‘Be

faithful in prayer!’

Sir Issac Newton once said that he could take his telescope and look millions of
miles into space…then he added: “But when I lay my telescope aside, go into
my room, shut the door, and get down on my knees in earnest prayer, I see
more of heaven and feel closer to God than if I were assisted by all the
telescopes on earth!”
It was fitting that the above exhortation, ‘be faithful in prayer’ (Romans 12:12)
was found in one of our lectionary readings on my first Sunday in a new Circuit
and which I used in my first act of worship at Brunswick. As I began that
service, words of a chorus spoke to me and so I shared them as part of an
opening prayer:
‘To be in your presence, to sit at your feet, where your love surrounds me and
makes me the complete.’ The second verse continues, ‘To be in your presence,
not rushing away, to cherish each moment, here I would stay.’
Perhaps, as Liesl and I shared in worship on the following Sunday, this is a
timely word for those of us who worship and who serve God in a city centre
context. The needs which are presented once our (sliding!) doors open can
often be pressing needs which require an immediate response. Then, of
course, for a new Minister in this particular setting there are also new working
patterns to organise, new information to take ‘on board’, new colleagues to
build relationships with, and lots of new names to remember!
Not surprisingly, then, the sanctuary of a prayer space within our church has
been a much needed one! As I shared in this same service, Liesl and I were
walking across to the prayer chapel one morning when we were joined by a
young man who entered the room with us. He had come for 10.30am
expecting to find Christians at prayer having done so, he told us, a few months
earlier. Here was a person with both an expectation and a desire to pray with
other Christians within our own church!
When Moses set up his own ‘prayer space’ or tent of meeting (in Exodus ch.33)
it was deliberately located outside of where his people had set up camp. Did
2

this physical distance from the camp symbolise something deeper? Did the fact
that Moses had set up the tent of meeting ‘some distance away’ (as the writer
puts it) illustrate just how broken the fellowship between the Israelite people
and God had become?
These were a people, remember, who just one chapter previously had become
so impatient with Moses at the foot of Mount Sinai that they had made their
own deity to be worshipped in place of Yahweh.
Physical distance not only can symbolise how human relationships have
become broken…in Exodus 33 it symbolises how broken the relationship of God
with his people had become. However, verse 7 continues… ‘anyone inquiring of
the Lord’, or ‘seeking the Lord’ would go out to this tent. In other words, there
was clearly the recognition on the part of the Israelites that this distance
needed to be bridged and that their relationship with God be restored.
I would like to encourage us all to follow the Israelites example and to seek to
prioritise times of prayer, whether that be following Isaac Newton’s example
(and the teaching of Jesus in the Sermon on the Mount) and doing so in your
own home, or whether that be joining with those of us who are based within
our church at varying times of the week.
Liesl is currently arranging a new rota and time (10am) for our week day
prayers and so, however frequently you may come into the city centre, please
bear this time in mind and take an opportunity to pray with us. It may only be
for a few minutes if you are serving in the coffee shop or you could ‘rest in
God’s presence’ for a little longer.
Remember that it was very clear to the Israelites when Moses returned from
the tent of meeting that he had been in the presence of God. How can our
praying help us to then be a more godly and a Christlike presence for all those
who cross paths with us each day in the city centre?
“Journey then in my presence and in my strength…if you try to journey in your
own strength, you will fall and wither along the way.
I am the source of Life. Choose Life, in every moment of your living, because this
is the whole purpose of your existence.”
(Margaret Silf – Sacred
Spaces).
Revd. Paul
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Student Church Search

This term we look to welcome many new students and young
adults to Brunswick. September and October usually see a huge
new intake of students to our city and we want to make sure if
they come to us they get a great welcome.

We are participating again in the Christian Union Church Search.
This is a six-week Sunday morning breakfast meeting where new
students can meet with student workers or representatives from all
the churches in the city. Here they can chat and find out what is
going on for Christian students in the different churches and can
choose to visit different churches throughout the six weeks. It’s
usually held in one of the local pubs or the student union and we
mingle together over bacon butties and good coffee. I am going
to be going along to Church Search every Sunday from the 17th
September and any students who are interested in checking
Brunswick out will be able to walk with me to church from the
Church Search venue and sit with me or Georgia. This enables an
easy link for anyone, so they don’t have to go to a new church
alone and so they can be linked with any other students and
young adults when they arrive.
So if you notice us with some new faces please say hi - we would
love to welcome as many new people as possible into our church
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family this year and give them a great first impression of our
church.
This term we are hoping to host a number of welcome activities
as part of our Global Family plans, so those who come to check
us out can get to know others there too!
Many blessings
Jill Foster
Young Adult Worker

Students and Young Adults Bible Study
Every Tuesday evening at 6:30pm, the students and young adults
at Brunswick meet for Bible Study. We started meeting a few years
ago, and since then have grown both in number and in
discipleship. We have looked at different books and themes in the
Bible and are currently studying the Prophets in the Old
Testament, which is challenging but interesting!
The Bible Study is ‘group led’; each week a different member of
the group leads the study. This allows us to explore the Bible in
different ways, as we learn from each other and our different
approaches.
We are an open group, and are always keen to welcome
newcomers! So please come along if you consider yourself a
student or young adult. ☺
Georgia – Church Family Development Worker
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KidzChurch
Our KidzChurch is back after having a break throughout August, and we
are continuing to learn about Luke’s Gospel through a number of
different activities. Recently we have been on a treasure hunt to find
coins, made streamers to celebrate Jesus, completed dot-to-dots and
word searches, prayed together and learnt a new song! We always have
lots of fun at KidzChurch and I am very excited to see how God will
work through the leaders and the children over the next few months.
We meet every Sunday during the morning service at Brunswick - new
families welcome! ☺

Georgia – Church Family Development Worker

A People Place by William J. Crocker
If this is not a place where my spirits can take wing,
Where do I go to fly?
If this is not a place where tears are understood,
Where can I go to cry?
If this is not a place where my questions can be asked,

Where do I go to seek?
If this is not a place where my feelings can be heard,
Where do I go to speak?
If this is not a place where you’ll accept me as I am,
Where do I go to be?
If this is not a place where I can try to learn and grow,
Where can I be just me?
Submitted by Gail Nichol
In the public domain
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Exhibition: To honour a Great and Good Man
Date/Time: 07/09/2017 - 30/11/2017, 8:30 am - 8:00 pm
Location
Newcastle University Philip Robinson Library, Jesmond Road
West, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE2 4HQ
Box office contact: 0191 208 7662

Website: http://www.ncl.ac.uk/library/special-collections/
collections/
Free admission
To honour a Great and Good Man
The story of Dr Martin Luther King’s award of
an honorary degree from Newcastle
University.
Drawing on material from the archives of
Newcastle University’s Special Collections,
this exhibition will tell the story of Dr King’s
visit to Newcastle. It will look at what led to
his nomination for an honorary degree, the communications and
preparations building up to the visit and what happened on the
day itself, as well as the aftermath and legacy of Dr King’s visit.
16th November at 5pm – a vigil at Monument to mark the 50th
anniversary of the visit of the Rev Martin Luther King to
Newcastle University, where he was awarded an honorary
doctorate. Religious leaders from different faiths will speak for
two minutes each on some of the themes Martin Luther King was
passionate about. It will be followed by a Christian service at St.
Nicholas’ Cathedral where Bishop Christine Hardman will
preach.
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Remembrance Sunday 12th November 2017
They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old:
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.
At the going down of the sun and in the morning,
We will remember them.
When You Go Home, Tell Them Of Us And Say,
For Your Tomorrow, We Gave Our Today

John 15 v13
Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s
friends.

Collect for Remembrance Sunday
Eternal God, in whose perfect realm no sword is drawn but the sword of
justice, and no strength known but the strength of love: guide and
inspire all who seek your kingdom, that peoples and nations may find
their security in the love which casts out fear; through Jesus Christ our
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October Item-of-the-Month – Tea Bags
November Item-of-the-Month – Rice
Please donate 'normal' sized food items - the Food Bank staff are not allowed
to split packets of food, so 5kg bags of pasta are a challenge! Also, please feel
free to leave any unwanted plastic carrier bags beside the food bank box - they
are used to put the food in for the clients. If you would prefer to make a
financial contribution, you can make cheques payable to Newcastle West End
Food Bank, or you can transfer money directly to their bank account, or you
can post your donation to the treasurer’s address. There is an information
sheet in the folder attached to our Food Bank box in the worship area. For any
further details, please speak to Ruth, and thank you for your continued
support!
Thank you for your donations!
The West End Food Bank are very grateful for our donations – thank you
for your continued support!
Please could we have some more plastic bags?! Thank you

Combined Harvest Appeal
Foodbanks rely on donations of both food and money to help them
support people facing a crisis within communities across the UK. Without
your goodwill, foodbanks would really struggle to operate, and that’s why
your support is needed more than ever this Harvest.
Donate food
The change in the seasons is a time when foodbanks see an increased
demand in their services. The Harvest period is the perfect opportunity
for them to stock up on a range of items, ensuring that they can continue
to provide food parcels to people struggling during these busier months.

9

Donate funds
Foodbanks also need to collect monetary donations to continue to fund
their vital work. These donations help to cover the costs of storing and
distributing food, as well as developing sustainable projects that help
people out of crisis faster and have a lasting impact.
What is Harvest?
The autumn equinox, indicating the end of summer and a change in the
seasons, marks the celebration of the Harvest Festival period. It brings
with it a time of reflection and thankfulness for the abundance of food we
are fortunate to have, whilst also remembering those who don’t have
access to the most basic of necessities.
Taken from the website of The Trussell Trust
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ANNUAL WALK FOR PEACE
on
Sunday 15th October 2017
Starting at
12.30pm
from the Hindu Temple
West Road, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE4 9QB

(for programme see overleaf)
Refreshments provided
For further information please contact
Hari Shukla on 0191 243 3620
Or Church House on 0191 2704100
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PROGRAMME

12.30 pm

Meet at the Hindu Temple
- refreshments available

1.00 pm

Opening Prayers and a brief talk about one
aspect of the Hindu Faith from a member
of the Hindu Community

1.15 pm

Walk to Church of the Venerable Bede

1.30 pm

arrival at the Venerable Bede, prayer and
a brief talk about Christianity
- cold drinks available

2.00 pm

Walk to the Central Mosque

2.30 pm

On arrival at the Central Mosque, prayer and
a short talk about the Muslim Faith
- cold drinks available.

3.00 pm

Walk to the Sikh Gurdwara, stopping on the
way for a Jewish prayer at the site of the
first Synagogue in the City.

3.30 pm

On arrival at the Sikh Gurdwara, prayer and
a short talk on the Sikh Faith

Refreshments will be served
4.00 pm

Close
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Forthcoming Dates for your Diaries:
Brunswick Club for Men: Tuesdays - 10:30am – Noon
Oct

3

William Wilberforce
Speaker: Dr Jared Johnson

10

How the East Was Won
Speaker: Ged Parker

17

Tales of a Country Solicitor
Speaker: Cliff Pettit

24

Border People
Speaker: John Parker

31

The Ups and Downs of a North Sea Pilot
Speaker: Capt Terry Took

Nov

7

Geordie Humour

Speaker: Councillor David Faulkner
14

Gateshead, A Victorian Boom Town
Speaker: Anthea Lang

21

Forget Carter
Speaker: Chris Phipps

28

The Comedy Writer

Speaker: Ray Lowry

Morning Prayers, every
day, Monday to Friday,
10 to 10.15am in the
Prayer Chapel.
All Welcome!
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Worship Leaders – October/November
Oct

10.45 am

6.00 pm

1

Rev Paul Cleever-Thorpe (Holy
Communion)

Rev Gordon Wynne

8

Rev Paul Wilson

Major Gotobed

15

Rev Elaine Lindridge

Rev Paul Cleever-Thorpe (Holy
Communion)

22

Rev Paul Cleever-Thorpe
(Pastoral Visitors’ Dedication)

Major Gotobed (Café Style
Worship)

29

Mr Tim Rogers

Circuit Service at Heaton

5

Rev Paul Cleever-Thorpe (Holy
Communion)

Rev Gavin Hume

12

Rev Paul Cleever-Thorpe

Major Gotobed
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Ms Ivy Leung

Rev Paul Cleever-Thorpe (Holy
Communion)

26

Mr Keith Jones

Major Gotobed (Café Style
Worship)

Nov

Young Adults (Global Family) each Thursday at 7.00pm
Young Adults Bible Study in the Prayer Chapel on Tuesdays, 6.30-7.30pm
Brunswick Friendship Group (BFG) each Thursday at 4.30pm
The Over 60s Luncheon Club each Friday at 12noon
Worship Group – singing rehearsal – second Tuesday of the month at 7.30pm
in the hall
15

G.I.G.G.L.E.S. (Girls in God, Growing, Learning, Eating, Sharing) meets on the
second Wednesday of the month at 6.30pm in the hall. All girls of all ages
welcome! See Georgia or Liesl for more information.
The ‘Gathering’ – social activities for men and women of all ages! Third
Tuesday of the month at 1.30pm
Space 4 Prayer – on the first Sunday of the month in the Prayer Chapel at 10am
Bible Study starting on Wednesday 4 October at 2.00pm, and will continue to
meet fortnightly on the 1st & 3rd Wednesday in each month.

Kidzchurch – every Sunday during morning worship – all children welcome! See
Liesl for more details.

Other events in October and beyond
15-22 October Week of Prayer for World Peace
www.weekofprayerforworldpeace.com
15th October - Freedom Sunday www.stopthetraffik.org/campaign/
freedomsunday
8-14 October Prisons Week (England and Wales) www.prisonsweek.org
23-29 October One World Week www.oneworldweek.org
24th October - United Nations Day www.un.org/en/events/unday
12-19 Nov Interfaith Week www.interfaithweek.org
16th November at 5pm – a vigil at Monument to mark the 50th anniversary of
the visit of the Rev Martin Luther King to Newcastle University, where he was
awarded an honorary doctorate. Religious leaders from different faiths will
speak for two minutes each on some of the themes Martin Luther King was
passionate about. It will be followed by a Christian service at St. Nicholas’
Cathedral where Bishop Christine Hardman will preach.
19th November - World Day of Remembrance for Road Traffic Victims
www.roadpeace.org
19th November - International Day of Prayer for Persecuted Christians
www.csw.org.uk
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Brunswick
Advent
Big Sing!
Saturday 18th November 12-2pm
in the church hall

All welcome!
Join us as we learn some of the new Advent

hymns and songs in our hymn book, ‘Singing the
Faith’, as well as enjoying some well-known
favourites. Special requests encouraged! Please
pass your requests to Brunswick Church Office
before the event.
Refreshments will be served.
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