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There's a geet big rusty Angel  
On a hill in Gateshead Toon  
It stands there doing nothing  

Just blotting oot the moon  
 

There's some who think it's beautiful  
And some who disagree  

But the pigeons and the seagulls  
Knaa exactly what ta de  

 
The Geordie population  

Have been shaken to the core  
We've had Roman Walls and Lambton Worms  

But nowt like this before  
 

Noo Angels are God's messengers  
Aa've always understood  

They sit on clouds and play their harps  
And tell us to be good  

 
They say Heaven’s full of Angels  

Superior to man  
But if this is what they look like  

Aa divvn't want to gan! 

 

In the Public Domain 

Submitted by Betty Watson 
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Dear Friends, 

By the time you read this I will have begun my three month sabbatical. As the 
Methodist Church states: ‘A sabbatical is a gift from the 
Church to all presbyters and deacons and it is intended that 
during a sabbatical they will do something different which 
will inform and perhaps re-enthuse them in their ministry … 
a sabbatical is a time of grace allowing them to spend time 
with God doing something different.’ So, I am enormously 
thankful for the opportunity to have time set aside to do 

something different, to be re-enthused and to spend some time with God.  

 

As many of you will already know, for the first part of my sabbatical I will be 
flying to Vietnam on April 7th for an extended visit of about six weeks, basing 
myself in Ho Chi Minh City in the south of the country. For part of my stay I shall 
be lodging with a former colleague who, after serving as the schools liaison 
officer with MRDF, is now an English teacher in Ho Chi Minh City.  

 

The city, formerly known as Saigon, is the largest city in 
Vietnam with a population of over 9 million and is the 
financial capital of the country. During the colonial 
period Saigon was the capital city of the French colony of 
Cochinchina. Christianity was introduced into the 
country in the 7th century but became firmly established 
in the 19th and now accounts for approximately 8% of 
the population. Despite opening up to foreign 
investment and becoming one of the fastest growing 
economies in South East Asia, the country remains firmly 
communist and religion is carefully regulated with 
foreign missionaries unable to proselytize without the express permission of the 
government. The government, however, continues to seek to promote a liberal 
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and peaceful attitude and after decades of refusal, recently allowed a 
delegation from Amnesty International to visit the country.  

 

So, my Easter Day will be spent celebrating the resurrection of Christ in a 
Communist country in South East Asia and in the French built Cathedral Church 

of Notre Dame! Whilst it is quite clear that 
communism as an ideology has failed throughout 
the world, with staunch communist governments 
opening up borders and markets, the Kingdom of 
God under Christ continues to advance, sometimes 
quietly and hardly noticed, sometimes more 
obviously. The Kingdom of God is no less radical a 

call where repentance is the order of the day; to repent of the old way of life 
dominated so often by selfishness and pride, greed and envy and where the 
demands of the rich and powerful all too often drown out the cries of the poor. 
Journeying through Lent challenges all of us to reflect again upon the call to 
radical discipleship, learning again to lay everything down for the sake of Christ 
that we might through Christ’s death and resurrection gain life in abundance. 

 

In the second part of my sabbatical I am hoping to spend some time in a 
religious community seeking spiritual direction and having time and space to 
pray, read and reflect.  

 

While I am away I promise to pray for you and especially the staff team Liesl, Jill 
and Chris who will be supported by Rev Glynn Lister, Rev Ian White and Rev 
Joan Thornton, with Rev Rob Hawkins as acting Superintendent. Please pray for 
me as I know many of you already do, pray that I don’t lose my wallet or 
passport or mobile phone – a familiar feature of my overseas trips(!) But pray 
above all that I may encounter the living God in the places, the people, the noise 
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and the silence and that I may return refreshed and renewed to continue the 
exciting ministry here in Brunswick Church and across the Circuit. 

 

As I make my journey, we all of course make our own journeys through Lent 
along the pathway of pilgrimage. There will be many new experiences for me to 
enjoy and some to endure, there will be times for being patient and times for 
engaging fully, there will be things to see and to feel and to touch and taste, 
times to live life fully and extravagantly, times for quietness and solitude. We 
are all invited to journey through this important time of year, but not alone, for 
Christ walks with us, inviting, cajoling, and encouraging, at times holding us. Our 
journey is to the Cross which stretches before us and there at the Cross Christ 
invites us to lay down our old life, to lay down everything that burdens us and 
weighs us down – all those fears and anxieties, those worries and past hurts, the 
wrongs that we have suffered at the hands of others, we must lay them down 
for Christ has died for us so that we can be free. God’s lavish, abundant, 
gracious, overwhelming love has been demonstrated through the gift of his Son 
who died in our place so that we might be clothed with the new life in Christ – 
life in all its fullness.  

 

I remember the prayer I prayed at the Billy Graham 
Mission in Sheffield back in June 1985 when for the 
first time I felt the power of God move me as the 
Cross was held before me in the preaching of God’s 
word: 

 

‘Lord Jesus, I need You. Thank You for dying on the cross for my sins. I open the 
door of my life and receive You as my Saviour and Lord. Thank You for forgiving 
my sins and giving me eternal life. Take control of the throne of my life. Make 
me the kind of person You want me to be’     
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I could not have known then the effect or the power of saying that simple 
prayer, or the  change that would come in  my life or the amazing life that would 
follow and which continues. I invite you as we approach the cross of 
resurrection to say that little prayer, offering your life to God, dying to your old 
life and rising with Christ on Easter Day to live the Life that God desires for you, 
one of joy and abundance in Him. 

 

May the joy of the Easter season fill your hearts. 

 

 

   Eden                                           
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Brunswick News: Young Adults and Students @ Brunswick 

This term has seen many birthdays, the build up to a big wedding and some 
great news for a few of our members.  

 

Lola is getting married to Gbenga in April back in Nigeria and she is also turning 
30. Vincent has been accepted to do his PhD at Imperial College, London, and 
Grace and Joann have had great news recently as Grace’s dad and Joann herself 
have been accepted through some of the candidating process to join the 
ministry as a presbyter and a deacon. We are praying for all of these people as 
they go through these exciting and nerve-racking times.  

 

Young Adult Day: We all enjoyed the great day that the circuit organised for 
young adults at the Vermont Hotel. There was great teaching from Michael 
Volland, great worship and great discussion. Most of the young adults who 
attend Brunswick came along and it was a great chance to catch up with some 
people we hadn’t had a chance to get to know well. I chatted to Yu-Chih who is 
a regular attender on Sunday mornings but cannot often stay for coffee. We 
were challenged by the story of ‘The Man Who Planted Trees’ by Jean Giono in 
relation to our own calling. I had brilliant discussions with Yu-Chih, Hansen, 
Daniel and Alison and Tom from the Holy Biscuit. Overall it was an excellent 
opportunity to get together and meet others from around the circuit, to share 
stories and experience, and to be challenged personally about what we are 
called to by Christ.  

 

40acts: Throughout Lent we have taken up the 40acts challenge. 40acts are 40 
daily stewardship reflections and challenges involving acts of kindness, 
generosity, speaking out about injustice, promoting great causes and getting to 
know your neighbours, strangers and community with the aim of showing God’s  
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love and changing the world one tiny bit at a time. Check it out at 
www.40acts.org.uk  

 

Pray for us: Please pray for Georgia as she presents to Synod this month about 
her time at 3Generate. Please also pray for those that have been unwell 
recently. We continue to pray for Lola and Gbenga and Hannah and Carl as they 
prepare for their weddings, for Vincent as he prepares for a big move in 
September and for Grace and Joann. 

 

Jill Foster 

Young Adult Worker 
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Meet the Congregation 

Kathleen and Alan Moore 
My wife Kathleen and I met 
in 1975 and married at 
Walbottle Methodist Church 
on Easter Saturday 1976. 
Kathleen was leader of the 
Sunday School and an active 
member of the church of 
which I became a member 
after we met, then I also 
took an active role 
becoming church and 

property steward and looked after the building until the closure on Christmas 
Eve 2010. 
 
Kathleen spent her childhood in Walbottle village. On leaving school she trained 
in nursing at Hexham and Newcastle General Hospitals before a change of 
career to the Civil Service until her retirement. 
 
I was born and brought up in Dunston being the youngest of four children. We 
worshipped at Vine Street Mission where my mother was organist. When I left 
school I became an apprentice in a steel company, but decided this was not for 
me and started work for Hoults Removals for many years travelling all over the 
country. Eventually I took up employment in local government, working at 
Newcastle Civic Centre on security, and later I obtained employment in central 
government as a civil servant working on the main site for the Department of 
Health and Security until I took early retirement. 
 
We regularly visited Brunswick coffee shop and felt at home in the friendly 
atmosphere where we were made very welcome. We met ministers and staff, 
past and present, and welcomed the help and support we have always been 
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given. When our church closed it was at Brunswick we were made welcome, 
and we decided to worship here - I became a member in May 2011. 
 
My hobbies are photography, listening to good music to relax and gardening 
"when required by Kathleen!" Kathleen still works voluntarily with children and 
loves walking, reading and gardening when able. 
 
We both love the area we live in and appreciate lovely scenery, where we can 
soon be away from the business of everyday life and hear silence in the 
countryside. We regularly visit Scotland where many of our relatives live. 
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Ayshayh Middleton 

Hello. I have been coming to Brunswick 
for about two and a half years now and I 
must say what a warm welcome I got. I 
grew up going to church but didn't 
become a Christian till I was 12. Even 
though I have lived in a number of places 
(Marton, Moorsholm, Redcar, New 
Marske) along with my parents and 
younger brother, I have mainly lived in 
Guisborough (my parents still live there). 
I moved to Newcastle in September 2001 
to be with my other half, Geoff, who 
many of you will have met. Not many of 
you will know that I used to work with 
horses and teach horse riding. I now 
work as a Senior Care Assistant looking after elderly people with dementia 
(hence why there are some weeks when I'm not at church), which can be a real 
challenge but my faith helps me along. I also went to Cliff College to study for a 
year (in 1996/7) - that was an experience to say the least. I did drift away from 
the church for a bit but God has a habit of finding you again or being there 
ahead of you, so there was no hiding. I love coming to Brunswick as you always 
see a friendly face and I have also been made welcome into the Global Family 
even though I am one of the – erm - older ones. I also enjoy reading and am a 
bit rusty at playing the drums. I look forward to many more years at Brunswick. 
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Joanna, Heather and I 
would like to say a big 
“Thank You” to Brunswick 
for the opportunity Joanna 
has for working in the 
Coffee Shop each Monday. 

Joanna and Heather catch 
the bus into town soon 
after 9am. They arrive in 
time for toast, which is 
greatly appreciated, before 
sharing in the staff prayers. 

Then Joanna gets down to work, clearing cups and plates and wiping the tables, 
whilst Heather goes upstairs to see if there’s any help that she can give in the 
circuit office. Joanna is very good at remembering what to do and enjoys being 
valued for the help that she gives. She likes wearing the blue uniform too. 

Sometimes the Coffee Shop is very busy and after two and a half hours on her 
feet Joanna is ready to sit down for some lunch. Sometimes unexpected things 
happen there too. On one occasion a couple of men took over two hours to 
drink a cup of tea and Joanna thought that this was far too long, pointed in the 
direction of the door and said, in her best Mrs Thatcher like voice, “OUT!”. You 
will be pleased to know that her customer relations skills are improving. 

After her work in the coffee shop is done Joanna goes to “In Motion”, a dance 
class in the city centre for adults with learning disabilities. Here she is learning 
to dance with other people rather than just doing her own thing and this is 
proving to be great fun. 
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Another activity that Joanna really enjoys at Brunswick is the “Singing and 
Signing” group. This meets once a month on a Thursday evening and is led by 
Peter who rents a room for the purpose. He chooses some lovely songs for 
people to both learn to sing and use “Makaton” signs to. Songs which Joanna 
has learned here include Armstrong’s “What a Wonderful World”, “Imagine” by 
John Lennon and “Any Dream Will Do” from Joseph by Andrew Lloyd Webber. 
This group is definitely one of the highlights of Joanna’s month. 

So thank you to Brunswick for enabling all these really good things to happen. 
You are greatly appreciated! 

 
Martyn, Heather and Joanna 

(Martyn is Minister in the Heaton and Wallsend section of the Circuit) 
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Greetings to all at Brunswick from Sri Lanka, 

We are glad to be able to write to you and update you on how we are getting on 
in Sri Lanka. Firstly we must say, we miss you all very much! It has been an 
absolutely wonderful experience when we look back at the times we spent with 
you in Brunswick. 

Now, the reason why we couldn’t write to you earlier; we have been blessed 
with a baby girl since 7th January 2014 and we named her Gabriella Kathleen 
Perera. She is a perfect little gem and weighed 6lb 6.2oz at birth. As you can 
imagine, Gabi is managing to keep our lives a bit busier than usual. She was 
baptized to the family of God on 16th February at Moratumulla Methodist 
Church, and the picture attached was taken on the day of Baptism. 

Nipuni is a full time mummy now and takes good care of our little Gabi. And as 
for me, I have started working as an Asst. Technical Manager in a well-
established electronics company since February, and keeping busy with work. 
God has worked miraculously in our lives since we decided to migrate back to 
Sri Lanka. It has been a very challenging journey, but we can now see that God’s 
plans are the best!  

We will not experience the seasons anymore as it’s like summer all year round 
here in Sri Lanka, but will surely miss the snowy winter! A big thank you to all 
who sent us wishes by means of cards, gifts, messages, etc. And thanks for 
remembering us in your prayers. A special thank you to Jill and everyone at 
Global Family. We would love to be in touch with you all; drop us an email or 
Facebook message if time permits. You may reach us at 
shan.amanda@yahoo.com or nipuni.preksha@yahoo.com. 

 

Much love to all and many 
blessings! 

Shan, Nipuni & baby Gabi 
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Tommy and May Robinson 

On 26th January, during morning worship, we 
were delighted to share with Tommy and 
May as they celebrated 40 years of marriage 
by renewing their vows in a Service of 
Blessing, conducted by Eden and Liesl. We 
send our congratulations to them, and our 
best wishes for many more years together! 

 

Brunswick Church News 

Church AGM The Brunswick Annual General Meeting will be held on Sunday 18th 
May, immediately after morning worship, and will include a soup lunch. All are 
welcome! 

Emily Manley is 100 years old! Emily used to worship at Brunswick before she 
moved to Morpeth to be nearer her family. Her family would like to invite 
anyone who knew her to join in the family celebration on Saturday 10th May 
2014. They are holding a drop-in day at Renwick House, Morpeth from 2pm. 
Further information from Vivien Scott on 01670 515221 or from the church 
office.    

Radio 4 Service CD Thank you to all those who gave a donation towards the CDs 
that were produced of the Radio 4 broadcast which took place at Brunswick on 
8th September 2013. Of the donations received for 118 copies of the CD, after 
costs were taken into account a contribution to church funds of £69.50 was 
made. Many thanks to Howard Chapman for organising the production of the 
CD and to all those who donated. 

Changes to the Stewarding Teams In the last few weeks there have been 
changes to the team of church and sound stewards at Brunswick. At the end of 
November we welcomed Victor Thomas (formerly of Dilston Road Methodist 
Church) who joined our team of church stewards and has settled in well to the 
task. Chris Carroll left us as a church steward to follow her new appointment as 
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a Church Based Community Worker establishing a new project at Brunswick, 
based on the African concept of Ubuntu (mutual care and support). We thank 
Chris for her role as a steward and wish her well in her new challenge. 
  
Without the sound system some of us may not catch every word from the 
lectern so it was good news to welcome on board Lola Oloniniyi from our Global 
Family to the sound stewards team. Andrew Raden, Samuel Ruben, Darwin Su 
and Hansen Salim were not able to continue as sound stewards – we thank 
them for their support and help and wish them well for the future.   
  
It is worth remembering that stewarding is not just a Sunday Role but cover is 
needed at other times for District, Circuit and other events held here at 
Brunswick. We appreciate all the work and effort our stewards do. Howard 
Chapman, Senior Church Steward 
 
New Parking Permits For those who attend morning and evening worship, 
please note that we have been reassured in an e-mail from the Civic Centre 
that: ‘the permits will allow a combined parking allowance of four hours. 
Provided that the vehicle does not actually park for more than four hours in 
total I would envisage that there would be no issues.’ If you have any queries 
about this, please speak to Fiona in the Church Office. 
 
 

 

Brunswick Church Anniversary 

Sunday 8th June 2014, 10.45am 

Preacher: Rev Leo Osborn 

Chair of the Newcastle District 
 

 
 
 
 

 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=MaDnVrfAVZ01qM&tbnid=ulVghIO7Z04_JM:&ved=0CAYQjRw&url=http://www.niddvalleymethodist.org.uk/event/a-day-of-bible-teaching/&ei=MxAqU-G5HYaQ0QXZ0oH4DA&bvm=bv.62922401,d.d2k&psig=AFQjCNFWaaebwP_GyQcIgrlUSVK0Yr9r2w&ust=1395351914351834
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During morning worship on 30th March, Eden was presented with 
a commemorative framed CD of the Radio 4 broadcast as a memento of 
that occasion. Many thanks to Howard for his arrangements towards this. 

 

 

 

Presented to  
The Revd Eden J Fletcher BA, MA 

Superintendent Minister  
Brunswick Methodist Church 

Newcastle upon Tyne 
 

in recognition that not in thirty years and more of travelling did the  
Revd John Wesley preach to as many people as you did during the 

forty minutes broadcast on BBC Radio 4 Morning Worship 
Sunday 8 September 2013 

  
Estimated listening audience 1.4 million 
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The Long Silence 

Answering the question ‘Why did he die?’ 

At the end of time, billions of people were scattered on a great plain before 
God’s throne. Most shrank back from the brilliant light before them. But some 
groups near the front talked heatedly – not with cringing shame, but with 
belligerence. 

‘Can God judge us? How can he know about suffering?’ snapped a pert young 
brunette. She ripped open a sleeve to reveal a tattooed number from a Nazi 
concentration camp. ‘We endured terror … beatings … torture … death!’ 

In another group a Negro boy lowered his collar. ‘What about this?’ he 
demanded, showing an ugly rope burn. ‘Lynched for no crime but being black!’ 

In another crowd, a pregnant schoolgirl with sullen eyes murmured ‘Why should 
I suffer? It wasn’t my fault.’ 

Far out across the plain were hundreds of such groups. Each had a complaint 
against God for the evil and suffering He permitted in His world. How lucky God 
was to live in heaven, where all was sweetness and light, where there was no 
weeping or fear, no hunger or hatred.  What did God know of all that man had 
been forced to endure in this world? For God lives a pretty sheltered life, they 
said. 

So each of these groups sent forth their leader, chosen because he had suffered 
the most. A Jew, a Negro, a person from Hiroshima, a horribly deformed 
arthritic, a thalidomide child. In the centre of the plain they consulted with each 
other. At last they were ready to present their case. It was rather clever. 

Before God could be qualified to be their judge, he must endure what they had 
endured. Their decision was that God should be sentenced to live on earth – as 
a man!  Let him be born a Jew. Let the legitimacy of his birth be doubted. Give 
him a work so difficult that even his family will think him out of his mind when 
he tries to do it. Let him be betrayed by his closest friends. Let him face false 
charges, be tried by a prejudiced jury and convicted by a cowardly judge. Let 
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him be tortured. At the last, let him see what it means to be terribly alone. Then 
let him die. Let him die so there can be no doubt he died. Let there be a great 
host of witnesses to verify it. 

As each leader announced his portion of the sentence, loud murmurs of 
approval went up from the throng of people assembled. 

When the last had finished pronouncing sentence there was a long silence. 

No one uttered another word. No one moved. For suddenly all knew that God 
had already served his sentence. 

Anon. 

 

I first heard this in the 1970s read by a visiting speaker at a school assembly I 
had arranged. Both staff colleagues and pupils commented that it had made 
them think. I still find it very moving. Joan Thornton 
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Prayers and Meditations for Lent and Easter  

Lent 

Lent is a tree without blossom, without leaf, 
Barer than the blackthorn in its winter sleep, 
All unadorned. Unlike Christmas which decrees 
The setting up, the dressing up of trees, 
Lent is a taking down, a stripping bare, 
A starkness after all has been withdrawn 
Of surplus and superfluous, 
Leaving no hiding place, only an emptiness 
Between black branches, a most precious space 
Before the leaf, before the time of flowers; 
Lest we should see only the leaf, the flower, 
Lest we should miss the stars. 

‘Lent’ by Jean M Watt 
in ‘The Heart’s Time’, Janet Morley SPCK London 2011 
 

EASTER 

God of all our growing, 
Call our shoots up from the soil, 
Of our awakening. 
Nurture the resurrection life in us, 
In the fragile burgeoning thrust of green, 
In the delicate bud, the trembling leaf, 
In the first tentative signs of our growth. 
Send your Spirit where the new season dances 
And bring us into the promise of spring. 
 
Dr Nicola Slee 
Reproduced with permission. Originally appeared in: Easter Garden: A Sequence 
of Readings on the Resurrection Hope (Fount, 1990) 
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Arise to a new hope 

Ultimate peace begins when we have peace with God. Regardless of your past, 
your future is still untapped. He is willing to forgive and forget – just ask him. 

 

Power in the blood 

Easter says you can put truth in a grave, but it won’t stay there. C W Hall 

 

Christ makes you a new person 

The resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead changes everything – your past, 
your present and your future. 

 

Let bygones be bygones 

Who do you need to forgive today? Forgive them! Or at least ask God to help 
you start the process. The person who truly walks with God is a person who is 
merciful and forgiving. 

 

Turn obstacles into stepping stones 

Adversity draws us closer to God. There are things we learn about God when 
we’re in trouble that we can’t learn any other way. But remember, ‘The Lord is 
close to the broken-hearted.’ 

 

Washed in the blood 

When we come to God in repentance he does not see us dressed in our sinful 
garments. He sees Christ’s robe of righteousness covering us and we are 
pronounced redeemed, cleansed and clean in his Spirit. 
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The ultimate sacrifice 

No pain, no palm; 
No thorns, no throne; 
No gall, no glory; 
No cross, no crown. 
 
William Penn 
 

Be free in Christ 

Without showing mercy, life becomes an endless cycle of resentment and 
retaliation. But as you walk in love, you experience freedom. 

Taken from ‘God’s Little Book of Easter’ by Richard Daly 
Published by William Collins Books 2011 
Reproduced with permission 
Submitted by Betty Watson 
 

For now the winter is past, 
The rains are over and gone; 
The flowers appear in the countryside; 
The time is coming when the birds will sing.           
             
 Song of Songs 2:11 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



23 
 

Thank You to the Mills Family 

The Mills family from West 
Sussex have become 
increasingly aware of how 
many people like Lily are 
struggling on low food budgets and wanted to do 
something to help. So they've decided to help tackle 
food poverty by halving their weekly food budget 

during April and donating the £250 that they save. 

Paul and Sioned say:  

'We've been really conscious over the last couple of years of how much food 
prices have increased and therefore how much people really must be struggling 
if their income is stagnant, or worse still they've lost their job or had their 
benefits stopped. We saw some publicity for ‘End Hunger Fast’ and felt we 
ought to try and do something to help - we thought for us this was the best way 
to do it, and aside from being slightly daunted by the challenge we're really 
interested to see what impact it's going to have on us - what sort of choices 
we're going to have to make'. 

Taken from the website of the Trussell Trust 

 

Newcastle West End Food Bank 

Please pray for Steve Metcalfe, one of the Project Managers, and his family. 
Steve is seriously ill in the Freeman Hospital. Please as well pray for Michael 
Nixon, also a Project Manager, as he and the Food Bank team work hard to feed 
the 1000 or so clients who are referred to the Food Bank every week. 

Your donations, of both food and money, continue to be very much 
appreciated, and don’t forget that you can now get rid of all those plastic bags 
that have been accumulating! Please leave them next to the food bank box in 

 

 

  

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=ZL64DCTS1NAtsM&tbnid=Slf8VEkMoKJerM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.refugee.org.uk/tyne-destitution&ei=qYk0U6PCMbLJ0AXXnICgCw&bvm=bv.63808443,d.ZG4&psig=AFQjCNF7XUQrwlHqbfkzSL09bWw4GXsVbg&ust=1396038422754333
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the worship area – they are used at the food bank to put the food in for the 
clients. 

Items-of-the-month for April and May – any tinned food, UHT milk, breakfast 
cereal and 500g bags of sugar. 

The Newcastle West End Food Bank, based at the Church of the Venerable 
Bede on the West Road, is looking for an Assistant Manager. This is a 
voluntary post, although expenses will be paid. Could anyone interested 
please get in touch with Rev Tim Ferguson on 0191 256 7020 or email 
timferguson36@yahoo.com 

 

With many thanks 
Ruth Colclough and all at the Food Bank   

 
 

Brunswick News 2014 
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Theme Publication 
Date 

Jun / Jul 18.05.14 Summer 01.06.14 

Aug / Sep 20.07.14 Commemoration 
of the outbreak 
of World War I 

03.08.14 

Oct / Nov 21.09.14  05.10.14 
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Wider Church News 

Methodist Church to join major national credit union 
 
At its last meeting the Methodist Council agreed to become a partner to the 
Churches Mutual Credit Union (CMCU). 
 
The CMCU is an alliance between the Anglican churches in Britain, the Church of 
Scotland and the Methodist Church in Britain. As well as offering the benefits of 
credit union membership to ministers, trustees and those employed by the 
Church, the CMCU will continue to show the Churches walking the walk as well 
as talking the talk of ethical investment. 
 
Methodist Connexional Secretary Doug Swanney said: “The work that credit 
unions do is essential in helping people to access low-cost, ethical loans and 
savings accounts. Getting on board with this movement fits perfectly with the 
values of the Methodist Church and we are excited about the opportunity to 
enthuse people about the work of credit unions and to make their benefits 
available as widely as possible.” 
 
Taken from the Methodist Church website 

 

MediaLit 2014: 23-27 June 2014 
 
CODEC is holding its fifth MediaLit training course in Durham from 23-27 June, 
exploring Christian ministry and the media.  
 
Previous MediaLit courses have been greatly valued by participants who have 
included ministerial students and ordinands of different denominations, media 
professionals, diocesan and district communications officers. 
 
The course is open to anyone interested in engaging with the media – mass 
media, broadcast media, social media and community media. 
 
You can find more details on the website: 
https://www.dur.ac.uk/codec/about/events/medialit 
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Praying for flood victims 
 
Following the terrible weather and devastation that swept the UK, please keep 
all those affected by flooding in your prayers. The Revd Peter Pillinger, chair of 
the Plymouth and Exeter District, has written this prayer: 
 
O Lord of the waters of creation, 
we are awed by the power and majesty of the oceans,  
seas and rivers. 
 
We give thanks to you for the water we have to drink; 
for the skills we have been given by you 
to channel the power of the wind and the waves. 
 
We remember before you those affected  
by flood, cyclone and hurricane. 
 
We ask you to remind us, as we drink, of what we can do 
for those for whom water is less friendly. Amen. 
 
Taken from the Methodist Church website 
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Do it anyway 
 
People are often unreasonable, illogical and self-centred, 
Forgive them anyway. 
 
If you are kind, people may accuse you of selfish, ulterior motives, 
Be kind anyway. 
 
If you are successful, you will win some false friends and some true enemies, 
Succeed anyway. 
 
If you are honest and frank, people may cheat you, 
Be honest and frank anyway. 
 
What you spend years building, someone could destroy overnight, 
Build anyway. 
 
If you find serenity and happiness, they may be jealous, 
Be happy anyway. 
 
The good you do today, people will often forget tomorrow, 
Do good anyway. 
 
Give the world the best you have, and it may never be enough, 
Give the world the best you've got anyway. 
 
You see, in the final analysis, it is between you and your God, 
It was never between you and them anyway. 
 

Accredited to Mother Teresa of Calcutta 
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Lord, you alone 

Lord, you alone can give faith 
But help us to give our witness 
 
Lord, you alone can give hope 
But help us to give others confidence 
 
Lord, you alone can give love 
But help us to teach others to love 
 
Lord, you alone can give peace 
But help us to work for reconciliation 
 
Lord, you alone can give strength 
But help us to sustain the discouraged ones 
 
Lord, you alone are the Way 
But help us to show that way to others 
 
Lord, you alone are the Light 
Help us to enlighten it in the eyes of others 
 
Lord, you alone are Life 
But help us to give others everywhere the desire to live 
 
Lord, you alone are complete in Yourself 
But help us to see that you need us 
 
For Christ’s sake, Amen 
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FOR YOUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS  
  
During APRIL – LENT AND EASTER 
 
Week beginning 
 
6th April Were you there when they crucified my Lord?. . . . . .  

13th April Were you there when they cheered Christ on His way?. . . . . . 

20th April Were you there when God raised Christ from the dead?. . . . . . 
 

27th April Christ is alive! No longer bound to distant years in Palestine, 
but saving, healing, here and now and touching every place and 
time. . . . . . 

    
 
During MAY – BRUNSWICK MEANS . . . . . . 
 
Week beginning 
 
4th May Brunswick means . . . . . a safe place to be 

11th May Brunswick means . . . . . a place which has a concern for the wider 

 world e.g. through Christian Aid 

18th May Brunswick means . . . . . a meeting place for people who feel 
rejected and lonely 

25th May Brunswick means . . . . . a place to meet friends and find Christ 
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Forthcoming Dates for your Diary: 
Ladies Tuesday Circle: Tuesdays - 2:00pm (meet at 1.45pm) 

April  
1st  Bible Readings from Another Angle 
8th David Stabler – An Easter Message 
May  
6th  Silver Active – Speaker: Jo Linton 

13th  Blenheim Palace – Speaker: Ray Calbouten 
20th    Visual Bible Stories – Speaker: Heather Skinner 
27th  Carlisle, Bangalore & Baghdad 
June TBA 
3rd     

10th  
17th   
24th     

  
Brunswick Club for Men: Tuesdays - 10:30am – Noon 
April  

1st  Strange Tales Out of School 
8th  TBA 

    15th     Life and Times of Dickens 
22nd  EASTER 
29th  EASTER 
May  
6th  Music of the Movies – Speaker: Mr Michael Cullen 

13th “Flying” – Speaker: Mr John Hutchinson 

20th     Capability Brown’s Influence on Kirkhall Courtyard – Speakers -  Mr & 
Mrs Anderson 

 27th  The West Highland Line – Speaker: Mr John Core 
June  
3rd    The History of the North Tyne – Speaker: Mr John Clark 

10th  A Look Back at ICI – Speaker: Dr Kath Smith 
  17th   Washington’s Crossing – Speaker: Prof R Madeley 

24th   Crystal Palace – Speaker: Bill Bland 
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Worship Leaders – April/May 
 

April 10.45am 6.00pm 

6th    Canon J W Wesley Blakey Rev Kathryn M Reader 

13th Rev Calvin T Samuel Major Antony Mugford 

20th  Rev Ian White (Easter 
Communion) 

Rev Glynn Lister (Easter 
Communion) 

27th   Deacon Liesl Warren Major Antony Mugford 

   

May 10.45am 6.00pm 

4th      Rev Glynn Lister (Holy 
Communion) 

Mr Peter Waugh 

11th  Mrs Chris Carroll Major Antony Mugford 

18th  Rev Terry Hurst Rev Martyn Skinner (Holy 
Communion) 

25th     Mr David Stabler Major Antony Mugford 

   
 

Holy Week and Easter 
 

Maundy Thursday 17th April at 7pm, service led by Rev Glynn Lister 

Good Friday 18th April at 10.45am, service led by Major Antony Mugford and 
followed by Walk of Witness and Service at the Monument 
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Other events in June and beyond 
June 8th - Circuit Service at 3pm at Jesmond Methodist Church - 50th 
Anniversary Service to commemorate the establishment of the Methodist 
Housing Association (MHA). The service will be led by Rev. Rob Hawkins and Ken 
McKenzie and the Preacher will be Rev. Dr. Keith Albans (Director of Spirituality 
at MHA). 

 

July 12th – Social from 1-4pm, including a short thanksgiving service, to celebrate 
40 years of Listening Post at Brunswick. Buffet lunch provided. The celebrations 
will continue during morning worship on Sunday 13th July at 10.45am 

 

August 13th - Brunswick Day Trip to Epworth Rectory. See Howard Chapman for 
more details. 

 

August 31st – Circuit Service at 6pm at St Andrew's, Benton - Welcome Service 
for Rev. Gavin Hume and Celebration of the New Connexional Year - led by Rev. 
Leo Osborn 

 

September 28th – Circuit Service at 6pm at Heaton Methodist Church - led by 
Rev Leo Osborn 
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Flower Rota – Apr/May 

April    

6th    Mr I Storey Ann Stothert 

13th  Mr & Mrs D Thornton June Appleyard 

20th   EASTER EASTER 

27th    Mr & Mrs H Chapman Gail Nichol 

                                        

May   

4th    Ms P Emmerson Ann Stothert 

11th Miss J Kelsall Gail Nichol 

18th  Miss S Scott June Appleyard 

25th     Mr & Mrs C Wells Barbara Wells 

 

 

Prayer Meeting (in the Prayer Chapel in the Foyer -  
first Saturday of the month) 

 

April   

5th   10.30am – 11.30am  

May   

3rd   10.30am – 11.30am  

June   

7th  10.30am – 11.30am  
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Young Adults (Global Family) each Wednesday at 6.30pm (incorporating  

D-Church and Student Alpha) 

ENGAGE (alternative worship) – 7.00pm – last Tuesday Monthly 

Brunswick Friendship Group (BFG) each Thursday at 4.30pm   

Bible Study each Thursday at 5.00pm 

The Over 60s Luncheon Club each Friday at 12 noon with a speaker on the first 
Friday of each month   

First Tuesday in the month G.I.G.G.L.E.S (Girls in God, Growing, Learning, Eating, 
Sharing) – see Liesl for details 

Second Tuesday in the month Menslife@Brunswick – see Richard for details 
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BRUNSWICK METHODIST CHURCH 
 

Brunswick Place, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE1 7BJ 
Tel (0191) 232 1692  

e-mail: admin@brunswickmethodist.org.uk 
www.brunswickmethodist.org.uk 

 

Ministerial Team: Rev Eden J Fletcher, Deacon Liesl Warren, 
Jill Foster and Chris Carroll 

 
 

 

 

Submissions for the next edition (June - July) are welcomed.  

Please forward these to Ruth Colclough or the Church Office  
by 18th May 2014.  

 

You should state clearly if the contribution is original 
or indicate the source for copyright purposes.  

 

Due to limited space we cannot guarantee to include all submissions. 
 

Front cover photograph of the Angel of the North used with permission 

 

 

 

mailto:admin@brunswickmethodist.org.uk
http://www.brunswickmethodist.org.uk/
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From the Gospel according to Matthew 28 

1Early on Sunday morning, as the new day was dawning, Mary 
Magdalene and the other Mary went out to visit the tomb. 

2 Suddenly there was a great earthquake! For an angel of the Lord 
came down from heaven, rolled aside the stone, and sat on it. 3 His 

face shone like lightning, and his clothing was as white as snow. 
4 The guards shook with fear when they saw him, and they fell into 

a dead faint. 

5 Then the angel spoke to the women. “Don’t be afraid!” he said. “I 
know you are looking for Jesus, who was crucified. 6 He isn’t here! 
He is risen from the dead, just as he said would happen. Come, see 

where his body was lying. 7 And now, go quickly and tell his 
disciples that he has risen from the dead, and he is going ahead of 
you to Galilee. You will see him there. Remember what I have told 

you.” 

8 The women ran quickly from the tomb. They were very frightened 
but also filled with great joy, and they rushed to give the disciples 

the angel’s message. 9 And as they went, Jesus met them and 
greeted them. And they ran to him, grasped his feet, and 

worshipped him. 

 


