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Easter 2021: ‘Mary Magdalene came to the tomb…’ 
 
For many of us, perhaps, our understanding of God and our understanding of 
what it means to be ‘church’ has changed over the past year. In her book, ‘I 
Hear a Seed Growing’, Edwina Gateley pens a poem offering a woman’s picture 
of God: 
 

“God ran away when we imprisoned her and put her in a box named ‘Church’. 

God would have none of our labels and our limitations and she said, ‘I will 

escape and plant myself in simpler, poorer soil where those who see, will see, 

and those who hear, will hear. 

 

I will become a God - believable because I am free and go where I will. My 

goodness will be found in my freedom and that freedom I offer to all – 

regardless of colour, sex or status.” 

 

It has been a positive thing, I think, for our understandings of God and of 

Church to be enlarged because of the pandemic and its impact upon our lives. 

Edwina Gateley’s poem reminds me of King Solomon who, as he stood in front 

of all the people, prayed these words: ‘But will God really dwell on earth?  The 

heavens cannot contain you. How much less this temple I have built!’ 

 

God has been free, as Edwina Gateley puts it, to go where (s)he will and our 

home-based worship has, I hope, helped us to appreciate this all the more. The 

Sunday after my dad died, I had taken my mum back home after she had been 

with us in Newcastle for a few days. I was able to lead worship with my mum, a 

retired Local Preacher, from inside her own living room. Another relative who 

joined us that morning appreciated the worship so much that he asked if I 

would send him the link for the following Sunday morning…and Peter, my 

brother-in-law, has been worshipping with us ever since. 

 

Of course, it will be great to gather again in one physical location to worship 

God as and when we are able. But we shall continue to enable those who are 

not able to gather in this way, or who live in other parts of the country (or in 
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other parts of the world!) to meet together online as many have rejoiced in 

doing over the past year. This form of ‘church’ will continue to have value and 

so we shall need to plan our resources of worship-leading carefully over the 

coming months to ensure that all are included. 

  

Edwina Gateley’s poem, as I said earlier, is also a woman’s picture of God. 

At a time when the voice of women is demanding to be heard, whether 

through the #Me-Too campaign founded in the United States or the recent 

vigils in memory of Sarah Everard in our own country, those of us who are 

male are realising that we need to be listening more to these voices, learning 

from those experiences being shared and acting in appropriate (and perhaps 

new) ways as a consequence of what we hear and learn. 

 

John, the writer of the fourth gospel, places a woman at one of the most 

pivotal moments in his gospel. Mary Magdalene, whom John has told us very 

little about before chapter 20, is the first person to testify to the empty tomb. 

She is the first person to see the risen Christ, and she is the first evangelist to 

go and tell others of what and who she has seen: ‘I have seen the Lord!’ 

 

I trust that the joy and hope of Easter is not something which you are going to 

keep to yourself. If, as we have been encouraged to do through our Lenten 

series on ‘The Jesus Way of Life’, we all were to take the opportunity to tell one 

other person about the God we believe, especially in the season of Easter, then 

we could see some wonderful things happen in the lives of those around us! 

 

Blessings to you and your families this Eastertide! 

Paul 
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Easter Prayer 
 
This prayer has been written by the Revd Michaela 
Youngson. 
You could use this in your small group, on your own, or 
in your church services during Easter. 
 
When everything was dark 
and it seemed that the sun would never shine again, 
your love broke through. 
 
Your love was too strong, 
too wide, 
too deep 
for death to hold. 
 
The sparks cast by your love 
dance and spread 
and burst forth 
with resurrection light. 
 
Gracious God, 
We praise you for the light of new life 
made possible through Jesus. 
We praise you for the light of new life 
that shone on the first witnesses of resurrection. 
We praise you for the light of new life 
that continues to shine in our hearts today. 
 
We pray that the Easter light of life, hope and joy, 
will live in us each day; 
and that we will be bearers of that light 
into the lives of others. 
Amen. 
 
Taken from the website of the Methodist Church 
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Celebrating Brunswick’s 200th birthday! 

 

Well, the time has finally arrived friends! Tuesday, 23rd February, marked 

exactly 200 years since the first act of worship took place within Brunswick 

Methodist Church. We are so thankful to have reached this significant landmark 

in the life of our church and are mindful of those pioneers who had the vision 

to plant a church at the heart of our city in the early 19th Century. 

 

Whilst the impact of the current pandemic has inevitably changed our 

anniversary plans, we can still take moments to reflect together, not just upon 

significant dates, but upon the continuing value and importance of Methodism 

having a worshipping and a 

missional presence in Newcastle 

city centre, which we believe 

Brunswick certainly still has. 

 

When he arrived at Brunswick in 

2017 one of the first things that 

Paul did was to arrange a coffee 

and chat with one of his 

predecessors, Revd Terry Hurst, as 

he was aware of Terry’s own 

passion for and knowledge of 

Brunswick’s Methodist heritage. As 

a result of that conversation, Paul 

read newspaper articles which reported on the opening of our church from 

which one major thing struck him. This was the reference, inside what was then 

a two-tiered sanctuary, to how worshippers sat in different areas of seating 

according to their class or status.  

 

Whilst it may not be too surprising to learn this, it does make us think of the 

apostle Paul’s words in that beautiful passage from Philippians chapter 2: “…in 

humility value others above yourselves, not looking to your own interests but 

each of you to the interests of the others. In your relationships with one 
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 another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus…” (verses 3b-5). 

 

Our hope is that, over these past 200 years, the many hundreds of people who 

have shared in the life of Brunswick Methodist Church will have found their 

relationship with Jesus Christ to have been deepened, as the hymnwriter who 

was clearly inspired by the above passage puts it: ‘by his (Christ’s) love and 

power controlling all I do and say!’ 

 

Would you say that this has this been your own experience, whether you have 

been a Brunswick church member for 50 years or have joined us far more 

recently? Have you come into a deeper relationship with your Lord and Saviour 

as you have walked the way of discipleship with other Brunswick friends? 

 

As Rob said in a recent church magazine, the future shape of Brunswick 

Methodist Church will take on a different form when we re-emerge from these 

‘lockdowns’….but we are sure that many of our predecessors would have hoped 

and prayed for exactly that! For a church in Newcastle city centre that would 

evolve over time, that would grow to understand its worship and mission in 

fresh, innovative, and dynamic ways! 

 

Please can we continue then to pray for one another, to offer pastoral care to 

one another and to challenge one another to ‘look only unto Jesus as we 

onward go’. If we do these things then we shall give ourselves every 

opportunity to help Brunswick fulfil our calling in our city, whether that is for 

another 200 years or 20 years! 

 

Happy birthday everyone! 

 

Rev Paul Cleever-Thorpe - Presbyter & Superintendent Minister 

Chris Carroll – Lay Worker for Outreach 

Rob Wylie – Lay Worker for Worship & Discipleship 
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David Scott 

Brunswick Organist 1971-2021 

 

Congratulations to David as he marks 50 years as our organist! 

 

I spoke with David and heard his story: 

RC: When and how did you become organist at Brunswick? 

DS: I was already the deputy organist, and I was expecting to have many years 

in that position, but sadly on 11th February 1971 the then organist, Bill Warby, 

died very suddenly and unexpectedly after suffering a stroke. A few weeks later 

I was asked by the Trustees to take over the position of organist. Bill had been 

organist for 27½ years, but since 1897 I am only the fourth organist at 

Brunswick! Bill had been my teacher, but after a while he said he couldn’t teach 

me anything else, so I went to Jesmond Parish Church to take lessons from the 

organist there. I remember I took my Grade 8 exam, but the church wardens 

hadn’t been told, so the heating was not on and it was the dead of winter! So I 

took my exam wearing my overcoat, and the examiner listened to me wearing 

his overcoat! I passed! 

 

RC: Are there any highlights of your 50 years as our organist? 

DS: Well, the main ones are the 

Methodist Conference in 1973 and the 

award of the British Empire Medal in 

2013. For the Conference I was the 

Music Secretary, so at the age of 22 I was 

playing the organ in the City Hall! One 

day, I’d just finished playing playing 

Widor’s ‘Toccata’, and there was a voice behind me – it was my piano teacher 

from when I was a child – the lady who had told my mother that I was talented 

and should have lessons! You may remember her being at the BEM 

Presentation Ceremony. There was also a Sunday worship TV broadcast on ITV 

in 1996, to celebrate our 175th Anniversary, and the Radio 4 broadcast in 2013. 

But I consider that my role within worship is to provide a music ministry – the 
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preacher is leading the Ministry of the Word, and my ministry is the music. I 

have appreciated the fact that the ministers I have worked with over the years 

have always said ‘I leave the music to you’! 

 

RC: Who is your favourite composer? 

DS: Definitely Beethoven and Elgar. I really enjoy Elgar’s music because he was 

British and that really helps me to understand his music.  

 

RC: Do you have a favourite hymn? 

DS: Ooh, quite a few really. But of the modern hymns I like ‘In Christ Alone’. I 

also like ‘And Can It Be’ – the words are very powerful. 

 

RC: I must say, it has always impressed me the way you play the organ to suit 

the words, so playing quietly at appropriate moments etc. Not many 

accompanists do this as well as you! 

DS: Yes, well verse 4 of ‘And Can It Be’ comes to mind. It starts softly (Long my 

imprisoned spirit lay), and then it comes alive a bit more with the ‘quickening 

ray’, and then the climax of that verse – ‘my chains fell off, my heart was free’! 

It’s marvellous! 

 

RC: Have you missed the organ during 

the last year? 

DS: Oh yes certainly. And even when we 

go back we won’t be allowed to sing, but 

I can still play the hymns for people to 

follow the words in the hymn book. 

 

RC: It would be great, when we return to 

some kind of normality, if you could offer 

us an organ recital! All we need to do is 

listen! 

DS: Well, I’ll have to choose some 

repertoire then. 
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 RC: You know it all off by heart, David! 

 

And to finish, the quick-fire round: 

 

Q: Bach or Beethoven?     A: Beethoven 

Q: Charles Wesley’s hymns or John Wesley’s hymns?   A: Charles Wesley’s 

Q: Organ or Piano?     A: Both! 

Q: Tea or Coffee?    A: Coffee! 

 

Thank you David for your Ministry of Music, and long may it continue! 
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16 March 2021 
 

Reflecting on the pandemic a year on 
 
The Revd Richard Teal and Carolyn Lawrence, the President and Vice-President 
of the Methodist Conference, have issued this message ahead of the 
anniversary of the first lockdown: 
 
The past year has asked much of us as individuals, families and communities. 
For many hundreds of thousands of us it has been a time of immense grief for 
the loss of loved ones. For others the economic uncertainty and restrictions on 
our day to day activities have taken a huge toll on mental wellbeing. Others 
may be living with the effects of long Covid not knowing how long it will last. 
We pray that this anniversary will be a time of deep reflection, prayer and a 
time to process all that has passed. We also mark a solemn time in Lent just 
ahead of Holy Week.  As we begin the journey to the cross, let us take comfort 
in the knowledge that we are never alone, that Jesus is walking with us and 
that our hope lies in Him. 
 
Please join us in prayer as we ask for God’s guidance as we face a hopeful but 
uncertain time ahead. 
 
Taken from the website of the Methodist Church 
 

The Cul-de-Sac 

 

A year in lockdown 

Jane Atherton 

 

I have made a couple of posters 

again this time for One Year of 

Lockdown. Everyone in ‘the 

village’ is decorating their window 

with things they have achieved 

during the last year. My 

achievements? I made a Union 
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flag for the VE tea and I did some life drawing with BBC Four last May, as well as 

other things. You can’t see the Woolsington Sloe Gin I made! I haven’t tried it 

yet.  

 

A single male neighbour has learned to cook, iron shirts, met good neighbours 

and lived alone for the first time ever, and is 77 years young.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An Achievement Tree 
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RECOLLECTIONS 

 

You may recall Brunswick News ran a piece, Meet the Congregation. When I 

started seeking material for a contribution to the 200th Anniversary I asked 

members for their reflections and recollections. Those responses and the Meet 

the Congregation material provided me with a lot of useful material. I’m sure 

you appreciate all the contributors must remain anonymous. I also made notes 

at a meeting when I started seeking further material.  Reading through them 

again I hope you might enjoy some of the sentiments expressed.  

 

One came out again and again, expressed in so many ways; “a church that is 

warm and easy”, “always felt at home”, “such warm welcomes”, “fulfilment and 

enjoyment in our membership”, “no one is made to feel excluded”, met with “a 

warm handshake and an uplifting sermon”. Brunswick also mentioned with 

sincere warmth by those who came from afar. There are many more similar 

comments.  

 

What about the people? There were many recollections and mentions of 

ministers, sisters and deacons. Many are mysteries to the writer but warmly 

remembered. Reg Clark, Alan Fletcher Geoffrey Clark (gets two mentions), 

Sisters Emma and Charlotte, David Driver, Bruce Blantern, Terry Hurst, Eden 

Fletcher and Eunice Atwood. One couple got married by a minister who was the 

bride’s uncle, though not at Brunswick. An interesting aside is how many came 

to Brunswick from other churches in the area for many reasons, often closure 

related, and from different traditions.  

 

There are also some light touches: “one Sister’s name made a member laugh!”, 

“the old pulpit shook when the minister got too excited”, “the independence of 

the old (seemingly single ladies) whatever the weather”, “queuing to get in” and 

“sitting on the stairs”. Health and Safety would have a say about that.  

 

So many of the writers stress the work and activities, that mark Brunswick out 

as that bit special, the enormous value of the work done. Listening Post, BFG 
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and the many outside groups dealing with issues such as alcohol addiction 

contribute so much to helping those in need within the city. The importance of 

the Coffee Shop with its welcome that sometimes led visitors into fuller 

fellowship. Pastoral care was highly regarded, which I am sure is the case in 

other churches, but this aspect of the work here was regularly noted. The 

Methodians, Lighthouse, the Tennis Club, various Ladies Groups and group 

activities for children were all remembered, nostalgically! 

 

Were there any concerns? Well yes. Inevitably concern for the future. Would 

the building be able to sustain itself as numbers have steadily declined since 

the nineteen fifties? The absence of younger people is a clear concern for some 

of the older members. Yet there is still a lot of optimism. However, we may 

have to consider what effect the pandemic will have in the long term. As one of 

the young adults put it “is ‘church’ the way forward, not ‘the church?’”  I am 

sure everyone has their own views. 

 

I want to finish with three quotes. I leave you to put your personal slant on 

them: 

 

“I think of Brunswick as [a] spiritual home”  

“hope we have made a contribution to its Holy Mission”  

“the church is, or can be, a ‘Power Station’” 

 

Ⓒ Peter Aughton 2021 

Paul is extremely grateful for the cards, prayers and support he 
and his family received following the recent death of his dad. 
Thank you all! 
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Dates for your diary  

22 March - World Water Day – https://www.worldwaterday.org 
 
25 March - UN International Day of Remembrance of Victims of Slavery and 
Transatlantic Slave Trade – https://www.un.org/en/events/
slaveryremembranceday/index.shtml 
 
22 April - World Earth Day – https://www.earthday.org 
 
5 June – World Environment Day – https://www.worldenvironmentday.global 
 
This year’s observance of World Environment Day will be on the theme of 
‘ecosystem restoration’ and focus on resetting our relation with nature. It will 
also mark the formal launch of the UN Decade on Ecosystem Restoration 2021 – 
2030. 
 
World Environment Day takes place every year on 5 June. It is the United 
Nations’ flagship day for promoting worldwide awareness and action for the 
environment. Over the years, it has grown to be the largest global platform for 
environmental public outreach and is celebrated by millions of people across 
the world. 

This is number 3 in the JPIT series looking at the ‘Six Hopes for Society’, which 
reflect hopes for a vision of God’s Kingdom on earth. 
 
A society where the poorest and most marginalised are at the centre 
 
Inequality, hunger and deprivation are rising in the 
UK. More people are turning to foodbanks to feed 
their families. Between April 2018 and March 
2019, the Trussell Trust distributed a record 1.6 
million three-day emergency food parcels to 
individuals in crisis, 73% more than five years ago! 
 
The introduction of Universal Credit has had a 
significant impact on the level of people locked in 

https://www.worldwaterday.org
https://www.un.org/en/events/slaveryremembranceday/index.shtml
https://www.un.org/en/events/slaveryremembranceday/index.shtml
https://www.earthday.org
https://www.worldenvironmentday.global
http://www.decadeonrestoration.org/
http://www.decadeonrestoration.org/
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 poverty. Our benefit system should provide a safety net for the times we need 
it most, protection to prevent families from being swept into poverty. But 
Universal Credit, with its five week wait and single monthly payment, does not 
reflect the lives of those receiving it. Many are left without money to pay their 
rent, bills and everyday essentials. Universal Credit’s very design increases 
poverty rather than reduces it. 
 
As Christians, we believe all people are made in God’s image (Genesis 1:27) and 
that God has a clear plan and purpose for every one of our lives (Jeremiah 
29:11). There is therefore a calling on Christians to ensure everyone has the 
ability to realise the potential God has placed within them and that economic 
and social disadvantage does not stand in the way of this. 
 
Jesus ensured the poorest and most marginalised were central to the gospel. 
Throughout his ministry he always ensured that those who were physically 
diminished by poverty, hunger and illness could access him, in a way that was 
contrary to the actions of the religious leaders of the time. Jesus saw them and 
their intrinsic value, often using them to carry the good news. 
 
As Christians, our faith calls us to work towards a society where the 
experiences of the poorest and most marginalised are heard. The work of JPIT 
will strive towards this through continuing to research Universal Credit 
alongside wider welfare issues. In doing so, they hope to help people 
understand how policies are creating poverty, as well as ensuring the voices of 
those who experience it remain central to the call for change. 
 
Find out more about our work on poverty and inequality here: http://
www.jointpublicissues.org.uk/issues/poverty-and-inequality/ 
 
Taken from the website of the Joint The Joint Public Issues Team (JPIT), which is made up of the Baptist 

Union, the Church of Scotland, the Methodist Church and the United Reformed Church, working together 

for peace and justice.  

http://www.jointpublicissues.org.uk/issues/poverty-and-inequality/
http://www.jointpublicissues.org.uk/issues/poverty-and-inequality/
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02 March 2021 

Methodist Church stands in solidarity with Myanmar 

The Methodist Church in Britain is standing in solidarity with its partners in 
Myanmar following the coup that occurred in the country at the start of 
February. Since the coup, there have been violent scenes in the country, with 
protesters being fired upon and a growing number of deaths. 

The Myanmar Council of Churches has called for prayer and support in a 
statement of request that has been sent to churches around the world. The 
statement calls upon us to pray for justice and peace in Myanmar, requests the 
release of those detained by the military regime, action on the control of Covid-
19 and an end to the use of force and discrimination. 

The Revd Conrad Hicks, Director of Global Relationships at the Methodist 
Church in Britain, commented, “We stand in wholehearted solidarity and prayer 
with our partner, the Myanmar Council of Churches, and wish to reiterate their 
call for an end to the violence and discord within the country.” 

The President and Vice-President of the Methodist Conference have released 
a prayer in response to the call for support: 

Lord Jesus we stand together with the people of Myanmar at this time of 
turmoil and unrest. 
We hold before you our sisters and brothers in the Methodist Church of Upper 
Myanmar. 
We pray for peace and justice for all citizens and for an end to division and 
conflict.  
We pray for your church in Myanmar and pray for your people as they shine the 
light of Jesus which the darkness cannot overcome, showing your love and 
compassion for all people.   
In solidarity with our partner, the Myanmar Council of Churches, we renounce 
the forces of destruction and despair and pray for your peace, hope, joy and 
unity to prevail. 
  
Amen 

The Revd Richard Teal, President of the Methodist Conference 
Carolyn Lawrence, Vice-President of the Methodist Conference 
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If you are planning to attend 

worship, or any event, in the 

Brunswick building itself, please do 

not put items in the food bank box. 

We are not currently in a position to collect such donations and take them to 

the food bank. If you wish to donate, please do so at your nearest food bank, or 

make a financial contribution. Further details from Ruth C. Thank you! 

 

 

From the West End Food Bank  

It is hard to believe that it has been 12 months since the first day of the first 
lockdown due to the Pandemic. No one would have predicted we would still be 
in lockdown one year on. This past year has seen many changes to the way our 
foodbank operates, from limiting the number of volunteers running our sessions 
to adhere to social distancing, stopping the delivery of our hot meals, limiting 
the number of clients in our centres at one time and introducing home 
deliveries with the help of Newcastle City Council, their furloughed staff and 
teams of volunteers. However, one thing the pandemic has allowed us to do is 
become a city-wide foodbank where we have partnered with organisations in 
the East of the city to distribute food parcels in the Byker, Heaton and Walker 
areas along with our existing centres in the West End of the city. 
  
During the past year, we have fed a total of 51,078 adults and children across 
Newcastle. This has equated to nearly 300,000kg of food. This is double what 
we distributed during 2019/2020. We would not have been able to do this 
without the unwavering support of the people from this great city, near and far. 
From our dedicated volunteers, who have allowed our doors to remain open 
throughout it all, to families, friends and individuals who rallied together to 
support us with food and monetary donations, and those who support us from 
across the globe. 
  
We would like to say a massive thank you to each and every one of you, we are 
incredibly grateful to you all. 
On behalf of all the staff and trustees of Newcastle West End Foodbank, 
Thank you so much!!  
 
From the Food Bank facebook page, 24th March 2021 
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We would be very grateful if you could put a note from us into Brunswick 
News to thank everyone for the lovely Yellow Roses and 
Chocolates brought around to our house by Paul Cleever-Thorpe to 
express Get Well and thinking-of-you Prayers and thoughts of concern. It has 
been a somewhat harrowing 7 months with illnesses, so it was a lovely 
surprise, and we are very grateful and thank you. We would also ask for your 
continued prayers as it continues. 
 
David was also thrilled with the Certificate of Recognition on his 50 
years of being Organist of Brunswick. He has felt it an Honour and  
Privilege to serve Brunswick Church with its great Methodist history 
for so long and thanks you for your appreciation and Recognition. 
We send good wishes to you all and pray that we shall be able to meet up 
once again. 
 
Christine and David Scott 
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Brunswick Methodist Church 

Brunswick Place, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE1 7BJ 

Tel (0191) 232 1692  

e-mail: admin@brunswickmethodist.org.uk 

www.brunswickmethodist.org.uk 

 

Ministry Team: Rev Paul Cleever-Thorpe, Mrs Chris Carroll 

and Mr Rob Wylie 

Paul 0191 284 4672 (only after 10 January 2021) 

Chris 07817841087 

Rob 07743657643 

Submissions for future editions are welcomed 

Please forward these to Ruth Colclough or Fiona Wells 

(fiona@brunswickmethodist.org.uk) by the 23 May 2021 

You should state clearly if the contribution is original 

or indicate the source for copyright purposes 

Due to limited space we cannot guarantee to include all 

submissions 

All photographs used with permission 

mailto:admin@brunswickmethodist.org.uk
http://www.brunswickmethodist.org.uk/
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