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Hi Folks 
 
As I write this I'm a couple of days away from going on holiday for a week, and I 
have to say I'm ready for it! These last sixteen months or so have been some of 
the hardest we have had to face for a number of years and I know that many of 
us are feeling the same.  
 
I hope this August gives you all some much needed rest and relaxation and if 
you are seeing family and friends and going out to places I hope it brings you 
lots of joy, but please also stay safe.  
 
We are still working out what the church will look like from September. There 
will be some changes to the way we work - more on this as and when we are 
ready to share it. We are also considering what the government's unlocking 
protocol means and working through the information that the Methodist 
Connexion has sent out recently. And of course we are looking forward to Paul’s 
return from sabbatical.  
 
But to give you some thoughts, we are thinking about what we do with 
Breakfast Church and how that fits into our regular programme of Sunday 
morning worship. We also need to think about our online presence which has 
been so important to many over this time, namely our morning prayers on 
facebook and our zoom worship.  
 
There are also challenges around how the Coffee Shop is facilitated in the 
future as well as pondering on the discipleship work we do through bible study 
and small groups. I would like to encourage you to think carefully over this time 
as to how we may help more of us to engage in ongoing discipleship.  
 
There are lots of other conversations going on as well, and if we think they have 
legs we will share more about them in due course. 
 
We would also ask you to pray for the church as we navigate the ongoing 
opening up of the building and as we ponder on the realities of having roles 
that need to be filled in the life of the church. Please give prayerful 
consideration to this - maybe you could help out in some way.  
 
Have a grace filled summer, 
Peace, Rob  
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Moving On 
 

It feels rather strange and unreal writing under this heading. I think of it in 
terms of physically moving on from my role at Brunswick without moving on 
from all that I’ve learned and all that I’ve gained during my time here. 
 
I first came to Brunswick as Pastoral Worker in November 2009; since that 
beginning I’ve undertaken various roles and patterns of working. I’ve received 
so much from the groups I’ve worked with and from colleagues, volunteers and 
church members. I hardly know where to begin. 
 
If I could only choose one word to describe my experience of Brunswick, that 
word would be kindness. I have been shown so much kindness over the years 
by many people. And encapsulated within that description are the fruits of 
kindness: care, concern, support, help, understanding and love. 
 
Thank you for everything you’ve taught me. For the wonderful stories you’ve 
shared. For welcoming me into your homes, for trusting me. Thank you for your 
insight, your wisdom and your faith. 
 
Thank you too, to everyone who has been a colleague over time and to Paul 
and Rob who have been an absolute delight to work alongside. I have felt 
valued, respected, protected and cared for; it’s a great blessing to have been 
part of a vibrant, faith-filled supportive team. 
 
I now find myself in that exciting place of not knowing where God will lead me.  
Wherever or whatever that may be, I will be taking with me the special part of 
Brunswick that has taken root in my heart. Brunswick has formed a special and 
very important part of my faith journey; a part that has contributed to who I 
am now, how I serve God and others, how I believe. 
 

Now may the Lord of peace himself give you peace at all times and in every 

way. 

The Lord be with all of you. 

 

2 Thessalonians 3:16 

 

Chris Carroll 
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Changes to Sunday Worship After “Freedom Day” 

 

Following the lifting of restrictions on July 19th we would like to update you 

about services here at Brunswick Methodist Church.   As always we treat each 

other with courtesy and consideration. We will continue to amend our 

guidelines from time to time, depending on Government and Methodist 

Connexional advice.   

 

At the present time we strongly recommend the use of face masks in public 

areas as we move about the building. In the worship area face masks can be 

worn if you wish. During hymns we will continue to sit. If you wish to sing a 

hymn, please wear a face mask out of consideration for others. We shall 

continue to keep chairs socially distanced and for now there will be no 

refreshments after worship.   

 

We will continue to keep a record of attendees each Sunday to assist with track 

and trace should the need arise. 

 

We will review these procedures towards the end of August. 
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Church News 

 

Chris Carroll  

As you will know, Chris Carroll is retiring on 31st August 2021. Chris has been 

involved in our life at Brunswick for many years, in one way or another, and we 

are deeply grateful to her for all she has given to our congregation and 

community. She will be much missed. We wish her all the best for a long and 

happy retirement, and assure her of our continued prayers. 

 

Carolyn Walker 

Carolyn has been working in our church office for 8 years, and we are very 

grateful to her for all her support with our finance and administration. She will 

be leaving Brunswick in August, and we wish her all the very best! A drop-in 

event will be planned for those who would like to say goodbye to Carolyn - 

further details will be published in the church notices once the date has been 

finalised. 

 

Happy Birthday! Many congratulations to Peter Aughton who 

is celebrating his 80th birthday this summer!  

 

 

 

 

Happy Wedding Anniversary! 

Congratulations to Rev Gordon and Joan Wynne, 

who celebrate their Diamond Wedding this 

summer! They sent this message: ‘We have 

happy and positive memories of Brunswick since 

we returned ‘home’ to Newcastle in 2003. Thank 

you to you all for your welcome and friendship.’ 
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Listening Post 

With effect from 5th July, Listening Post will be available in a comfortable, 

private room within the church building every Monday for the following 

sessions: 10.30am to 12.30pm and 1pm to 3pm. All are welcome  

 

Prayer Handbooks 

If you would like to order a prayer handbook please let the church office know. 

The cost is £4.15. 

 

 

Brunswick Club for Men 

It is proposed the Club will restart on Tuesday 7th September at 10.30, subject 

to any restrictions that may be in place at the time.  

 

 

Bible Study online every Thursday at 6.30pm  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We were at the Tuesday drop-in chatting about this and 

that, when in walked Myra Dow and her husband Bobby! 

They were visiting Newcastle for a few days, from their 

home in Dunfermline - they are both very well as is their 

family. They were asking kindly after everyone.  
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What does an ‘inclusive’ church look like for us? 

Message to our Circuit from Rev Paul Cleever-Thorpe 

Summer 2021 

It is good to share with you as I come towards the end of a much-appreciated 

sabbatical. My own reflections have taken in South Africa (a country I took a 

placement to in 1995) and how the Bible is handled within a diverse nation. I 

have written a short reflection on the recent TV drama, ‘Time’, set inside a 

prison, and I have developed a ‘Wellness toolbox’ as part of a response to my 

own mental health challenges over the past year….and I have also played some 

golf on my local course and spent some welcome time with my mum! 

 

As we are now hopefully all aware, our Methodist Conference this summer has 

voted to confirm provisional resolutions on the principles or qualities of good 

relating, understanding of cohabitation and same sex marriages conducted on 

Methodist premises or by Methodist office-holders. For those of us who 

participated in our Spring Synod we will recall that the Newcastle Synod is one 

of 29 Districts (of the 30) across the Connexion who voted to confirm these 

same resolutions. 

 

I wanted to offer some words by way of reflection for us as a Circuit as we 

consider the implications of these decisions. I have had a number of 

conversations during my sabbatical with those who hold contradictory 

convictions on the issue of same-sex marriage in particular and so I would ask 

that we do give some quality time to listening to one another over these coming 

months. 

  

Revd Sonia Hicks is, I believe, a good choice on the part of Conference to serve 

the Methodist Church as President over the course of the next year. We offer 

our prayers both to Sonia and to Barbara Easton, our Vice-President for 2021-

22. I say this because Sonia’s address to Conference spelt out her theme for this 

year: ‘God’s Table – An Invitation for all!’ We would do well to read her address 

when we have opportunity. 

Never has the theme of inclusion, it seems to me, been as important for 
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churches of all denominations and traditions to hear. Sonia shared in her 

Presidential address about the experience of her Aunt Lize who, on attending a 

Methodist church following her arrival in Britain from Jamaica, was told by the 

Minister during the service that “people like you go to the church down the 

road.” 

 

Many of us perhaps have our own personal experiences of not feeling 

welcomed when worshipping at a church for the first time – I certainly 

experienced this as a student when I was discouraged from staying for 

communion (‘tagged on’ to the end of a morning service) at a Methodist 

church because I was not a member there! 

 

Sonia Hicks closes her address with the following words from Vicky Beeching: 

Words create worlds. 
God spoke in Genesis, his language distilling into stars, oceans, planets. 
And God still speaks today, always innovating and constantly creative. 
He does not bend to cultural progress, rather he leads the way. 
Not innovation for innovation’s sake, 
But the plan of an upside-down kingdom where the last are first, 
And the dinner table is set for the unlikeliest of guests. 
 

The Parable of the Great Feast in Luke’s gospel (chapter 14) gives us an insight 

into the nature of God’s upside-down Kingdom as the second wave of 

invitations are sent to those who are the ‘unlikeliest of guests’. In his aptly 

named commentary on this gospel, ‘Luke for Everyone’, Tom Wright speaks 

about the challenge of this parable: ‘Christians, reading this anywhere in the 

world, must work out in their own church what it would mean to celebrate 

God’s kingdom so that the people at the bottom of the pile, at the end of line, 

would find it to be good news!’ 

 

When I first came to our District in the mid-90s I joined a small group whose 

vision it was to reach out to adults with special needs, their family members 

and their carers. This vision became ‘In the Father’s Hands’ (ITFH), a 

worshipping, celebratory community in which those with often very complex 

needs could feel welcomed and accepted. We met monthly for worship 
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workshops which fed into a creative and participative act of worship followed 

(of course!) by a shared tea at which we could celebrate special occasions like 

birthdays. 

 

Whilst, of course, it would have been great for each of our ITFH friends to have 

worshipped in their own local church (and some did do this), we recognised at 

the time the challenges which some churches had in designing worship 

services which were fully inclusive and accepted every person as they are. If I 

tell you that one of our ITFH friends needed to wander around the sanctuary 

with a carer whilst we worshipped and took a particular liking to grabbing 

flowers in a vase on a stand, then you will understand more what this inclusive 

Christian community looked like! We were totally accepting of all who joined 

us, and family members and carers were also encouraged to be able to share 

in this kind of relaxed worship scenario. 

 

So, friends, my own hope over these coming months, as we work through the 

implications of Conference’s decision, is that we will consider what the phrase 

‘inclusive church’ means for our own Christian community. 

 

The importance of listening, which I alluded to earlier, will need to extend to 

those who may make contact with our church or project in the light of the 

Conference decision as they look for a spiritual home and one in which they 

will feel accepted and affirmed. 

 

I offer you, finally, these words from a song written by John Bell and Graham 

Maule: 

Christ’s is the world in which we move; Christ’s are the folk we’re summoned to 
love; 
Christ’s is the voice which calls us to care, and Christ is the one who meets us 
here. 
To the lost Christ shows his face, to the unloved he gives his embrace, 
to those who cry in pain or disgrace, Christ makes, with his friends, a touching 
place. 
 
Every blessing,    Paul 
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1 July 2021 

 

Dear Friends 

 

We wished to take this opportunity to write to you after the Conference voted 

on the resolutions contained in the marriage and relationships report. 

 

We very much appreciate that these decisions will stir up many different 

emotions for our siblings across the Connexion. There will be some who will be 

deeply hurt and others who will rejoice by what has been decided. 

 

Our Presidential theme this year is ‘God’s Table: An Invitation for All’, and God’s 

invitation is for every single one of us. The Methodist Church has held tension 

for many years and as a Church and a family, we must do all we can to live with 

contradictory convictions. 

 

This work was first reflected on back in 1992 and we have been on this journey 

together since that point. During the past years we have continued to listen to 

and to pray for each other and remaining true to what God is saying to us. We 

must remember in all this, to continue to hold each other in prayer, and to 

support each other as we find a way forward, respecting our differences. 

 

It is perhaps helpful to remember that there are other issues, some of them 

discussed at the Conference, on which we hold differing and sometimes strong 

opinions. We live with them and we do not allow them to impair our 
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communion with each other. We respect each other’s consciences, we exercise 

judgment in when to speak and when to be silent, and we hold one another in 

prayer. We do all this not for our own sake but for the sake of Christ and the 

sake of the world which urgently needs to know the power of Christ’s 

reconciling love. 

 

Our prayer for you, beloved siblings, is that in joy or sorrow, in pain or 

excitement, we might continue to live within that reconciling love. 

Dear Siblings, 

 

This term ‘Sibling' was the form of address used by our new incoming President 

of Conference, Rev Sonia Hicks, in her greeting to those gathered in the 

Conference. It was used helpfully to be the most inclusive form of non-binary 

language matching their theme this year, God’s Table: An invitation for all. This 

year’s Conference Agenda has been the fullest and most intensely packed of 
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recent years, containing monumental issues for our Church and time. 

 

A pastoral letter should be coming to all churches from the President and Vice-

President (Mrs Barbara Easton) and explaining further the decisions of this 

year's Conference. In the meantime, I write to you this 'holding letter', as a lot 

more information will be coming to help local churches and circuits to act on 

the decisions made. That said, it has been brought to my attention that some 

people have completely misunderstood some of the information released. 

 

So, the following tries to help bring clarity to what has been decided around 

the Conference decisions on the report God in Love Unites Us. 

 

The Methodist Conference has adopted two understandings of marriage: i) that 

it is between a woman and a man ii) that it is between any two people. 

 

This now means that each local church can choose, through the Church Council, 

if they wish to register with the Local Authority to conduct same-sex marriage 

on their premises. Each Methodist minister can now decide if they want to 

conduct same-sex marriages. 

 

The Conference also agreed a freedom of conscience clause which means 

ministers will not be forced to conduct such weddings if they oppose the move. 

 

There is a great deal more to share about all of this, but these are the main 

points around which there has been some significant misunderstanding. 

 

Also, I want to pay tribute to the incredible way our Church held this 

conversation and did its conferring. This was far from easy, yet deeply held 

views were expressed with care and grace. It was a great example of how we 

might live as the family of the church with our contradictory convictions. 

 

May I encourage us all to continue to pray, holding one another before God as 

we learn to inhabit these decisions. 
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More information about this year's Conference decisions will follow. 

 

May the peace of Christ be with you, 

Yours sincerely 

 

01 July 2021 

3Generate report to Conference 

In her report to the Methodist Conference, Youth 
President Phoebe Parkin detailed the impact of the 
pandemic on young lives and spoke of how young 
people should be not just heard in their churches, but 
listened to.  
 
The report highlights how the Methodist Church has 
responded to the pandemic, working alongside the 
young people to provide a range of worship opportunities and resources. 
 
3Generate, the annual Children and Youth Assembly of the Methodist Church 
took a different form and became 3Generate365, a year-round process of 
engagement with children and young people in their local setting to enable 
them to listen to God, discern what God is saying, deepen their faith and be 
confident in being evangelists sharing their faith with others. 

3Generate365 creates continuous dialogue and action between children and 
young people and the Church in a local, circuit, district and connexional context. 
The theme for the year, “Tune In”, focused on children and young people tuning 
in to God. Nineteen District Ambassadors across seventeen districts have 
helped the team achieve the aims of 3Generate365 and helped children and 
young people explore their response to the pandemic and lockdown. 
 
As part of 3Generate365, Fridays@5:17 were launched. Inspired by 1 
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Thessalonians 5:17, which reads “never stop praying”, this is a time for children 
and young people across the Connexion to stop, pray and listen to God. The 
3Generate app has been relaunched and has been downloaded more than 500 
times. 

During the last year the Youth President and Youth Reps have adapted their 
work to be done online visiting over 50 youth groups, across 20 districts, 
chatting and sharing ideas. 
 
In her speech to Conference Phoebe reaffirmed that young people are not the 
Church of the future, they are Church now, saying, “This isn’t about the 
Conference listening to a report each year and voting through some 
resolutions. Whilst this is a really important part of the Methodist Church’s 
engagement with children and young people, we need local churches, circuits 
and districts to be in conversation with children and young people all year 
round. 

“We need every church member within every context to work with and 
alongside children and young people to enable and equip them to be agents of 
change as God calls them to be. This is about all of us, all members of the Body 
of Christ, working, praying and being in fellowship together.” 
 
The Conference voted to lament the stresses and traumas experienced by 
young people during the pandemic and directs ministers with pastoral 
oversight to review how pastoral care might be more intentionally and actively 
offered to children and young people. 
 
From the website of the Methodist Church  

01 July 2021 
New President and Vice-President of the Methodist Conference elected for 

2022/23 
 

The Methodist Conference has elected 
the Revd Graham Thompson to serve as 
President and Anthony Boateng to serve 
as Vice-President, starting their year of 
office when the Representative Session of 
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the Methodist Conference opens in Telford in June 2022. 

Graham Thompson, said: 

“I am overwhelmed by the designation and humbled by the belief that 
Conference has in me. I will do all I can to serve God and the Church as we 
discern our path, emerging from the pandemic.”  

Graham Thompson serves as Chair of the Plymouth and Exeter District, a role 
which he assumed following his service as Chair of the East Anglia District. 
Before offering for Methodist ministry, Graham worked as an accountant. He 
has served in a variety of Circuits, urban and rural, both as Presbyter and 
Superintendent as well as serving on variety of Methodist trusts, boards and 
Connexional committees. He has broad ecumenical experience and is an 
ecumenical Canon of Exeter Cathedral. 

Anthony Boateng is a Local Preacher from the London District, with a passion 
for social action, politics, church unity, spiritual revival and creative ways of 
worship. He has been a member of the Conference since 2014. Anthony serves 
on several committees across the Church including as a convenor of the 
London District Social Responsibility Commission and member of Church 
Action for Tax Justice management committee. In his ‘day job’ Anthony is a 
caseworker for Ingeus - a government Work and Health Programme. 

Anthony Boateng said: 

“As a young Ghanaian immigrant who has spent all his life in the Methodist 
Church, it is an honour and privilege to be given this opportunity by my siblings 
to serve the church at such a challenging time. I am enthusiastic about 
stepping into this leadership role, and working alongside the whole Church to 
discern and move towards God's vision for us in the year ahead." 

From the website of the Methodist Church 



 

16 

Walking With Micah: Methodist Principles for Social Justice 
  
What does it mean for the Methodist Church to be a justice-seeking church? 
  
We live at a time of huge change when domestic and global injustices are being 
revealed and intensified. How can our world be renewed so that all God’s 
creation, people and planet, can flourish? 
 
Our Calling as Methodists means we long for God’s justice in the world. Around 
the globe and in their own local communities, Methodists are working for 
justice through responding to needs and campaigning for change. 
 
The prophet Micah reminded people that the worship God wants is for us to act 
justly, to love as God loves, and to walk humbly with God. Justice-seeking has 
always been integral to our relationship with God. 
 
The Walking with Micah: Methodist Principles for Social Justice project will 
help the Methodist Church in Britain to focus on our principles and priorities for 
justice and through that increase our ability to seek God’s justice, as a Church 
and in our own Christian lives. 
 
This two-year project will involve 
Drawing on our Methodist heritage of challenging injustice and learning from 
the insights and challenges of others within and beyond the Christian faith. 
Consulting widely within the Methodist Church and listening to what matters to 
Methodist people at this time. 
Working with others to resource individuals, churches and leaders, to speak and 
act for justice both individually and in the name of the Methodist Church in 
Britain. 
 
Watch the video on Youtube (https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=Ki77_pKLwQo) and read on to learn more about the project. 
 
For more information, please contact Rachel Lampard - 
LampardR@methodistchurch.org.uk  |  020 7467 5248 
 
Taken from the website of the Methodist Church 
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Hope & Anchor is a new online chat show launching this autumn with 

guests from across Britain and around the world who are exploring 

spirituality and faith in different ways. It’s for people who care about 

mission and evangelism, the spiritually curious and those who love a 

good natter and a good laugh. Produced by the Evangelism & Growth 

Team, mark your diaries for Tuesdays at 12:45pm starting 28 

September. Email evangelism@methodistchurch.org.uk if you have an 

idea for a guest or an idea to explore. 
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MHA – Digital Chaplain 
 

Methodist Homes (MHA) is delighted to announce 
the appointment of Eleanor Puttock as its first-ever 
Digital Chaplain in a role unique to a care provider. 
  
The new role fits into MHA’s positive approach to 
ageing, supporting spiritual well-being and living 
later life well while embracing developments in the 
way interactions, relationships and communities 
are formed. 
 
Chaplaincy services have always been a central pillar of MHA's care 
homes and retirement living services. With many of the support services for 
members of MHA Communities going online, the charity sought to create a 
digital chaplain role to help facilitate and develop content. The role of digital 
chaplain will enhance and support existing chaplaincy services, offering new 
ways for communities to interact, complementing existing skills and reaching 
audiences further afield. The role is funded through charitable giving, most 
especially in 2021 through the charity’s annual MHA Sunday. This year’s event, 
held on 13 June, supports the work of MHA Communities including the new 
offering of Digital Communities along with national telephone and digital 
befriending service and community groups across Britain. 
 
Eleanor describes herself as a ‘facilitator of information and people’ and sees 
this role as combining her understanding of religion and digital communication 
with her personal vocation to chaplaincy. She brings experience from the 
Faraday Institute for Science and Religion (University of Cambridge) and the 
Diocese of Ely, where she supported the central team, clergy and parish 
churches to develop and sustain their digital presence and outreach. She will 
shortly complete her training to become a hospital chaplain through London 
South Bank University. 
 
Eleanor said: “I see this role as creating content which can be accessed by a 
diverse range of people, from residents and members to relatives and 
colleagues. It will help upskill MHA’s chaplains so they can use the benefits of 
digital media to complement their roles and therefore be able to help support 
more people. It is an exciting role and one in which I am looking forward to 
helping make a difference to the lives of the people MHA supports by listening 
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to what their needs are and then creating content to meet this.” 
MHA Communities Development Manager Beth Finch said: “There was huge 
interest in the role of digital chaplain and we are delighted to welcome Eleanor 
to the team. She will help enable us to bring the chaplaincy service to the 
people we support in the community, something we have wanted to do for a 
long time.” 
 
Taken from the website of MHA: https://www.mha.org.uk/news/latest-news/news_archive/mha-appoints-digital-chaplain-first

-care-charity/  

Young Christians Climate Pilgrimage 
 
The most inspiring campaigning initiative, by far, in connection with COP26, is 
the 'Young Christians Climate Pilgrimage' to Glasgow, which is at present 
wending its way towards London from Cornwall and which will reach Newcastle 
for a service in the St Nicholas’ Cathedral on Sunday evening, 3rd October, and a 
big send-off on Thursday 7th. [It's really a 'Relay', with different people walking 
short sections along the route.] 
  
The young people say:  
"In years to come, we want the UK church to look back on 2021 and say 'we 
did not sit at home while unjust decisions were made on our doorstep; we set 
sail towards a just future'.  
“The Relay is open to people of all ages (and we would love to see all ages 
represented!) and people of all faiths or none are invited to show their 
support. However, for safeguarding reasons, children and teens must be 
accompanied by someone over 18 who takes responsibility for them.” 
  
An enormous amount of work and passion has already gone into it; see their 
most impressive website: https://www.yccn.uk/ 
  
Please give serious thought to supporting the young people yourself and 
publicising the event far and wide. This is a special time, a ‘Kairos moment’ – the 
only issue is whether we all rise to the challenge it presents. 
  
Further information below. 
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Dr David Golding CBE 
(Development Coordinator, NE-CAP, and Founding Trustee, Jubilee Debt 
Campaign UK) 
  
The Young Christians say: 
  
The climate crisis is a reflection, and a cause, of deep injustice in the world. This 
crisis arises from our abuse of God’s creation, and our broken relationship with 
our neighbours worldwide who suffer most from its consequences. We are 
convinced of the Biblical mandate to care for creation, and lament its 
exploitation. 
  
We are organising this Relay to COP26 to show we care about climate justice 
and creation care. We want to see systematic change on a global and a local 
scale. We hope that by holding this relay, we can raise awareness of COP26 and 
our imperative as Christians to engage in creation care theology, individually 
and corporately. 
  
We welcome all ages to the relay and children (under 18s) are welcome to 
participate where they are accompanied by a legal guardian. 
  
You can find a link to our route map here: 
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=1cwEIEZOvmlY3VRMjhI-
NXQUbxTTYj-9g& 

Climate Sunday 

 

For many churches, action on climate change is not new. Quietly but in ever 

growing numbers, over the last few years local churches across denominations 

and styles of worship have been responding to this moral issue with creativity 

and determination.  More than 3,400 local churches are now registered with 

the main church greening schemes (including the Methodist Church). But with 

the climate crisis accelerating and the UK due to host the rescheduled COP26 

climate talks in November 2021 in Glasgow, we believe the time has come for 

all churches across the UK to pray about and act on the climate crisis, as we 

have done in response to the Covid-19 pandemic. 
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Our vision as a coalition is to see God’s love and desire for justice manifested 

through the church on this critical issue of our age. The need and the 

opportunity are great. They include bringing pastoral support to a younger 

generation already experiencing climate anxiety and grief; teaching of God’s 

love for all his creation; reducing carbon emissions from church buildings, land, 

congregational travel and purchasing; serving the local community by taking 

part in practical projects, such as restoring local green space, to help them 

adapt; and witnessing to our God of Justice by joining wider civil society calls 

for a fair transition to a sustainable economy. 

 

The idea is very simple.  We are calling on all churches to hold a local Climate 

Sunday any time during a one year period starting on 6th September 2020 (the 

first Sunday in the annual season of Creationtide). We will provide free 

resources to suit every tradition and style of worship. During their local Climate 

Sunday, we invite each church to do one or more of three things: 

 

Climate service: Hold a climate-focused service, to explore the theological and 
scientific basis of creation care and action on climate, to pray, and to commit to 
action; 
Commit:  Make a commitment as a local church community to taking long term 
action to reduce its own greenhouse gas emissions;   
Call:  Join with other churches and wider society by adding their name to a 
common call for the UK government to take much bolder action on climate 
change in this country in advance of COP26, and to strengthen its credibility to 
lead the international community to adopt a step change in action at COP26. 
 
Then, two months before the COP talks in Glasgow, on Sunday 5th September 

2021, we will hold a national Climate Sunday event to celebrate the 

commitments made by churches at local level over the previous year. We will 

also present the UK government with the combined commitments and calls 

which all local churches have made - to show our political leaders that they will 

have our support to act boldly, justly and compassionately on this issue. 

 

We cannot guarantee the outcome of COP26, but whether it is successful or 
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not, the current pace of climate disruption will still require individuals and 

whole sectors of society to act fast - out of fairness to those locked in poverty, 

those who need more support to face the effects of climate change, the young 

and all future generations, as well as to the rest of nature. Only we Christians, 

and our church communities, can do this for ourselves; no-one else can do it for 

us. As followers of a loving and Creator God, we should be the sector of society 

most prepared to act first, boldly, in faith and service. 

   

The Climate Sunday initiative is there to help us in this critical year ahead for 

climate and the UK’s international leadership. It will help us take our next steps 

as local Christian communities, on this moral, pastoral, economic and 

environmental issue of our generation.  And it will help us do it together, to 

learn from each other and to multiply our combined impact for good nationally 

and even internationally. 

 

From today we invite every single UK church community to take part.  You can 

register to receive more information and start planning your local Climate 

Sunday on our website. 

 

Andy Atkins, 

CEO of A Rocha UK, Chair of the Climate Sunday Steering Group 

  
Climate Sunday is being organised by the CTBI’s Environmental Issues Network (EIN). This gathers the 

environmental ‘leads’ of the major denominations, some Christian orders, and the Christian environmental 

and relief and development agencies. Member organisations which have already given their formal 

backing to the initiative include CAFOD, Christian Aid, Tearfund, A Rocha UK, Operation Noah, Climate 

Stewards, Eco-Congregation Scotland, Green Christian, the Church of England, the Methodist Church, the 

Baptist Union of Great Britain, the Baptist Union of Wales, the United Reformed Church, The Church of 

Scotland, Cytûn (Churches together in Wales), the Union of Welsh Independents and the Church in Wales. 

 
Taken from the website https://www.climatesunday.org/blog 
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Nicaragua 

 

In the last edition of Brunswick News there was an up-date from Margaret 

Storey about her work in Nicaragua. 

 

Margaret has preached at Brunswick and for many months now has been 

joining Zoom Worship on Sunday mornings. Margaret has had a very difficult 

time whilst still being able to work on the Bluefields, including having her 

passport destroyed by fire whilst with her solicitor in Nicaragua. She has been 

in the country for well over sixteen months and is likely to be there until 

November, 2021. 

 

The finance committee felt that it would like to make some recognition and 

decided to send £100, which was doubled by a church member, so £200 was 

sent. 

 

Margaret writes………….and has 

attached a few photographs.  

 

 

Hi David  

 

………….I just want to say how 

overwhelmed I am for the generous 

gift made for my work here in Bluefields. If it is an 

individual person who needs to be thanked, then 

can you please pass on my true appreciation. If it 

was the church who had to approve this, then 

please record my thanks to them too. 

 

With Bluefields in a state of economic disaster 

with unemployment at an all time low, it’s good 

that such donations as the one you’ve sent can 
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help make a difference to people’s lives. Even if it is just receiving a free lunch 

once a week or a bag of food rations, a snack or uniforms for children to go to 

school -  whatever small gesture is made, it is made in love and received in 

sheer gratitude. 

 

Many thanks and every blessing, 

Margaret 

                                                                     

Bluefields News - June 2021 

    

Hello dear family and friends, I send you greetings from Bluefields where we 

are having a mixture of rain, thunder, sunshine and suffering many power cuts. 

  

With still no news of my visa or flights home, I continue to get on with what I’m 

here to do. I know that one day I’ll receive a message to say I am allowed a visa 

and so I’ll not be living here illegally anymore!! Oh what a joyful day that will 

be! I realise now, as the year is moving on, the earliest I will get back home is 

November. 

  

Most of our students are doing well at school, some of them achieving 

outstanding results. There will always be the disappointing ones, who we feel 

could put more effort in and there is sadly the odd occasion when we have to 

take a scholarship away. Recently I heard of two of our students being 

pregnant. The 16 year old, in her final year of high school, cannot continue at 

the school, but thankfully she has managed to get into a Saturday school where 

she will be able to complete her year and receive her high school diploma. The 

17 year old is in her first year of university and also wants to continue with her 

studies. We are thankful that both of them are not giving up on their education 

and that we can still support them. 

  

Covid has started to rear its ugly head again after quite a quiet time, but still the 

government do not want to admit that there is much of it around. A friend’s 
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mother, after being in hospital for nearly two weeks on oxygen and intubated, 

died on Saturday. By 7am the next day she was buried. A coffin had been 

supplied by the authorities and it was sealed down and none of the family was 

allowed to see her……yet they say she died of a heart attack! They never got 

the chance to say goodbye – or even have proof that their mother was inside! 

A doctor told me that there are definitely covid patients in the hospital, so I 

made up more emergency bags and delivered them to the entrance of the 

hospital last week where the doctor came out to receive them. 

  

In November there will be the elections for a new president and already there 

is political unrest. Those running for election are being falsely accused of 

whatever and being put in jail or under house arrest. The country needs a new 

president, but he is making sure there will be no competition standing in his 

way of re-election. 

  

Mother’s Day was May 30th and here it is a big celebration. A few days before, 

at one on the schools where we sponsor children, the fifth year students were 

put into six groups and each group was allowed to invite two people for a lunch 

with entertainment, all provided by the students. I was privileged to be invited. 

What a lovely occasion it was. On 29th May, our women’s group decided to go 

to the maternity home to celebrate the occasion with the women who come 

from way out communities to have their babies in Bluefields. I made up 34 bags 

of gifts for mother and baby and did a free raffle and the other women made 

the refreshments. It was a lovely time of sharing and bringing some happiness 

into their lives, while they were far away from home. 

  

Then the week after was Children’s Day – another big thing! Our women’s 

group made iced buns and bought sweets and fruit juice and I took teddy bears 

and we went to the rock quarry to give out to the children there – all 41 of 

them. They were so excited at seeing so much cream on the little cakes! One 

little boy couldn’t manage all the cream! The joy on these children’s     

faces at something so simple was second to none! 
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On 29th June it is Teachers’ Day – another day off for the schools. Yet, on 23rd 

June, it was Father’s Day – and sadly barely a mention! 

  

I’ll finish with one more story which really touched my heart. The road leading 

up to the church is only earth and when it rains, the mud is awful. Well 

recently it has been made worse, because workmen are laying new pipes, so 

all the earth is upturned and pastor Ed can’t get his truck up to the church. On 

Sunday morning it was raining so we knew it was going to be bad – and it was! 

We had to leave the truck further down and walk about 100 yards to get to the 

gates of the church, through the mud. One of the workmen pointed out to us 

the best side to walk on as further up they had put some stepping stones. 

Before I ventured on my mud walk, I took two polythene bags out of my bag 

and proceeded to my foot in one of them and as I was doing so, the same 

workman took the other bag off me and bent down and put my other foot in 

it. As if that wasn’t enough of a kind gesture, he then took my hand and 

walked me right up to the stepping stones! We then got up to the church and I 

was standing telling the people gathered at the doorway, waiting for the 

service to start, about the kind workman – and when I looked down at the 

muddy polythene bags fastened round my ankles, a 10 year old boy from the 

Sunday school, without saying a word, was kneeling down, quietly untying the 

knots of the bags! It just made my day. 

  

And so I end my tales for this time. I do pray that you are all doing well, 

hopefully enjoying some ‘summer’ weather and looking forward to lockdown 

being totally lifted soon. 

  

Thank you as always for your 

love, concern, prayers and 

support.  

Every blessing  

Margaret 
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Dates for your diary 

 

Sunday Worship 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

23 August: UNESCO International Day for Remembrance of the Slave Trade and 

its Abolition 

whc.unesco.org/en/news/2019 

 

1 September– 4 October: Creation Time / Creationtide / Season of Creation 

www.ctbi.org.uk  and seasonofcreation.org/ 

 

5–26 September: Ability Sunday (select your preferred day) 

www.abilitysunday.org.uk/ 

 

5 September: Climate Sunday www.climatesunday.org 

 

13 September: Education Sunday (England and Wales) www.cte.org.uk/

Groups/234838/Home/R esources/Education_Sunday/Education_S unday.aspx 

 

14–21 September: World Week for Peace in Palestine and Israel 

www.worldweekforpeace.org 

 

19 September: Freedom Sunday (end slavery)  www.ijmuk.org/freedom-sunday 

 

19 September: Peace Sunday (UN International Day of Peace is 21 September) 

Date Worship 
Leader 

In Building Online 

1st August Rev Paul 
Cleever-Thorpe 

  Online 

8th August Rev Paul 
Cleever-Thorpe 

In Building   

15th August Rob Wylie   Online 

22nd August Chris Carroll In Building   

29th August Rev Paul 
Cleever-Thorpe 

  Online 
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Brunswick Methodist Church 

Brunswick Place, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE1 7BJ 

Tel (0191) 232 1692  

e-mail: admin@brunswickmethodist.org.uk 

www.brunswickmethodist.org.uk 

 

Ministry Team: Rev Paul Cleever-Thorpe, Mrs Chris Carroll 

(until 31 August 2021) and Mr Rob Wylie 

Paul 0191 284 4672  

Chris 07817841087 

Rob 07743657643 

Submissions for future editions are welcomed 

Please forward these to Ruth Colclough or Fiona Wells 

(fiona@brunswickmethodist.org.uk) by the 19 September 

2021 

You should state clearly if the contribution is original 

or indicate the source for copyright purposes 

Due to limited space we cannot guarantee to include all 

submissions 

All photographs used with permission 


