own Christmas celebrations we join in with the building of this
kingdom as we practise goodwill to all. In sending greetings to family
and friends, in giving presents, in sharing food, sometimes with
strangers, inviting those who are on their own to join us for Christmas
dinner, in contributing towards our advent offering to help refugees in
our city. Each little act of goodwill to our neighbours is another building
block in the kingdom of God. This time of year people are more open to
receiving and also joining in these goodwill works, too.
It is in these seemingly small (yet sometimes big) acts that, at this time
of year, little by little start to build a different world, as we for a short
season become more hospitable and more charitable to one another we catch a glimpse of the promise and hope that this kingdom could be.
As we approach this Christmas time, take a moment to notice these little
acts that others do for you and give thanks for each one of them. In
addition, take a moment to consider what simple act you might do for
another that expresses something of the promise and hope of a new
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world of justice, peace and righteousness when we might exclaim: Joy
to the world!
With peace and grace,

Michael

Young Pianist of the North Competition
For the third year in a row, Brunswick has been the chosen venue for the
Young Pianist of the North competition. The competition this year attracted
young pianists from at least 7 different countries – Australia, Singapore,
Russia, Italy, France, Germany, and Great Britain, to name a few. The
competition took place over the course of 4 days, culminating in the concert
on the evening of the final day. As always, we are thankful for the Brunswick
volunteers who have helped out over the course of the competition. I would
also like to relay the ‘thank you’ expressed by the organisers for making
them and the competitors feel very welcomed.

Hena Mookerji
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Waiting
Advent is the season of waiting for the promised Messiah; preparing our
hearts and our lives for His coming, reflecting anew what it means for us to
truly welcome Christ into our lives and into our world. It is a season when hope
is rekindled. Hope for peace; hope for a world transformed by Love.
There are many places in the world today where people are desperate for fresh
hope, desperate for peace, desperate for the light of Love to dispel the
darkness of hatred. And there are many who find themselves far from their
homeland and their families, hoping for sanctuary but facing an uncertain
future.
The West End Refugee Service (WERS) supports asylum seekers and refugees
in Newcastle through the provision of weekly advice sessions, emotional
support and befriending. In addition, support is provided for destitute asylum
seekers through the WERS Hardship Fund.
When asylum seekers' applications are refused by the Home Office, they lose
their financial support and are evicted from their accommodation. However,
many are not able to return to their country of origin for a number of reasons:
they are stateless and have no country to return to; their government will not
accept them and refuses to issue travel documents; there is no safe route of
return to their country. People in this situation survive by spending a few
nights with different friends, on sofas or on the floor. WERS Hardship Fund
provides them with £15 cash per week and packs of toiletries when available.
The Hardship Fund is financed entirely through donations from grant-making
organisations, churches and individuals.
Brunswick Methodist Church will be supporting WERS Hardship Fund through
this year's Advent Appeal. Donations can be handed in at the church office or
there are envelopes marked "ADVENT APPEAL" in the church.
Waiting has become a way of life for many of the people who receive
'hardship' support. They hope and long for a change in their circumstances.
The support they receive is a small flicker of light, a reminder that there are
those who care about them.
"Truly I tell you: anything you did for one of my brothers here, however
insignificant, you did for me." Matthew 25: 40 REB
Chris Carroll
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3Generate 2015
On Friday 20th
November I took a
coach of young people
from the Newcastle
District to Swindon for
3Generate – the
annual Methodist
Youth Conference.
Although it took us
around seven hours to
get there, spirits remained high as everyone was very excited
for the weekend. We were split into three age streams (8-11,
11-18 and 18-23), and the weekend consisted of different
styles of worship, discussion sessions, outdoor activities and
very little sleep! We also got the opportunity to vote for our
Youth President and Youth Reps, and have our say on what
went into the 3Generate manifestos that will be presented at
Conference. I am absolutely thrilled that three Youth Reps
have been elected from the Newcastle District - myself and
Sam Lindridge as Conference Reps, and Ruth Hall as Council
Rep.
After managing to get everyone on the
coach with all their belongings for the long
journey back on Sunday 22nd November, I
reflected on the weekend and the ways it
had inspired me. Firstly, travelling together
as a group of 25 from the Newcastle District
developed a strong sense of community we looked out for each other and supported
each other over the weekend. Secondly,
after attending 3Generate for the past three
years, I have seen how the event has grown
(doubled in size from 2014 to 2015!!) - this
has strengthened my faith as I can see how
God is working all over the UK. And finally,
being surrounded by young people with a desire to know God,
a love for Jesus and a passion for Methodism, has filled me
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with joy and peace as
I am reminded of how
truly amazing our
Father in Heaven is.
I’m already excited
for 3Generate 2016!
God bless,
Georgia Harrison

Tickets available from David Stabler or Gail Nichol
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Methodist Women in Britain
At the Newcastle Annual Commissioning Meeting of MWiB it was
announced that the President’s Project for 2014/15 ‘Vision Aid’
had raised £13,030 and it has received 9,124 pairs of unwanted
spectacles for overseas aid. The President thanked all who had
helped raise the money in so many ways.
At the same meeting the new President Rev. Judith Oldroyd was
commissioned. Her project for this coming year is to raise money
for the Women’s Cancer Detection Society based at Gateshead.
They aim to buy the latest development of a breast imaging
machine ‘Tomosynthesis’. This is a special x-ray machine which
gives more detail and so more accuracy in increased cancer
detection. The cost of the machine, including training in its use,
is £280,000. Some of this money has already been received and
any gifts or fund-raising for this project would be appreciated.
Kathleen Farquhar
Unused Gifts Stall
Many thanks to those who brought 'gifts' for the stall and to all
who gave donations. We had a successful morning, selling almost
all the stock and we have sent £140 to All We Can (formerly
Methodist Relief and Development Fund.)
Volunteers urgently needed - Listening Post
Listening Post is a confidential drop in centre, part of Brunswick
Church and has been going since 1974. The service is free and
no appointment is needed. Recently Listening Post has had to
close on Thursdays due to the shortage of listeners. If anyone
feels they could help with this very rewarding and worthwhile
service, please contact the Listening Post co-ordinator through
Brunswick Church 0191 232 1692 or
listeningpost@brunswickmethodist.org.uk. Full training will be
given. Thank you.
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Violence in Paris
Hymn: Hopeless to help in this violence, this crisis
Andrew Pratt wrote a hymn of reflection in response to the French
shootings of 7-9 January 2015, which he has added to following the
tragic events of 13 November 2015:
"Hopeless to help in this violence, this crisis,
here in the focus of bloodshed and fear,
common humanity binds us together,
love at the centre, not hatred's veneer.
History repeats in a city of beauty,
here amid elegance: danger's embrace.
Love is our purpose when those filled with hatred
break down relationships, nullify grace.
Give me your hand, then let peace grow between us,
let us rebuild what distrust might destroy.
Now in this moment we'll make a commitment,
love is the weapon we'll use and deploy."
Words: © Andrew Pratt 13 November 2015

Statement from the Methodist Church in Britain
The President and the Vice-President of the Conference have issued
the following statement about the attacks in Paris on Friday 13th
November 2015:
"We, and all the Methodist people, pray for all the victims of the attacks
in Paris on Friday night. We hold in our prayers all those who seek to
offer comfort and support in the days and weeks ahead."
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The Revd Steven Wild, President of the Conference, and Dr Jill Barber,
Vice-President of the Conference.
Taken from the Methodist Church website

An extract from the speech made by Martin Luther King, as his
acceptance speech when he received the Nobel Peace Prize in
1964.
The recent tragedies in Paris, and elsewhere, make what he said
particularly relevant.
I accept this award today with an abiding faith in America and an
audacious faith in the future of mankind. I refuse to accept despair as
the final response to the ambiguities of history. I refuse to accept the
idea that the "isness" of man's present nature makes him morally
incapable of reaching up for the eternal "oughtness" that forever
confronts him.
I refuse to accept the idea that man is mere flotsom and jetsom in the
river of life, unable to influence the unfolding events which surround him.
I refuse to accept the view that mankind is so tragically bound to the
starless midnight of racism and war that the bright daybreak of peace
and brotherhood can never become a reality.
I refuse to accept the cynical notion that nation after nation must spiral
down a militaristic stairway into the hell of thermonuclear destruction. I
believe that unarmed truth and unconditional love will have the final
word in reality. This is why right, temporarily defeated, is stronger than
evil triumphant.
I believe that even amid today's mortar bursts and whining bullets, there
is still hope for a brighter tomorrow. I believe that wounded justice, lying
prostrate on the blood-flowing streets of our nations, can be lifted from
this dust of shame to reign supreme among the children of men.
I have the audacity to believe that peoples everywhere can have three
meals a day for their bodies, education and culture for their minds, and
dignity, equality and freedom for their spirits. I believe that what selfcentred men have torn down, men other-centred can build up. I still
believe that one day mankind will bow before the altars of God and be
crowned triumphant over war and bloodshed, and nonviolent redemptive
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good will proclaim the rule of the land.
"And the lion and the lamb shall lie down together and every man shall
sit under his own vine and fig tree and none shall be afraid."
I still believe that We Shall overcome!
Martin Luther King Jr
Nobel Prize Acceptance Speech
December 10, 1964, Oslo, Norway
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The congregation of Sheldon
Road Methodist Church rose to
the challenge when their
minister, the Revd David
Alderman, handed out 100
cardboard boxes, asking people
to create a nativity scene inside.
The idea was to fill the church
premises with cardboard boxes
so people could “peek” inside
and see the Christmas family.
“I have been amazed at the
inventiveness and the way
people have embraced the
challenge,” said David. “People
have not stopped talking about it
since I handed out the boxes. One person told me that she had to tell her
husband that he couldn’t spend that amount of money decorating a
cardboard box! Another person ordered his camels on the internet. Such
has been the demand for our nativity boxes that we have had to order over
100 more.”
The wider community was invited to make nativity boxes as part of the
church Advent preparation day in a joint venture with Christians Against
Poverty (CAP).
The church hosted an afternoon, which included interactive prayer stations
based on the song "12 days of Christmas" as well as the screening of the
film “The Cross” and craft activities.
Email: David Alderman david.alderman@methodist.org.uk
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Food Bank News
December Item-of-the-Month – Tinned Fruit
January Item-of-the-Month – Snack Bars
Please donate 'normal' sized food items - the Food Bank staff
are not allowed to split packets of food, so 5kg bags of pasta
are a challenge! Also, please feel free to leave any unwanted
plastic carrier bags beside the food bank box - they are used to
put the food in for the clients. If you would prefer to make a
financial contribution, you can make cheques payable
to Newcastle West End Food Bank, or you can transfer money
directly to their bank account, or you can post your donation
to the treasurer’s address. There is an information sheet in the
folder attached to our Food Bank box in the worship area. For
any further details, please speak to Ruth, and thank you for
your continued support!

There will be a cash collection at ASDA
Gosforth on 12th December from 10:00
to 5:00pm. If you can help, for an hour
or two, please speak to Ruth.

The new centre at 311 Benwell Lane, Newcastle upon Tyne,
NE15 6LX is now open. There, volunteers are needed to cook
and to work in the cafe area. A chef would be great and it is
also the intention to run cookery classes using basic UK
ingredients for both local and immigrant clients.
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The following article appeared in the Chronicle newspaper in July 2015.
Since then, the Orphan House Trustees have met to discuss this project,
which is on-going, and it is hoped that decisions about its future will be
made in the New Year.
Iconic Keelmen's Hospital in Newcastle could be revived as
'ethical' hotel. The Heritage Lottery Fund has awarded a £10,000
grant to help find a new use for the at-risk site, which was built in
1701.
An at-risk heritage
building linked to a
colourful part of
Tyneside’s past may
become one of a new
network of “ethical”
hotels. The Keelmen’s
Hospital, with its domed
tower, overlooking the
River Tyne on City Road
in Newcastle, is Grade IIstar listed, putting it in the
top 5% of historic
buildings in the country. It was built in 1701, when there were 1,600
keelmen in Newcastle, who played a vital role in the commerce of the
river by ferrying loads between ship and shore. They paid a levy to build
the hospital which offered care for their orphans, widows and infirm
beneficiaries.
But the city council-owned building, last used as student
accommodation, has been empty for several years and has been placed
on Historic England’s At Risk register.
The keelmen had strong links with Methodism with founder John
Wesley’s brother Charles being their chaplain. And now, a partnership
between the Methodists and the North of England Civic Trust have been
given £10,000 by the Heritage Lottery Fund to explore options for the reuse of the building.
One of the proposals to be explored is to develop the hospitality and
caring history of the building by turning it into an ethical hotel. It would
follow The Wesley Hotel in London, which has Methodist roots and is the
first social enterprise hotel in the UK.
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It is hoped to develop a network of such hotels,
of which Newcastle – once a Methodist
stronghold - could be part. It is envisaged that
the City Road building could celebrate the role
played in the city’s past by Methodism and the
keelmen, who are the subject of one of
Tyneside’s best known folk songs.
Partners in the venture are the North of England
Civic Trust, the Wesley Hotel and the Wesley
Orphan House Trustees, which has its origins in
an orphanage built by John Wesley in Northumberland Street in
Newcastle in 1743. The site remains in Methodist ownership. Trust
director Graham Bell said: “This project is a story of revival. It aims to
revive the fortunes of a building that is hugely symbolic but vulnerable,
raise the historical profile of the keelmen as a mainstay of the economy,
society and culture of Newcastle and revive the significance of the
Wesleys to the keelmen, Newcastle and Britain, reminding people of its
important story of the ethical principles and relationships in society, from
almshouses to the Wesleys to a modern-day approach to hospitality.”
A pink and grey obelisk drinking fountain on Newcastle Quayside,
unveiled in 1891, celebrates John Wesley preaching in Newcastle. He
made around 50 visits over his lifetime. Mr Bell said: “The Keelmen’s
Hospital is one of the few buildings with a direct link to the times of the
keelmen, who have been immortalised in song. When times were good
the keelmen paid to build the hospital to look after their own in the days
when there was no Welfare State. The hospital was built for hospitality in
the traditional sense of ethical care. The hospitality link could be
developed in a building which is a landmark in the townscape of
Newcastle, in the welfare care of the traveller.”
Eden Fletcher, Minister at Brunswick Methodist Church off
Northumberland Street, was the first to see how the connections could
make something special for the city.
He said: “The Wesleys had a huge and lasting impact on this city. To
revive those stories and the values they represent is as relevant as ever.
Both John and Charles were regularly to be found on the streets of
Newcastle and in the thick of society where need was most acute.”
Article taken from the Chronicle newspaper, 29th July 2015
Reproduced with permission
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EQUALITY AND DIVERSITY
Dear Friends,
I am still convinced that my job as Equality and Diversity Officer for the District is about
challenging our churches to realise their property is a valuable resource for their
evangelism. To ask each church to check that every part of their building witnesses to
the love of Jesus and that all people can feel welcome there. Also to see that all that
goes on in their buildings allows everyone to meet Jesus.
This was inspiringly demonstrated at the Resourcing Mission Forum I attended recently
on behalf of the District, entitled ‘TRANSFORMING MISSION’.
There we were told of:


the work of the Launceston Skatepark, Link Road Project and Bridge Projects as
the Launceston Area Methodist Circuit accepted the challenge to provide 24/7
activities for the local young people. Further information sam@lamc.org.uk



two struggling churches in Stoke on Trent closed and joined to become one church
in a deprived area. They bought an empty pub, saturated it with prayer and
created West End Methodist Church, Community Centre and Café. Eight members
spoke and witnessed to the joy of trusting our generous God.



Rotherham and Dearne Valley Circuit Lighthouse Project that provides homes for
the homeless.



new uses for existing premises to shed the gospel more widely. Living Stones
is a registered charity comprising a group of approachable and friendly Christian
professionals who will advise. info@living-stones.org.uk , 07971 378533



simple ways to make our buildings more welcoming. Blackburn Cathedral’s
Education Officer and Consultant talked of Faith, Hope and Quality and asked if
your church would be an attractive and successful tourist venue!
joanna.booth@blackburncathedral.co.uk



where to seek financial advice for our vision. In our District please consult David
Stabler circuitoffice@brunswickmethodist.org.uk

At the Methodist Conference this year, our President challenged every church to make at
least one new Christian this year. I ask what on your premises helps you to do this and
what hinders? What is our generous God asking you to do and longing to help you
achieve?
With my prayers for God’s richest blessing on you all,
Rev Joan Thornton
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Forthcoming Dates for your Diaries:
Ladies Tuesday Circle: Tuesdays - 2:00pm (meet at 1.45pm)
Dec

Jan

Feb

1st

Steeple Drive

8th

Christmas Gifts with Jill

15th

Carols

5th

No Session

12th

Deacon Liesl Warren

19th

TBC

26th

Margaret Storey

2nd

TBC

9th

Rev Terry Hurst

16th

TBC

23rd

Mrs Chris Carroll

Brunswick Club for Men: Tuesdays - 10:30am – Noon
Dec
Jan

Feb

1st

Wandering in the New World – Speaker: Laurence Jones

8th

Men’s Service

5th

To Power, to Float, to Fly – Speaker: Stewart Adamson

12th

William Wailes & Saltwell Tower – Speaker: Anthea Lang

19th

Peter Sellers - Family, Films and Fortune – Speaker: Neville
D Harris

26th

Mr Grainger’s Market – Speaker: Freda Thompson

2nd

Trades in Tyneside (6 to 6) – Speaker: Yvonne Young

9th

The George Stephenson Story and Tombstone – Speaker:
Ron Henry

16th

In the Footsteps of the Pharaohs – Speaker: Alan Spoors

23rd

The Street of Surprises – Speaker: Rev Terry Hurst
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Worship Leaders – December/January
December 10.45am

6.00pm

6th

Rev Michael Holland (Holy
Communion)

Rev Gordon Wynne (Holy
Communion)

13th

Mrs Chris Carroll

Major Gotobed

20th

Rev Michael Holland (Carol
Service)

Rev Michael Holland

25th

10.00am – Rev Michael
Holland

No Evening Service

27th

Mr David Stabler

No Evening Service

3rd

Rev Glynn Lister

Rev Michael Holland

10th

Rev Michael Holland
(Covenant Service and Holy
Communion)

Major Gotobed

17th

Mr Peter Moll

Rev Michael Holland (Holy
Communion)

24th

Rev Neil Stubbens

Major Gotobed (Café Style

31st

Rev Michael Holland

Rev Peter Holwell

January
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Morning Prayers in the Prayer Chapel on Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays and
Fridays from 10.15 to 10.30 - All Welcome
Young Adults (Global Family) each Thursday at 7.00pm
Brunswick Friendship Group (BFG) each Thursday at 4.30pm
First Saturday monthly, Prayer Breakfast in the hall, 9.00am–10.30am
The Over 60s Luncheon Club each Friday at 12noon with a speaker on the first
Friday of each month
Worship Group – singing rehearsal – second Tuesday of the month at 7.30pm in
the hall
The Workshop Student Café – a place for students to gather, study and socialise
– every Wednesday 3.00pm-6.00pm in the foyer
G.I.G.G.L.E.S. (Girls in God, Growing, Learning, Eating, Sharing) meets on the
first Monday of the month at 6.30pm in the hall. All girls of all ages welcome!

Other events in December and beyond
Service of Hope and Remembrance on 3rd December at 3pm.
Mosquito Drive on 4th December at 6.30pm in aid of Christian Aid Christmas
Appeal.
Concert by the Gibside Singers on Saturday 12th December at 7pm.
Civic Coffee Morning on 17th December at 10am. All welcome.
User Group Carol Service led by Chris Carroll on 17th December at 6pm.
Christmas Eve Communion Service on 24th December at 12noon, led by Rev
Michael Holland.
Stainer’s ‘Crucifixion’ will be performed at Brunswick on Saturday 19th March
2016 at 6pm. To sing in the choir, join the rehearsal in the afternoon, organised
by the Newcastle Methodist District Music Society.
The Methodist Church, Newcastle upon Tyne District Walk, Bank Holiday
Monday 2nd May 2016. Please put this date in your diary and come along for an
easy five mile walk amongst good company – meeting new and old friends.
Start and end at Lemington Methodist Church (Newcastle West Circuit) NE15
8DT.
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Brunswick Methodist Church

Brunswick Place, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE1 7BJ
Tel (0191) 232 1692
e-mail: admin@brunswickmethodist.org.uk
www.brunswickmethodist.org.uk
Ministerial Team: Rev Michael Holland, Marion Mountain,
Jill Foster and Chris Carroll
Submissions for the next edition (February - March) are welcomed.
Please forward these to Ruth Colclough or the Church Office
by 17th January 2016
You should state clearly if the contribution is original
or indicate the source for copyright purposes
Due to limited space we cannot guarantee to include all submissions
All photographs used with permission
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