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Learning from our Lent course 

 

As I write this, we are into the third week of our Lenten course for 2022 and 

already there have been many challenges shared within our midweek small 

groups as well as within our Sunday worship services. To study parables of Jesus 

from Luke’s gospel is a challenge in itself as Luke places Jesus so often ‘on the 

margins’ of 1st century Palestinian life. Who might Jesus find there? Well, it is 

the battered man by a road side needing help, or those whom we may not, at 

first, consider inviting in for a meal, or a vulnerable widow who is seeking justice 

and won’t stop praying and pushing until she obtains it. 

 

If we had any doubts as to whether a series on Lukan parables would be 

appropriate for Lent 2022 then news stories around the world have shown us 

that they most certainly are! We haven’t needed to look too far to answer the 

question: ‘But who is my neighbour?’ as the tragedy of fleeing refugees from 

Ukraine has kept this question at the forefront of our minds. We have also not 

had to look too far to contextualise the Parable of the Great Banquet as we 

continue to have people rough sleeping outside our building. Choosing the right 

times to offer these people hospitality, an invitation to worship, and a listening 

ear (as well as working with other agencies to move them closer to permanent 

accommodation) is not always straightforward. 

 

The Parable of the persistent widow reminds us of how so many have been 

praying for six long years for justice in the case of Nazanin Zaghari-Ratcliffe 

whose recent release, along with Anoosheh Ashoori, has brought joy to their 

families and close friends.  

Mothering Sunday, another focus for us during Lent, will certainly be special for 

one family this year and perhaps the sharing of flowers in our worship 

symbolises this burst of joy in the middle of what is a penitential season. 

 

Mothering Sunday is also a good opportunity to broaden our understanding of 

God by reflecting upon God as our mother as well as our father. In the 

fourteenth century, Julian of Norwich (the first woman to write in modern 
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English) experienced the motherhood of God in her visions. So perhaps 

Mothering Sunday is a good time to recognise that, although we may be 

distinguished by our gender, God is not. God can be both father and mother to 

us: 

God our mother, you hold our life within you; nourish us at your breast and help 
us to receive your tenderness and love, that we may respond to the challenges of 
Lent and that others may draw life from us. In your name we pray. Amen. 
 
Wishing you all Blessings for Lent, Holy Week and Easter! 
 
Paul Cleever-Thorpe 

21 March 2022 

Presidential Statement on Ukraine 

The overwhelming response to the Government’s Homes for Ukraine scheme 
shows clear support amongst the public for helping those seeking sanctuary. 
Methodist churches and members around the UK stand ready to open their 
homes and lives to Ukrainians who desperately need our friendship and 
solidarity. 

The scheme also demonstrates that when called for, the Government can find 
resources and commit to helping people in need. We are grateful that the 
Government has listened to the widespread calls for them to act and to begin 
to open routes by which Ukrainians can come to the UK for safety. 

However, whilst communities are united in offering support and protection to 
those fleeing an unimaginable situation, we remain concerned that this 
welcoming approach appears to be at odds with the Government’s response to 
refugees from other parts of the world. 

Over the past few weeks, non-Ukrainian nationals fleeing the conflict have been 
treated with hostility across Europe. Many foreign students, refugees who have 
settled within Ukraine and others who have made Ukraine their home have 
struggled to find routes out of the conflict, and have instead faced 
discrimination and harsh treatment. All people fleeing Ukraine need to be 
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offered safety, not only those holding a Ukrainian passport. 

In the UK, this hostility is particularly demonstrated in the Nationality and 
Borders Bill currently going through Parliament. 

With this Bill, the Government is continuing to pursue a hostile and 
unwelcoming approach towards some of the most vulnerable people in the 
world. The Bill will have a detrimental impact on many people seeking refuge, 
criminalising people with a legitimate claim to asylum, keeping families apart 
and undermining people’s right to refugee protection. The Bill currently 
presents no new safe routes by which refugees can reach the UK, leaving people 
fleeing conflict and persecution in places such as Yemen, Syria and Iran without 
options. At the same time as the Government asks us to open our homes to 
Ukrainian refugees, they are closing the door on refugees from around the 
world. 

The Refugee Convention was established over 70 years ago in 1951, in the wake 
of war. Signatories to the convention committed that the way someone travelled 
to seek refugee protection should not matter, acknowledging that escaping 
conflict, oppression and persecution was the immediate priority. Despite the risk 
of war rising once again, the Nationality and Borders Bill directly undermines 
this principle. 

As Christians, we are called to welcome the stranger, and to recognise God 
amongst them. We cannot abide any kind of discrimination which seeks to 
ignore or mar the image of God that all people bear. This Bill which judges a 
person’s legitimate claim to sanctuary based on how they arrive in the UK 
should not be tolerated. Just as the Government is right to make every effort to 
welcome people from Ukraine, we must ensure that this effort is made 
whenever necessary. 

Any response to people fleeing conflict in Ukraine must now be applied across 
the board. We urge the Government to look carefully at the Nationality and 
Borders Bill, recognise this inconsistency, and take immediate action so that all 
who seek sanctuary are protected. 

The President and Vice-President of the Conference 
Revd Sonia Hicks and Barbara Easton 

Taken from the website of the Methodist Church https://www.methodist.org.uk/about-us/news/latest-

news/all-news/presidential-statement-on-ukraine/ 
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Prayer for Ukraine 
 
Loving God, your Son Jesus Christ, wept over Jerusalem. 
Today, we weep over Ukraine. 
We weep for those uprooted from their homes and lives. 
We weep for those cowering in basements. 
We weep for those who have witnessed death and destruction on their streets. 
We weep for those separated from parents, from children, from spouses and 
siblings. 
We are amazed at the resilience of people seeking to comfort those in need and 
so we pray for Governments opening up borders so that Ukrainians can have 
safe passage. 
We pray for churches and individuals providing food, clothing and shelter. 
We pray for medical workers ensuring that shattered bodies are put back 
together again. 
We pray for ordinary Russians demonstrating and voicing their disapproval of 
the military actions in Ukraine. 
May the Holy Spirit give us the willpower to turn our tears into action also. 
May we, through our words, prayers and example pursue the things that make 
for a just peace in the world today and especially in Ukraine. 
 
In the name of Jesus Christ, we pray. 
Amen 
 

https://www.methodist.org.uk/our-faith/prayer/prayers-for-ukraine/ 

New Outreach Worker 

We are delighted to share of the recent appointment to this role of Mrs 
Susan Hutchinson. 

Sue will be starting with us on 11th April and we shall arrange an 
orientation programme for the first few weeks of her work which will 
include introducing her to church friends as well as to some of the 
regular users of our building. Please pray for Sue over the coming days. 
Thank you. 
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Church Notices 
 
Easter Tabletop Sale – Saturday 9th April 

Come along and support our next fundraising event! Tabletop 

sale, tombola, Easter gifts, and why not make an Easter 

bonnet and enter our competition? 

 

 

  

 

Our Coffee Shop is open on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and 
Thursdays 10:45am to 1:15pm and on Saturdays from 10:30am 
to 12:30pm 

 
 
 

As part of our worship on 20th February we were delighted to hold an Act of 
Thanksgiving, led by Paul, for Kaungambu Kuveri Jnr., son of Grace & Kuveri, and 
brother to Sarah. Please continue to hold all of their family in your prayers. 
Thank you! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Revd Ann Shepherdson 
We send our warmest greetings to Ann who will be seeking permission at 
Ministerial Synod to ‘sit down’ (retire) this summer following many years of 
faithful and fruitful ministry. Ann, as many will know, served as a Deaconess here 
at Brunswick in the 1980s and so we benefited as a church from her many gifts 
and her terrific enthusiasm! We will be sending Ann a card with our best wishes. 
 



7 

Holy Week & Easter Services  
 

Palm Sunday 10th April 
10.45am Revd Kathy Reader 
 

Wednesday 13th April at 7.30pm: Meditations for Holy Week led by the 

Salvation Army; Theme: ‘No greater love’ 
 

Maundy Thursday 14th April at 7pm: Worship to include the Lord’s Supper 

led by Rev Paul Cleever-Thorpe 
 

Good Friday 15th April at 10.00am: United Worship with the Salvation Army 

led by Revd Paul Cleever-Thorpe 
 

Easter Sunday 17th April 
10.45am: A celebration of Easter with communion led by Revd Paul Cleever-
Thorpe 
 
6pm: ‘Easter Praise’! United worship with the Salvation Army led by Major Liz 
Hancock 
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Preaching Plan  

April—May 2022 

* we have agreed to alternate the times of these united services between 1pm 

and 10.45am  

Date   Worship Leader 

Sunday 3rd April Fifth Sunday in Lent 

  
Rev Kathy Reader 

Sunday 10th April 

  

Sixth Sunday in Lent 

Palm Sunday 

Rev Paul Cleever-Thorpe 

Sunday 17th April 

  

Easter Day Rev Paul Cleever-Thorpe 

Holy Communion 

Sunday 24th April 

  

Second Sunday of Easter 

Brunch Church 

Sunday 1st May 

  

Third Sunday of Easter 

David Stabler 

Sunday 8th May 

(at 1pm) * 

Fourth Sunday of Easter United Service 

Holy Communion 

Sunday 15th May 

  

Fifth Sunday of Easter Helen Cunningham 

Rev Paul Cleever-Thorpe 

Christian Aid Sunday 

Sunday 22nd May 

  

Sixth Sunday of Easter 

Aldersgate Sunday 

Rob Wylie 

Rev Paul Cleever-Thorpe 

Sunday 29th May Seventh Sunday of Easter 

  Brunch Church 
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BRUNSWICK CLUB    

(formerly Brunswick Club For Men) 

 

Meetings are held in Brunswick Church Hall on Tuesday mornings from 10.30 
am to 12 noon, with a 15 minute interval for refreshments. 

The club is now open to both men and women.  First time visitors are excused 
the meeting fee of £3. 

 

PROGRAMME 2022 

 

Date Speaker Subject 

Apr  5 Anthony Atkinson T Dan Smith 

       12 Peter Sagar Climate Change and the Green New Deal 

       18 Martin Dispray Parallel Universes 

       26 Dr Kath Smith Life in the Yards: Personal Memories and 
Recollections 

May 3 Robert Moon Dearest Emma: Nelson and Lady Hamilton 

       10 Margaret Bozic Ruth Dodd and Tyneside in the 1920s 

       17 Lt. Gen. Robin Brims Memories of a Vice Chancellor in Erbil,Iraq 

       24 Freda Thompson Men of Standing 

       31 Graham Cook Off the Rail Kids 

June 7 Prof Neville Harris Spike Milligan and his part in the Goons 

       14 John Gibson The Frankland Expedition 

       21 Brian Burr The Musicals of Lerner and Loewe (Part 2) 

       28 Prof Peter Jones New Light on Vesuvius and Pompeii 

July 5 Ben Haddon Geordie doon the Pit 

       12   Annual General Meeting 
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Flowers 
 
When we came back into the building in May 2021 every 
other week, I brought flowers from my garden, 
neighbours’ gardens and wherever I could. 
 
Last Autumn I bought flowers twice and one person put 
flowers in church for a special anniversary. 
 
I don’t want people to think I’m hogging the flower space 
- if anyone would like to put flowers in church please do. 
Let me know which Sunday and I will not bring any. 
 
The coffee shop is open on Saturday now, so if you were 
dropping them off, there is always a vase in the back and 
someone with a key to open the church, or bring them 
on Sunday morning - there are lots of vases in the 
cupboard behind the organ. 
 
Jane Atherton 

Platinum Jubilee 

 

This year The Queen is celebrating 70 years since 
her accession to the throne. For our next edition of 
Brunswick News, June-July, it would be lovely to 
have any stories, memories, recollections of the 
Queen’s reign that you may have, to share in the 
magazine. Do you remember hearing that the King, 
her father, had died? Do you remember her 
Coronation? Have you ever met the Queen, or even 
just seen her?! Have you attended a Garden Party 
or other royal event? Please pass any contributions, 
however small, to Ruth or Fiona by May 22nd.  
Thank you! 
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Sester or Quasqui 

I got thinking the other week I hadn’t written anything for Brunswick News in a 
long time. ‘O good’, I hear you say. The days of writing about the first two 
hundred years of Brunswick are over. The bicentenary being virally spooked in 
2021. Having a redundant script, Keynote presentation and various 
accompanying articles relating to past anniversary celebrations, the idea floated 
across my mind, not implying I have water on the brain, the material should not 
be wasted. Could the material be modified for the Sestercentennial1. Those with 
Latin will have no difficulty working out the number of years. Giving the idea 
further consideration, perhaps I am being over-optimistic. Is a 
Quasquibicentennial2 more likely? By then we might have had three or four 
more Presbyters. Alternatively, several Deacons. Presbyters and Deacons shared 
with however many churches are still in the Circuit, or perhaps the District. 
Looking on a brighter, or darker side, depending on your denominational 
leaning, Methodists might have merged with the Anglican Church, along with 
those of a United Reformed inclination. What sort of convoluted name such a 
combination might result in would be a challenge.  
 

Some of you may recall material reflecting on the past and imagining future 

meetings where pessimism had the upper hand. However, I always tried to sow 

seeds of optimism. In the piece Tomorrow3, at a Council Meeting in December 

2035, one of a significantly reduced number, the fictional member responsible 

for Property, found some material used when Brunswick celebrated in 2021. It 

didn’t of course but it is nice to imagine the celebratory mood. Rudyard Kipling 

must have been on someone’s mind. 

 

We need to keep our heads, keep to the way. 

  Maintain the faith and not be led astray 

Continue the fight, pray hard, seizing each day,  

  Challenging the sceptics in every way. 

Plough through the slough of despond, hard though it be 

  Sing out the old songs, chanting out the new 

1 250 years – to put the no-Latin people out of their misery 
2 225 Years – as for note 1 
3 225 Years – as for note 1 



12 

And if abused by cynics who cannot see, 

   Remember, by faith, you hold a clearer view. 

 

Three more verses followed, hoping I ended on a particularly high optimistic 

note: 

……… 

 Yes, the cash is tight, the building can distress. 

   Take heart and face with hope – our fears repress. 

 Oh, that’s easy to say – much harder to do,  

   The downhearted pontify in every way. 

  Thinking our glasses are half full is the clue 

    Heads up and stride out into the Son-lit Day. 

 

In re-reading, Tomorrow was more optimistic than I thought. The then Presbyter 

(yes, Brunswick still had one) was to be replaced by one covering an imagined 

seven churches over a wider Circuit area. Imagine what that might mean. A 

council member commented: “God. What an unholy mess”. The Presbyter: “Yes, 

I sometimes wonder what God thinks!” One of the Council Members: Here we 

are being pessimistic, unduly pessimistic one might say, yet less than twenty 

years ago there were doubts in the air but, ironically optimism abounded so we 

ought to be looking to the future 

 

There is optimism though, larger circuit, fewer churches, yes. Yet, for many, an 

undiminished conviction ‘Heads up and stride out into the Son-lit DAY’. 

 

Ⓒ Peter Aughton 2022 
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Bede Wind will be performing in Hall Two at Sage Gateshead on 

Sunday 10th April at 3pm. 
  
Bede Wind was the first concert band to perform at Sage Gateshead in 2005. 
 
The guest soloist will be the soprano Bibi Heal, from Opera North, and the 
programme will include music by Strauss, Bernstein, Shostakovitch and 
Piazzolla. 
  
Tickets are available from Sage Gateshead ticket office and website. 
  
Ernest Young and Bede Wind hope you will be able to join them for this 
occasion. 

Christian Aid Week 15-21 May 2022 
Christian Aid Week 
We're raising our voices to call for climate justice. 
Together, we can restore justice to our world. 
 

In Zimbabwe, the climate crisis is causing aching 
hunger for families like Jessica’s. The combined 
effects of the Covid-19 pandemic, conflict, and 
drought have robbed her of the power to provide for her children. 
 
And 7,000 miles away, the war in Ukraine will drive up food prices in Zimbabwe 
and around the globe. 
 
Without the fertiliser and food - like wheat and cooking oil - that Ukraine and 
Russia produce, vulnerable families will be pushed even deeper into hunger. 
 
But hope does not disappoint. Hope lives in you. 
 
Your gifts this Christian Aid Week could help Jessica set up water taps on her 
farm, learn to grow food, and provide seeds that thrive in drought – giving her 
all she needs to turn her dry, dusty land into a garden of hope. 
  
Join us this Christian Aid Week, and help turn hunger into hope. 
With every gift, every action, every prayer, we celebrate and share hope with 
our sisters and brothers facing crisis around the world, from Ukraine to 
Zimbabwe. 
 
How would you like to get involved? From setting up your own e-envelope to 
challenging yourself, and lifting your voice and others' - give, act and pray your 
way this Christian Aid Week. 
 
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/appeals/key-appeals/christian-aid-week 
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Mental Health Awareness Week 2022 will take place from  

9-15 May, on the topic of Loneliness. 
 

12 May 2021 
Mental Health Chaplaincy 
To mark Mental Health Awareness Week, Ian Cartwright shares 
his own personal experience of mental health issues and his 
approach to mental health chaplaincy 

 

My name is Ian Cartwright and I have been a Methodist for 
over forty years. 
 
One of the main things I value most is our holistic approach to ministry and 
mission. By holistic I mean our ministry and mission engages with the whole 
person, mentally, emotionally, physically, spiritually, socially, and economically. 
 
It is also interesting that these six areas of our humanity affect our mental 
wellbeing for good or not so good. We all have mental health. For some people 
like myself we are vulnerable to mental illness. In my case I am prone to 
depression, anxiety, and burnout. For other people it could be for example, 
eating disorders, psychosis, self-harm, or addiction. 
 
As a Church we are well placed to support people who struggle with mental 
illness by being aware of mental illness, being compassionate and caring and 
offering support to those who struggle with their mental health. 
 
I have always believed that at the heart of our ministry and mission is caring. 
Caring is the glue that holds all the good work we do week in and week out in 
our churches and through our churches into the local communities that we 
serve. 
 
I am passionate about the church being a caring and compassionate place for 
all. Nowhere is the need for caring and compassion to be expressed more today 
than in the area of mental health. 
 
When I was really struggling with my depression and anxiety, I found it very 
difficult to find anything suitable from a Christian perspective to help me. I had 
loads of personal support, but I wanted to understand my illness through a 
Christian lens. 
 
So, as I began to get better, I felt called to turn my personal darkness into a 
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ministry of light for those who are living with the darkness of their unique 
mental illness. 
 
This ministry began by simply talking about my illness. I decided to talk about 
my depression like any other illness. I felt so liberated because I realised, I was 
helping to break down the stigma that is associated with mental illness. 
 
In time I was invited to become a volunteer mental health chaplain at the local 
hospital.  I was able to listen to people non-judgementally because of my own 
lived experience of depression. 
This voluntary position turned into a paid chaplaincy role. I now serve as a 
mental health chaplain for the Tees, Esk and Wear Valleys NHS Foundation Trust. 
Most of the patients I support come through referrals from the various 
community health teams and GP practices who have received a diagnosis of 
mental illness in some form. I have recently become a Mental Health First Aid 
instructor and am training people to become mental health first aiders in their 
local communities and workplaces. I am also in the process of writing personal 
and home group Bible study materials on mental health. 
 
So, for me the words of Charles Wesley are very apt: 
 
"Long my imprisoned spirit lay 
Fast bound in sin and natures night. 
Thine eye diffused a quickening ray, 
I woke, the dungeon flamed with light. 
My chains fell off, my heart was free, 
I rose went forth and followed Thee." 
 
Find out more about Ian Cartwright's work on this website: Imagine Christian Ministry - 
Christian Ministry - York, England (imaginechristianministry.co.uk). 

Brunswick Methodist Church 
Should you wish to make a contribution to the work of our church you can 
make a donation by bank transfer using the bank details below. All 
contributions would be gratefully accepted. 

Lloyds Bank 
Brunswick Methodist Church 
Sort code 30-93-71 
Account Number 00254644 
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Brunswick Methodist Church 

Brunswick Place, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE1 7BJ 

Tel (0191) 232 1692  

e-mail: admin@brunswickmethodist.org.uk 

www.brunswickmethodist.org.uk 

 

Ministry Team: Rev Paul Cleever-Thorpe and Mr Rob Wylie 

Paul 0191 284 4672  

Rob 07743657643 

Submissions for future editions are welcomed 

Please forward these to Ruth Colclough or Fiona Wells 

(fiona@brunswickmethodist.org.uk) by the 22 May 2022 

You should state clearly if the contribution is original 

or indicate the source for copyright purposes 

Due to limited space we cannot guarantee to include all 

submissions 

All photographs used with permission 


