Brunswick News
Many thanks to Ruth’s friend Sue who has been kindly printing the magazine
for us, and posting it out to those without email access. We are very grateful to
her for her help with this while our church building and offices have been
closed.

Whitley Bay, June 2020
God of the fertile earth, God of the scattered seed: there are many lessons
that could take root right now. We give thanks that when and where
conditions are right the truth lands in good soil and sinks in. Just yesterday a
100-year-old man, a captain in a textbook war, a sower of an ancient truth,
walked the length of his garden, and on that path a long-held power burst
open for the world to see. May his example produce a crop a hundred-fold to
wake a dormant spirit in us all. Amen.
Taken from the website of the Corrymeela Community in Northern Ireland
https://www.corrymeela.org/

The front cover picture was taken outside Brunswick in July 2020
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“The best of all is, God is with us”.
These final words of John Wesley have been chosen by Revd Richard Teal,
President of Methodist Conference, as the theme for the year. An apt choice for
the times in which we find ourselves.
I have reminded myself again and again over the past few months of the fact
that “God is with us”. This doesn’t mean that we never feel sad, depressed,
even overwhelmed. It doesn’t mean that we don’t long to be together again
enjoying friendship, love and fellowship. These feelings and emotions are part
of being human and it would be wrong to deny them.
With none of the regular groups meeting at Brunswick, my role on the team has
changed. I’ve tried to keep in touch with members of Lunch Club through
phone calls, encouraging people to try to remain hopeful for the future. I’ve
been able to engage with Brunswick worship via zoom and have felt
reconnected with people I didn’t have much conversation with before
lockdown, not because I didn’t want to but because I was caught up in the
busyness of work. And I’ve come to appreciate in a new way the support from
being part of a team with Revd Paul Cleever-Thorpe and Rob Wylie.
Work in the community at Walker is being cautiously resumed. There are so
many threads to pick up; the old needs are still there and new ones have
emerged, and I find myself feeling overwhelmed, wobbly and inadequate. I
need God’s strength and grace to guide me through, as I remind myself again
that “Best of all is, God is with us”.
Coming out of lockdown is strange and scary for all of is. So much is like
stepping into the unknown, coming back to a place we thought we knew and
finding so much has changed, and that we too have been changed: stronger in
some ways and perhaps weaker in others. We have new ways to discover and to
learn. We have experiences to process and to share with one another.
I leave you with the first two verses of Andrew Pratt’s hymn based on John
Wesley’s final words. I encourage you to read it all if you can - STF 610.
Best of all is God is with us,
God will hold and never fail.
Keep that truth when storms are raging,
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God remains though faith is frail.
Best of all is God is with us,
life goes on and needs are met,
God is strongest in our weakness.
Love renews, will not forget.
Chris Carroll

Decisions taken at our July Church Council
Over the period since our church needed to close in March, our Church
Leadership Team (CLT) has been the group which has met regularly to assess
the impact of ‘Covid19’ upon our church and its ministry and mission.
Brunswick, as we all know, relies heavily upon its building and to have not had a
presence at the heart of our city over these past months has been a real
struggle for us. As one person put it at our recent CLT meeting: “Lockdown has
taught us how frail our foundations for mission actually are. Our mission is
largely based on the ability of our building to generate income, which in turn
allows mission to take place.”
In anticipation of our church building re-opening from September, the following
recommendations were brought by our CLT to Church Council for approval:
We approved the church’s current Covid19 Risk Assessment document and
thanked those, in particular Fiona, who had written it. We also approved
the appointment of Fiona Wells as being our dedicated responsible
person for COVID-19 related health, safety, and safeguarding matters and
the person who will monitor implementation of our risk assessment.
We approved the recommendation from CLT that our furloughed staff are
asked to return to work from Weds 19th August but on a ‘flexible
furloughed’ basis as we are uncertain as to which hours the building will
need to be open for. This included an agreement to the appointment of a
new caretaker, Mr Stephen Spark. As we remain uncertain as what
‘income streams’ will flow into the church after we have re-opened, we
shall need to keep staffing levels under review. This will be done by Gail
and Fiona.
4

We approved the purchase and use of screens, PPE, sanitisers etc…which we
are needing to have in place before we can safely open.
We approved the recommendation from CLT that our church building will reopen from 7th September for use by those community user groups which
we have assessed are safe to meet on our premises and subject to there
being a plan in place for cleaning within the building before/after each
group has met.
We approved the re-launching of corporate prayer/worship from some point
in September using the sanctuary for this purpose and with the limitations
on numbers able to attend due to social distancing (30-35 maximum). Our
plan is to hold this twice weekly and midweek to allow our caretaking staff
the opportunity to clean the sanctuary on those days when they are
working. This would be dependent upon our having those who are willing
to open up the church for this purpose and also subject to any further
Government guidance which may be issued.
We agreed to support the re-launching of a new incarnation of ‘Coffee Shop’
subject to there being sufficient volunteers able and willing to serve and
our having sufficient volunteers to ‘staff’ the front door of our building to
help signpost those who enter (a meeting has been arranged for 24th
August to look at this in more detail).
Church Council is due to meet again on Thursday 13th August at 7pm when we
shall be looking in more depth at our Mission Plan for the ‘new normal’
which we are re-emerging into.
Shalom, Paul
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Worship – plans for August and September
During the month of August we shall be holding only two Sunday ‘Zoom’ acts
of worship at 2pm. These will take place on Sunday 2nd and Sunday 16th
August. This is due to a number of us taking our holidays this
month. Weekly on-line Sunday worship will resume from Sunday 6th
September. Please do join us using the link provided in the weekly Notices!
Subject to agreement by our Church Council, it is our hope that we might relaunch a short act of worship, midweek, in our church building from the
middle of September. Conversations are taking place with both the Salvation
Army and our Chinese Methodist congregation to explore whether we might
hold these as united worship times. We estimate that the maximum size of a
congregation meeting inside the church, with appropriate social distancing,
will be between 30-35 people, so we shall need to have a system arranged
which will allow you to ‘book’ a space at one of two midweek services which
we shall hope to hold each week.
Following our Church Council on 13th August we will give more information
concerning these plans in the following week’s Notices.
Paul

A message from Rob Wylie:
We would like to explore together something of what we have all experienced
over lockdown and as we start to emerge from it.
Here are a couple of questions…
How would you want to portray your experience of this time?
How have you experienced faith over this time? How has your faith helped you
during this time?
We would like to encourage you to answer one or both of these questions by
using any of the following:
In written form - a poem, a letter, essay;
In picture form - draw, paint, photography;
In crafting - Something that you have made, and or created.
6

We then could have an installation in the church, also open to the public to
come and view it once we are allowed to enter buildings again.
You can submit your answers by post or email to the church, bring them to the
building when we re-open, or let us know and someone will come and collect it
from your home.
Thank you!

Brunswick Church Building
If you are in Newcastle please do not try and visit the church. Junction 42 are
still operating from our foyer and hall area and sometimes the doors are open
while they take deliveries in and send packs out. This does not mean that the
church is open to its members or to the general public so we ask that you
please wait to visit until we are back up and running with our own staff looking
after the building.

Holidays
I shall be on holiday from Thursday 27th August until Wednesday 2nd September.
Arrangements for available contacts during that holiday will be given nearer the
time. Thanks, Fiona

Prayer Handbooks 2020/2021
The new prayer handbooks are now available to order at a cost of £4.15 per
copy. As usual they are available in a standard or large print size. If you would
like to order a copy please can you let the church office know by lunchtime on
6th August so I can add our requirements to the circuit order. The handbooks
will be delivered sometime in September and so money can be given to the
office when we re-open in September. Thank you, Fiona
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Church News
Some of you will remember Doreen Blantern, widow of the Rev Bruce Blantern,
who was minister at Brunswick from 1990 to 1996. Doreen died on 1st July in
the Nursing Home near where her daughter Dawn lives.
The Men’s Club is unlikely to re-start before January 2021, but will be reviewed
depending on national and local rulings. Peter Aughton
Congratulations to Miriam and Ken Medd on
their Diamond Wedding Anniversary!
Thanks to Miriam Medd for sending in this
quote: Dwight L Moody wrote on the fly

leaf of his Bible ‘Either this book will keep
me from sin or sin will keep me from this
book’. (Also attributed to John Bunyan)

And thanks to Ken Medd for sending in this
cartoon!
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A message from Lola, Gbenga and Ife:
The Bastos family is expecting another addition to the family - we are extremely
excited and Ife can't wait to be a big brother. We hope this news brightens your
day, and hope to see the church family soon.

We have sadly learned of the death of Shirley Scott, a much loved sister to
David and Heather.
Please hold David, Christine, Heather and all their family in your prayers.
May God’s grace sustain them in their time of loss.

01 July 2020
New President and Vice-President of the Methodist Conference elected for
2021/22
The Methodist Conference has elected the Revd Sonia Hicks to serve as
President and Barbara Easton to serve as VicePresident, starting their year of office when the
Representative Session of the Methodist Conference
opens in Birmingham in June 2021.
Sonia Hicks, who has served as a Circuit Superintendent
in three connexions: Britain, the Methodist Church in
the Caribbean and Americas and the Methodist Church
in Ireland (MCI), said:
“As a Black person born in the UK, it is a great privilege to serve the church
family I love in this new way. I will do all I can to honour this choice of the
Methodist Conference and enable British Methodism to celebrate our Godgiven diversity.”
Sonia’s commitment to oppose all forms of injustice began when she was a
member of the Youth Exchange to Zimbabwe. She has since been Convenor of
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the World Relief and Development Committee for MCI, and has served as a
Trustee for both All We Can and Christian Aid Ireland.
Sonia Hicks has also served on the South East District Synod Planning Group,
on the Methodist Diaconal Order Leadership Group and on the Ministerial
Candidates and Probationers Oversight Committee.
Barbara Easton’s vocation has been the world of education. Before becoming
Connexional Director of Education in 2014 she was an RE teacher, inclusion and
interfaith specialist and secondary headteacher in the
West Midlands. She now leads the Methodist
Academies and Schools Trust, committed to shaping our
schools as diverse communities of empowerment and
transformation in their work at the margins of the
church.
On hearing of her election Barbara said: “I am delighted
and deeply honoured to have been called to serve the
Methodist people as Vice-President of the Conference.
Thank you to all those who have walked with me on the journey – I am grateful
for your prayers. I am aware that I will take on the vice-presidency at a time
which is both challenging and exciting for our church, and I promise to work
faithfully and thoughtfully as we move into this new future.”
Barbara is a local preacher and has regularly volunteered at 3Generate and
Greenbelt. Through international Methodist education and her upcoming role
for global Methodist Women, she seeks for Methodism to have an impact
greater than the sum of its parts.
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09 June 2020
Statement on racism from the
Revd Dr Jonathan Hustler,
Secretary of the Conference
The brutal killing of George Floyd, who died at the hands of police officers in
Minneapolis, has prompted a wave of anger and revulsion around the world. As
Christian people, we are appalled that someone could die in such a fashion and
appalled also at the continued injustice which many Black, Asian and Minority
Ethnic people experience in many parts of the world, including the United
Kingdom, and in many institutions, including, shamefully, the Methodist Church
in Britain.
We therefore welcome and endorse the call of the ‘Black Lives Matter’
movement for radical action in addressing the causes of this injustice. The
Methodist Church in Britain believes that racism is a denial of the gospel.
However, we have to recognize that we have not eradicated the problem from
our Church, despite the excellent work of many over several decades; in the last
year we have redoubled our efforts to do so and are actively working on the
implementation of our ‘Inclusive Methodist Church’ strategy which commits to
challenging all forms of discrimination and creating a Church where people
from every background are welcome and are safe from abuse and
discrimination.
Such a Church will celebrate and not be afraid of diversity; it will be disciplined
and uncompromising in its refusal to tolerate any form of racism; it will work to
encourage the vocation of those from minority groups to serve in positions of
senior leadership; and it will be one in which all people can be confident of the
welcome that they will receive as they share in worship and ministry with us.
We repent of the ways that we have fallen short of that in the past and of our
slowness in changing our ways and we continue to look for ways in which we
can witness to the all-encompassing love of God and become the
transformation that we long to be. ‘Only the Spirit’s power can fit us for this
hour’: we pray, ‘Come, Holy Spirit, come!’
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Copyright © 1999-2020 Dave Walker (CartoonChurch Standard Licence purchased)
On the Sunday programme on 19th July on Radio 4 there was a piece about city
centre churches and the difficulties of re-opening and also the loss of income.
Although the two vicars interviewed are from prominent London churches,
nevertheless some of the issues mentioned are very similar to the issues facing
Brunswick. The piece begins at about 37 mins 25 seconds into the programme,
immediately following a recording of 'Lord of all Hopefulness'. Also, right at the
beginning of the programme there is a piece about racism within Methodism.
Here is the link: https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/m000l1w1
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PLOUGHING 200 YEARS (Part Four)
After last month’s return to the ‘beam’ I intended to eavesdrop on a Trustees
Meeting in the 1810’s but realised I’d touched on that before. The more I trawl
however I come across some interesting material in the later part of the
century. Premises in Brunswick Place1 were occupied by people who professed a
trade or profession. The Ward’s Directories of the time indicated a number of
women resided in the Place; a respectable place to live and work. One teacher,
a Mary Thompson, had a seminary (private school) for girls at number 9. The
parents of Miss Thompson’s charges must also have been content. Let us
eavesdrop on a conversation between Mary Thompson and a genteel widow
living at number 5, who we will call Miss Graham.
GRAHAM “It is a source of great comfort to me, Miss Thompson, and I am sure
you are similarly blessed, that we reside in such a safe part of the city. The
presence of the Wesley Chapel has been such a blessing”

THOMPSON “Oh, it is indeed, Miss Graham. When number nine became vacant
it was an ideal location to move my school here. I was far from satisfied with the
previous location. I lost two of my girls. The parents were very dissatisfied.
Delivering and collecting the girls was often a challenge to their carriage drivers.
The area around had become seriously run-down and I had no alternative but to
close. When I told the parents that I had found a new location, I was in the
‘unfortunate’ position of having to turn down potential pupils”
GRAHAM “In discourse last Sunday with Mistress Grey I ascertained that her
sister’s eldest daughter attends the school; Harriett Deveen. Mistress Grey tells
me Mistress Deveen is very pleased with Harriett’s progress.
THOMPSON “That is very satisfying. Is Mistress Grey, Doctor Grey’s wife? He is
one of the school sponsors.
GRAHAM “Indeed, she is, and hoping he will become one of the trustees of the
chapel. Between you and me, Doctor Grey considers the trust needs a few new
brooms to sweep away some of the entrenched ideas. I shouldn’t tell you this,
but he feels the chairman wields too much authority, even dictating at times
what should be preached.
1

Brunswick Place 1821-1992, Geoffrey Fisher and Terry Hurst, 2009. North East
Methodist History Society.
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There is little doubt that Brunswick Place must have been a hive of activity and
interests. The excellent booklet Brunswick Place 1821 – 1992 has proved a
valuable source for fact and some of my fancies. I am sure some of you will
have copies. But for those of you who haven’t, here are some titbits. Three
‘Professors of Music’ lived in Nos 1, 15 and 19 at various times. Over the years a
piano tutor, a musician, three piano tuners and a dealer in pianos enjoyed the
calm. Coach builders, coachmen, joiners, cabinet makers and later such firms
as the Newcastle Rubber Stamp Company and ‘registry offices for servants
seeking domestic employment’. Medicine and Dentistry were important in the
history of Brunswick Place; perhaps next month.
Glimpses in the Past – 1, a pot pourri from the Sesquicentenary Programme
of Celebrations
*“Mr Moody of Chicago” conducted a number of weeknight services in 1873
*Moody and Sankey together conducted a week’s mission in 1881
*Individual communion cups were introduced in 1904
*Gipsy Smith held a mission at Brunswick in the spring of 1906
*First broadcast service was held in 1924: The first television service, Good
Friday 1959
*Brunswick Club for Men started in 1963 with about twenty members

Ⓒ Peter Aughton 2020

Our Centre Manager, Fiona Wells, is still working from home, and you can
contact her Monday—Friday 9.00am to 5.00pm. If you phone the church office
number 0191 232 1692 it has been diverted, so it will ring in her home! And
you can also email her: fiona@brunswickmethodist.org.uk
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It's unbelievable to think that 16
months ago our garden at Foodbank
was a wasteland. We're starting to be
able to give our clients some of the crops....home grown produce that they
wouldn't normally have access to....here's a few photos....huge thanks to our
small band of gardeners..... it's all down to them!
From the WEFB Facebook page
26.06.2020

“As long as the earth endures,
seedtime and harvest, cold and
heat, summer and winter, day and
night will never cease.”
Genesis 8:22
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News from the Cul-de-sac!
Friday 22nd May we got our chairs out for the quiz – it seems ages ago now! The
day before we got the question sheet pushed through the door - 22 questions
of which I managed about six before I succumbed to the big encyclopaedia in
the sky (yes I cheated as did everyone else). One question was rather unusual
and everyone had a good guess. It was:
In 1898 if a Royal Mail horse got sore shoulders from towing the cart, what did
the vet do?
a) prescribe rest
c) prescribe better food
b) prescribe lotion

d) issue a sick note

Yes it's the silly one.
We managed an hour because it was so windy - if anyone stood up their garden
chair blew away.
We decided that after the last clap for NHS we would stop the Friday afternoon
activities as people were starting to move around a bit more, so we would
meet at 5.00pm on Fridays for cocktails, whoever was around and have a chat.
As it happens Friday at 5.00pm has nearly always been raining and we have
only managed about three.
The neighbour who has organised all of this normally shoots off to her house in
France in early May and is never seen again until the end of November. So if
she had got away and lockdown had been later what would our summer have
been like? We are all very grateful, have had a good time and for some, got to
know their neighbours.
Jane Atherton
P.S. Answer to the quiz question? d!
God of rolling waters, God of ever-flowing streams: the skies do seem clearer,
and the air cleaner, and the world less littered with our mess. The earth looks
more itself these days, its resilience on fuller display. But human nature is also
more evident and your warning rings loud in our ears: what comes out of our
mouths can defile; what rots in our hearts can corrupt. May justice and
righteousness bathe us, and wash out our self-serving sin. Let us then resume
our part in creation and breathe out the joy we breathe in. Amen.
Taken from the website of the Corrymeela Community in Northern Ireland https://www.corrymeela.org/
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Photos from Jane Atherton

My sunflower, the first one to flower

Red Hot Pokers

in the street

Kirkharle is open and the wildflowers are lovely
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John Derrick Appleyard
16 November 1936 - 22 May 2020
Derrick was born on 16 November
1936 in Middlesbrough, the youngest
of three children. His Dad was from
North Yorkshire and his Mam was
from Newcastle upon Tyne and they
had met in Scarborough where his
mam was studying to be a nurse.
John is a family name, with six
generations of John Appleyard,
always known as Derrick by family and friends
The family moved to Newcastle upon Tyne in 1940 and lived in High Heaton.
Derrick went to Cragside School where he first met June and they lived a few
streets away from each other. June remembers all the boys used to put the little
girls’ long hair in the ink wells. Derrick’s Mam Mary sadly died of cancer when
he was 14, and his Dad Claude remarried a few years later, to Elsie. June moved
to Benwell after the war and they went to different schools. Derrick attended
Rutherford College and learned electrics, plumbing and building skills, which
meant he was always able to do DIY, including fitting his own kitchen units and
building his own stone greenhouse. Derrick then went to do his apprenticeship
as a Draftsman at Vickers on Scotswood Road. It was a work colleague from
Vickers that brought him to Brunswick Methodist Church where he met June
again - she remembers that the first gift he bought her
when they met and started to date was a crash helmet as
he rode a motor bike. They were engaged three months
later but waited two years to marry as Derrick had to do his
National Service.
Derrick was in the Engineers and went to Malaysia to build
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bridges. Derrick had already started to take photos on his Brownie camera
before going to Malaysia but this is when he purchased a more expensive and
better-quality camera and took lots of photos of Malaysia.
On 24 June 1961 June and
Derrick got married at Brunswick
Methodist Church. June’s
bridesmaids were her sister Ann,
and Shirley Scott, her childhood
friend who had brought her to
Brunswick in 1952. Derrick’s
best man was Dave Spenser,
who went on to marry Derrick’s
step-cousin Pauline (Derrick having introduced them!)
June and Derrick got the Wright Bros bus to the Lakes for their honeymoon, and
were able to purchase a house in Benwell, near Vickers where Derrick worked.
In 1962 their son David was born, and two years later Linda. The family
attended Brunswick, the services, the Sunday School and the social life of the
church.
During their 59 years of marriage June and Derrick
shared a lifetime of memories and had a very
strong relationship, built on love and supporting
each other through good times and bad, including
the loss of their son, David, at the age of 6.
Although she was only 4 years old when her
brother died, Linda remembers throughout her
childhood her parents’ strength and strong bond during this difficult time and
she has lots of happy childhood memories. These include lots of holidays in the
Lake District and other parts of the UK, mainly walking in the countryside, the
seaside and going to historical sites.
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Derrick always had a camera with him wherever he went, taking photos of
everything. Often they had to wait in one spot for ages until the light was just
right to take the photo. Derrick liked to enter photographic competitions, and
he had a dark room to develop his own photos.
In 1980 the family moved to High Heaton, a few streets away from where
Derrick and June had lived as children. Derrick spent more time gardening and
had two allotments, growing fruit and veg. The first holiday abroad in 1983 was
to Germany, by train and ferry, and also visiting Switzerland and Austria. This
was the start of many holidays abroad for Derrick and June - to Italy, Spain,
Norway, Russia (St Petersburg), Yugoslavia, and everywhere they went Derrick
took lots of photographs! They continued to be involved in Brunswick, including
Derrick being a Steward.
In 1996 Derrick and June retired,
and they decided to move to Ryton
to a bungalow where Derrick
concentrated on his gardening and
allotments. Derrick joined the
Northumbria Fuchsia Society and
won lots of cups and medals for his
fuchsias.
He continued to enjoy photography, holidays abroad and in the Lakes, and to be
involved in Brunswick, attending the church services, the Men’s Club and the
Over-Sixties Luncheon Club, where Derrick was assigned the duty of washer up!
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Photos from June Appleyard’s garden taken in July 2020
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Father, I Place Into Your Hands
This re-working of a popular hymn was sent to the Singing the Faith
website. It works sung or spoken, and we know others have already
found it helpful. Denise is a deacon in the South Holderness Circuit.
Father, I place into your hands the things I now can’t do.
Father, I place into your hands the times we’re going through.
Father, I place into your hands the world as it is now,
for we need your courage, strength and hope.
Father, I place into your hands my friends and family
Father, I place into your hands the people I can’t see.
Father, I place into your hands those finding life lonely,
for I trust that you are with us all.
Father, I place into your hands all of the NHS.
Father, I place into your hands all those now full of stress.
Father, I place into your hands my prayers for you to bless,
for I know you hear my requests.
Father, help me to see your face, help me to hear your voice.
Father, help me to sing your praise and in your name rejoice
Father, give to me peace of mind, and to the dying - rest,
for I know how much we need you now.
Father, I want to be with you and do the things you do.
Father, I want to speak the words that you are speaking too.
Father, I want to love the ones that you are loving too,
may I know that I am one with you.
Adapted by Denise Creed from the original hymn by Jenny Hewer (b. 1945). Reproduced
from Singing the Faith Electronic Words Edition, number 519. Words and Music: © 1975,
Thankyou Music. Administered by worshiptogether.com Songs, excluding UK & Europe,
administered by Kingswaysongs, a division of David C Cook <tym@kingsway.co.uk> Used by
permission.
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Brunswick Methodist Church
Brunswick Place, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE1 7BJ

Tel (0191) 232 1692
e-mail: admin@brunswickmethodist.org.uk
www.brunswickmethodist.org.uk
Ministry Team: Rev Paul Cleever-Thorpe, Mrs Chris Carroll
and Mr Rob Wylie
Paul 0191 284 4672
Chris 07817841087
Rob 07743657643

Submissions for future editions are welcomed
Please forward these to Ruth Colclough or Fiona
Wells (fiona@brunswickmethodist.org.uk) by the 28th
August 2020
You should state clearly if the contribution is original
or indicate the source for copyright purposes
Due to limited space we cannot guarantee to include
all submissions

All photographs used with permission
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