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Dear Friends, 
 
It seems that a lot has happened since I last wrote in these pages. I’ve left for 
and returned from a three-month period of sabbatical leave during which I 
walked St Cuthbert’s Way from Melrose to Lindisfarne following the life of St 
Cuthbert as I went. This provided a break from the demands of ministry which 
left me refreshed for the rest of my sabbatical time, which I spent time 
studying around the subject of food in our lives, our faith and our 
communities. In addition the Holland household acquired a dog. 
 
Meanwhile at Brunswick Methodist Church, there has been the roof problem 
and the history it has revealed, the city centre has been ‘yarn-bombed’ with 
knitted angels, Christmas has been celebrated, the New Year begun and our 
covenant with God renewed. Some of you will have made New Year 
resolutions. Some of you will have broken and put away your New Year 
resolutions and some of you may still be struggling with them in the light of all 
the things this new year is throwing at you. But we know that whatever, in 
Jesus, God is with us. 
 
At the time of writing I am thinking of our coming preaching and study series, 
We Believe, which will be based around our Creed (when you get this copy of 
Brunswick News we will be half way through the series). It will be a time of 
returning to the foundations of the faith that we declare as we explore the 
nature of the God we believe in, the person and uniqueness of Jesus, the work 
of the Holy Spirit in our lives and role of the church. For some this may be an 
opportunity to refresh our understanding of our long held beliefs, yet for 
others there may be new things to consider. We will be privileged to benefit 
from the President of Conference, Rev Dr Roger Walton’s, preaching during 
this series as he visits the Newcastle District. 
 
In addition to the themed preaching in our Sunday morning services we have 
the opportunity for deeper study in various groups through the week. The 
historic creeds represent the foundations of our faith and the starting point 
therefore, for many of our traditions and activities and indeed, our 
understanding of what church is all about. It is our desire that in spending 
time exploring anew these building blocks of our faith we will be able to 
rejuvenate our discipleship, deepen our understanding and strengthen our 
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faith. I imagine there will be times during this study when we will be affirmed, 
others when we will be challenged, but I pray that as we use this time to 
contemplate the Lord’s glory, we all shall be transformed into his image with 
ever-increasing glory. (See 2 Cor 3: 18) Or as Charles Wesley put it: changed 
from glory into glory, till in heav’n we take our place, till we cast our crowns 
before thee, lost in wonder, love and praise. 
 
May I take this opportunity once again to thank Liesl, Ian and Glynn and so 
many of you for stepping in to make my sabbatical period a time of blessing for 
me and for all of you, too. I look forward to sharing something of my studies 
around food with you in the near future. 
 
With grace and peace, 
 
 
Michael 
 

The Apostles’ Creed 
 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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The Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
 
For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven: 
by the power of the Holy Spirit 
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
and was made man. 
 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. 
Amen. 
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A BIG THANK YOU! 

To all who took part in our  

Christmas Angel Project this year. 

 

Several churches in our circuit and indeed across the 
country took part in this mission of spreading Christmas 
cheer and goodwill, and collectively across the country a 
fantastic total of 37 826 angels were distributed. 
Brunswick contributed more than 800 to that number! 

 

So, thank you to all who knitted: some were able to knit several angels, some 
were able to make perhaps just one; every single contribution was significant 
and many angels have found good homes and are sure to continue to spread 
their joy year on year as they re-appear on Christmas trees or mantelpieces. 
Huge appreciation also goes to all who joined in the early morning hours to 
decorate the city from Northumberland Street to the train station with these 
little messengers of hope, love and encouragement. And of course, a special 
thanks to Fiona and Carolyn, who collected, stored, tagged and counted every 
single one. 

 

Here are a few of the lovely messages we received on our 
Facebook and Twitter pages: 

 

Our little girl found one on the way to Fenwick’s window & 
brought him home. Such a lovely idea ! X 

Found our beautiful angel in Northumberland Street today. 
Thank you so much - feeling very blessed. 

Feeling the love with all the Christmas angels in the 
Grainger Market this morning. 

Christmas angels from Brunswick Methodist Church in 
our happy office 
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We pray that people will continue to feel the love and care 
that went into the making of these angels, not just at 
Christmas time, but throughout this year and we pray God’s 
blessing on both those who received angels but also 
especially also on those who so lovingly made them. 

 

Liesl 
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Newcastle Responds to Brunswick Angels  
 
As many of you know, throughout 2016 members of the congregation, coffee 
shop regulars and people connected to our church knitted hundreds of little 
Christmas angels. We attached a little message to each angel with words of 
hope and wishing whoever found the angel a very Merry Christmas. Then on 
the Tuesday 20th December, very early in the morning, a group of us 
distributed the angels around the city. We put them on benches, hung them to 
railings, placed them in shop doorways and gave them to anyone we 
happened to pass by. 

The message we attached to each angel encouraged people to take a picture 
of their angel, post it on social media and use the hashtag #xmasangels 

Here are a few of the responses we received on Twitter: 
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And on Facebook:  
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We were really pleased and excited by the amount of people that engaged with 
us online, and posted lovely pictures and messages about the angels they had 
found. It has been amazing for Brunswick to work together on this, in order to 
bless the city at Christmas time. A special thank you to everyone who took the 
time to knit the angels so beautifully, and to everyone who helped distribute 
them around the city.  

If you would like to keep up to date with our social media activity, follow us on 
twitter - @Brunswick_Chrch or ‘like’ us on Facebook - Brunswick Methodist 
Church.  

 

God bless 

Georgia 

Church Family Development Worker  

 

Editors' Note: Apologies that the clarity is not good on these social media images (from 
Facebook and Twitter), but we hope that nevertheless they give a good general impression 
of the response we received! If you would like to know exactly what people wrote, please 
ask Georgia!  
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A Non Pew View!!! 

 

One of the joys of being ‘retired’ is that of being able to accept an invitation to 
be involved in ministry in a different way – such as giving ministerial cover at 
particular times.  During November and December, when Michael Holland was 
on Sabbatical, I had the privilege of sharing in the ministry of Brunswick from a 
‘non pew view’. 

 

One of the important contributions to the life of Brunswick is the excellent 
team of lay people – staff and volunteers – who work with dedication, skill, 
generosity and immense patience to enable the Church to fulfil its role in the 
City.  During my roving commission it was an eye opener to see what goes on 
both behind the scenes as well as in the public domain - from putting greeting 
tags around hundreds of angels to completing forms for grants to repair the 
ceiling, from serving meals and coffee to befriending those on the edges of 
society. Without this team of people we would not be able to fulfil the role of 
being the Church at the centre of the City.  

 

I thoroughly enjoyed my 6 week stint – meeting and greeting the people, 
hearing their news and views, sharing in the pre-Christmas services, being 
party to the daily life of a busy city centre church and even attending some 
business meetings! 

 

Thank you for allowing me to see Brunswick from an aspect other than that of 
an occasional worshipper. Thank you especially for allowing me to share in the 
heartbeat of a church continuing a long tradition of service and yet looking to 
respond to the demands of a rapidly changing world as found in this City. 

 

And now back to the pew – but with a deeper knowledge and respect for the 
work of God through Brunswick. 

 

Rev Ian White 
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It was good to be able to be helpful during Michael’s Sabbatical. I realised 
again how Brunswick is as far away from a ‘Sunday only’ church as it is possible 
to be. Once the doors open each morning then we are open for business. The 
fact that the coffee shop exists and can be seen from outside means that a 
welcoming aspect is obvious. Many come simply for a coffee. Others for coffee 
plus and the service provided by our volunteers day by day is a vital ministry. I 
was around as the roof developed a life of its own and was never sure if the 
next Sunday service was in two adjoining rooms, the foyer or the hall. Our 
workers had enormous demands in carrying on organising where things could 
be, gaining required permissions and trying to find money as they took a long 
view about what we could do and the skill shown was magnificent. 

 

I was the ‘liaison’ for Brunswick on Remembrance Sunday when, as usual, the 
civic party gathered in the hall. It was good, as I greeted and chatted, to be 
told how vital the church was in the life of the city. Those who volunteer and 
those who are staff make a well-fitting team. Although I played only a very 
small part in the time that I helped cover it was good to realise that there is a 
splendid team who make Brunswick what it is. 

 

Rev Glynn Lister 

Easter Big Sing – change of date (again!)  

Owing to several important circuit/

district events taking place in March 

and April, it has been decided to 

change the date of the Big Sing to 

Saturday 13th May, from 2-4pm. 

Please put the date in your diary! This 

will be an opportunity to share 

readings, hymns, songs to reflect the Easter season, so if 

you have any ‘special requests’, please pass them to Georgia, 

Ruth, Richard or Gillian. Thank you! 
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‘The Best of All is God is with us’ 

 

Wesleyana Exhibition 5th May-31st July 2017 

 

May is Local History month at North East Heritage, Newcastle Libraries. To 
mark this occasion, the City Library, in conjunction with the Circuit Offices, 
Brunswick Methodist Church, Brunswick Church Council and the Newcastle 
Theatre Royal, is presenting in the Newcastle Collection Showcase, an 
exhibition of unique Methodist memorabilia from the collections housed at 
the Circuit Offices, Brunswick Methodist Church, the mother church of north-
east Methodism. Some of these items belonged to John Wesley the founder of 
Methodism and to the Wesley family itself. We hope in this way to celebrate 
the life and times of John Wesley, one of the most outstanding figures of the 
eighteenth century, and the founder of Methodism in both Great Britain and 
America. The exhibition illustrates Wesley’s many extraordinary achievements 
including his involvement with the Orphan House, the development of Sunday 
Schools, his work with the Anti-slavery movement and prison reform. We also 
follow Wesley’s family life, his conversion, his missionary work in the colonies 
and visits to Tyneside. 

 

The exhibition, housed on level 6 of the City Library in the Newcastle 
Collection Showcase, will include a rare sighting of Cranmer’s ‘Great Byble in 
Englyshe’ which were placed in churches by command of Henry VIII, shortly 
after Tyndale’s martyrdom. This is the second edition (1542) and contains a 
preface in the form of a sermon to readers written by Thomas Cranmer, 
Archbishop of Canterbury, who was burnt at the stake in 1556. 

 

We welcome anyone living in, or visiting, the Newcastle area to visit the 
exhibition and know you will enjoy the experience of seeing the Wesley 
Exhibition and viewing Brunswick’s unique Wesleyan treasures. 

 

Sue Hodgson, Honorary Archivist 

Newcastle Theatre Royal Trust 

November 2016 
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Brunswick and the Anti-Slavery Movement 

One of the least flamboyant, yet most arresting, items in the extensive 
archives at Brunswick, is a plain black on white printed poster, advertising ‘A 
Special General Meeting of the Newcastle upon Tyne Anti-Slavery Society’. 
This was held on Wednesday 11th August 1830, ‘for the purpose of considering 
the present state of the Negro population in the West Indies, and the 
propriety of petitioning Parliament on the subject’. Present were three 
Members of Parliament and many notable citizens of the town, including 
church and civic leaders. The poster is a striking reminder of the strong 
abolitionist principles of John Wesley and his outspoken support for William 
Wilberforce. It is also a reminder that, from its opening in February 1821, 
Brunswick has constantly sought to serve the poor and underprivileged, as 
well as maintaining vibrant worship and Christian outreach. Today, almost two 
hundred years later, through its varied programme, it still welcomes anyone 
and everyone, without discrimination. 

 

Unlike some other great sea ports, Newcastle’s commercial success was not 
based on the slave trade, but it was inevitably caught up in the vile human 
trafficking of the time. It stands therefore to the credit of the town that it was 
among the first to create, in 1791, a provincial Anti-Slavery Society, one which 
used Brunswick for several of its public meetings. Unitarians such as James 
Losh and Rev. William Turner of the Hanover Square Chapel, Quakers, and 
Baptists were among many who stood with the Methodists. 

 

Rev. Valentine Ward, minister of Brunswick from 1831 to 1834, was an 
outspoken advocate of abolition, to the extent of publicly naming candidates 
for Parliament who were either for or against abolition, and strongly urging 
support for the former. His reward for this was to be insulted within his own 
church by some members of the congregation, to be castigated in the local 
press with abusive correspondence, and eventually to receive anonymous 
letters which threatened his life. (“Death is your portion. Yours until Death” – 
signed ‘SWING’, a nom de plume used in other parts of the country by violent 
activists in industrial disputes). Mr Ward’s commitment to the anti-slavery 
movement led him to offer as a missionary to the West Indies in 1834. After a 
few months of caring pastoral ministry among the people of Jamaica, and after 
a brief illness, he died in Montego Bay at the age of fifty five.  
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Following the Abolition of the Slave Trade Act in 1807, the fight continued 
until the Abolition of Slavery Act of 1833, and beyond. The Wesleyan 
Methodist Missionary Society formed its first branch in Newcastle upon Tyne 
in 1814 and immediately put the abolition of slavery among its major aims. 
John Wesley, only one week before he died in 1791, wrote to William 
Wilberforce, describing slavery as an ‘execrable villainy, which is the scandal of 
religion, of England, and of human nature’. The fight against it is a just cause, 
now, as then. 

 

Rev Terry Hurst 

 

Suggested further reading: Hidden Chains, the Slavery Business and North East 
England 1600 – 1865, by John Charlton, Tyne Bridge Publishing, 2008. 

Martin Luther King's 1967 Tyneside visit marked with events 

The 50th anniversary of Martin Luther King Jr's visit to the north-east of 

England is to be celebrated with a year-long series of events. The American 

accepted an honorary doctorate in civil law from Newcastle University on 13 

November 1967. Tyneside's Freedom City 2017 will see outdoor events, 

exhibitions and public art mark that occasion. His Newcastle speech was the 

last he made outside the United States before his assassination in 1968. King 

had recently been released from prison when he visited Tyneside for 24 hours. 

The launch of the programme of events, running in Newcastle and Gateshead 

throughout 2017, coincides with Martin Luther King Jr Day, which is held on 

the third Monday of January in the US. 

Professor Richard Davies, pro-vice-chancellor for engagement and 

internationalism at Newcastle University, said: "Awarding an honorary degree 

was the highest honour the university could bestow and came at a time when 

Dr King was an increasingly controversial figure. Indeed, Newcastle was the 
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only UK university to honour Dr King in this way during his lifetime and it 

remains one of the most important moments in our history." A bronze 

sculpture will be unveiled at the university in November. 

The Baltic Centre for Contemporary Art will host a civil rights-themed 

exhibition, while Great North Museum: Hancock will tell the story of King's 

visit. A series of drama, dance and art performances will focus on people who 

have campaigned for political and social change. 

 

Taken from the BBC website, 16th January 2017 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-tyne-38610342 

 

Celebrations commemorating the 50th anniversary of Martin Luther King being 
awarded an honorary degree by Newcastle University.   
 
Free Lecture 
The Courage to Listen (Freedom City 2017 Lecture) 
Reverend Jeffrey L Brown. Free admission, all seats allocated on a first-come 
first-served basis. 
Date/Time: 21st February 2017, 17:30 - 18:45 
Venue: Curtis Auditorium, Herschel Building, Newcastle University 
 
 

 

Based on the forthcoming book of the same name, this talk recounts the 
lessons Reverend Brown learned working with street and drug gangs in the 
inner city of Boston, and his larger work of bringing together conflicting 
constituencies in civil society for peace. At a time when division is prominent, 
Reverend Brown charts a way forward to bring people together. 
 
Further details from the Freedom City website: http://freedomcity2017.com/ 
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March 26th Mothering Sunday 

 

 

 

 

 

Help support mums facing crisis this Mother's Day  

As we celebrate Mother’s Day, thousands of women across the 

country will turn to foodbanks because they cannot afford food. 

1 in 5 UK mums skip meals to make sure their children have enough 
food. But it’s not just hunger that mums at foodbanks struggle with - 
many cannot afford basic toiletries and sanitary products either. Women 
deserve the dignity of having enough to eat, and of being able to care 
for themselves and their families.  

“I’ll be able to wash my hair for my job interview now - I’ll feel so 
much better and fresher.” 

That's what a mother told us when she came to a foodbank after being 
made redundant and having struggled with homelessness and 
temporary accommodation for a month; she hadn’t eaten properly for 
weeks. Her eyes lit up after seeing that the foodbank had a box filled 
with toiletries like shampoo.  

We're asking people to help us show mums a little kindness this 
Mother’s Day by donating chocolates, new toiletries, nappies and 

sanitary items to foodbanks to help mums facing crisis. 

 

February Item-of-the-Month – Rice 

March Item-of-the-Month – See above 

Please donate 'normal' sized food items - the Food Bank staff are not allowed 
to split packets of food, so 5kg bags of pasta are a challenge! Also, please feel 
free to leave any unwanted plastic carrier bags beside the food bank box - 
they are used to put the food in for the clients. If you would prefer to make a 
financial contribution, you can make cheques payable to Newcastle West End 
Food Bank, or you can transfer money directly to their bank account, or you 
can post your donation to the treasurer’s address. There is an information 
sheet in the folder attached to our Food Bank box in the worship area. For any 
further details, please speak to Ruth, and thank you for your continued 
support!  
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Brunswick News 2017  

 

 

Issue Deadline for 
submissions 

Publication Date 

Apr/May 19.03.17 02.04.17 

June/July 21.05.17 04.06.17 

Aug/Sep 23.07.17 06.08.17 

Forthcoming Dates for your Diaries: 
Brunswick Club for Men: Tuesdays - 10:30am – Noon 
 

 March 

7th
 

 

 

14th
 

 

21st
 

 

28th
 

 

   

April 

4th
 

  

11th
 

  

   18th
 

 

   25th
 

  

The Pleasure Grounds of Gibside 

Speaker: Geoff Hughes 

Queen Victoria 

Speaker: Prof John Derry 

Binchester Roman Fort 

Speaker: Gordon Henderson 

History of the Co-operative Society 

Speaker: Bill Saunders 

 

Sir Arthur Munro Sutherland – Legend of Newcastle 

Speaker: Nigel McMurray 

Life of Dr John Henry (Doc) Holliday DDS 

Speaker: Stewart Adamson 

Captain William Bligh 

Speaker: John Gibson 

Musicals of the Sixties 

Speaker: Brian Burr 
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Worship Leaders – February 
 

 

Feb 10.45am 6.00pm 

5th
 Rev Michael Holland & 

Chris Carroll (Holy Communion) 
 

Mrs Margaret Harrison 

12th
 Rev Dr Roger Walton – 

President of the Conference, & 

Rev Michael Holland 

Major Gotobed 

19th
 

 

             
26th

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

David Stabler 

 

Deacon Liesl Warren & 

Kate Laws  

Rev Michael Holland (Holy 
Communion) 

Major Gotobed 
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Morning Prayers in the Prayer Chapel on Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays and 
Fridays in September from 10.15 to 10.30 - All Welcome 

Young Adults (Global Family) each Thursday at 7.00pm 

Young Adults Bible Study in the Prayer Chapel on Tuesdays at 6.30pm 

Brunswick Friendship Group (BFG) each Thursday at 4.30pm 

The Over 60s Luncheon Club each Friday at 12noon with a speaker on the first 
Friday of each month 

Worship Group – singing rehearsal – second Tuesday of the month at 7.30pm in 
the hall 

G.I.G.G.L.E.S. (Girls in God, Growing, Learning, Eating, Sharing) meets on the 
first Monday of the month at 6.30pm in the hall. All girls of all ages welcome! 
See Georgia or Liesl for more information. 

 

   

Other events in February and beyond 

 

Brundibar Arts Festival Concert (dedicated to the music and arts of the 
Holocaust) – Tuesday 7th February at 7.30pm. Tickets from 
www.brundibarartsfestival.com  

 

The President and Vice-President of Conference 2016/17 will be visiting our 
area the weekend of 9th-12th February 2017 - the President (Rev. Dr. Roger 
Walton) from 9th-12th and the Vice President (Ms Rachel Lampard) from 9th-
11th. This visit will tie in with the year long celebration of Newcastle's 
anniversary of honouring Martin Luther King, with which Chi Onwurah MP is 
involved, and the celebrations will be in conjunction with the University and 
several Art venues. The Rev Roger Walton has particularly requested to preach 
at Brunswick on the morning of 12th February and of course we are delighted! 
 

12th February - Racial Justice Sunday https://ctbi.org.uk 
  

http://www.brundibarartsfestival.com
https://ctbi.org.uk
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27th Feb to 12th March - Fairtrade Fortnight www.fairtrade.org.uk 
  
3rd March - Women’s World Day of Prayer www.wwdp.org.uk and World Day of 
Prayer Scotland www.wdpscotland.org.uk 

 
5th March - Tear Fund Sunday www.tearfund.org 

 
8th March - International Women’s Day www.internationalwomensday.com 

  

25th March - UN International Day of Remembrance of Victims of Slavery and  

Transatlantic Slave Trade www.un.org/en/events/slaveryremembranceday/ 

 
26th March – Mothering Sunday 

 
Rev. Martin Ramsden will be preaching at Brunswick on the morning of 9th 
April. 
 
Dr. Jill Barber, past Vice President of Conference, will be presenting the annual 
Orphan House Lecture on the evening of 20th May and preaching at Brunswick 
on the morning of 21st May. 
 
The Revs Elaine and Stephen Lindridge will be leading a Circuit Service at 
Coxlodge Methodist Church on the evening of 11th June. 
 
Deacon Gail Morgan’s ordination on 25th June will be streamed live at Trinity 
Wallsend. 

http://www.fairtrade.org.uk
http://www.wdpscotland.org.uk
http://www.tearfund.org
http://www.internationalwomensday.com
http://www.un.org/en/events/slaveryremembranceday/
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Brunswick Methodist Church 

Submissions for the next edition (April - May) are welcomed  

Please forward these to Ruth Colclough or the Church Office  
by 19th March 2017 

 

You should state clearly if the contribution is original 
or indicate the source for copyright purposes 

 

Due to limited space we cannot guarantee to include all submissions 

 
All photographs used with permission 

Brunswick Place, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE1 7BJ 

Tel (0191) 232 1692  

e-mail: admin@brunswickmethodist.org.uk 

www.brunswickmethodist.org.uk 
 

Ministerial Team: Rev Michael Holland, Deacon Liesl  

Warren, Marion Mountain, Jill Foster and Georgia  

Harrison 

mailto:admin@brunswickmethodist.org.uk
http://www.brunswickmethodist.org.uk/

