Advent 2020 – A Pastoral letter from Paul
I wanted to bring this greeting at the start of Advent just
before I take the first part of my sabbatical. For the past
30 years, whether in lay or ordained ministry working
within the Methodist Church, I have never been able to spend Christmas Day in
my home village with my parents. This had been the reason for the timing of my
sabbatical however, as we know, it is uncertain just how we shall all be able to
spend our Christmases this year. I hope that this may still be possible.
If you were to choose three words which might describe our experiences of the
two lockdowns, I wonder what they might be? Uncertainty, anxiety, fear? I think,
for me, especially where a city centre church life is concerned, two such words
are having felt ‘displaced’ and ‘disconnected’.
Keeping connected as a church family is always a challenge for a geographically
widespread church membership as our own. This has been made more
challenging over the past year and so I am really grateful for all the ways in
which you have each helped to keep in touch with other church members and
friends since the start of the first ‘lockdown’. For those of you who have been
unable to access our Facebook page or our interactive online worship each
Sunday I hope that the written material which you have been sent has helped
you to worship along with all God’s people each week.
One of the new steps which we have taken this Advent has been to record a
series of worship services which are not only being posted online but have also
been copied on to DVD discs so that we can send these to anyone who is not
online. This is another way of our keeping connected through worship and
prayer. Please contact the church office if you would still like one of these DVDs.
In whatever ways you have personally served our church and our city centre
community over the past year please can I say a big ‘thank you’. Also, to those
who have supported Brunswick’s life and witness through your giving, another
‘thank you’. I am grateful to each of the staff within Brunswick who have helped
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to respond to the many challenges posed to us, as to all churches, in 2020. This
includes those staff members who have been ‘furloughed’. During my
sabbatical especially, I am sure that you will give your particular support and
prayers to Rob & Chris and also to Fiona, all of whom have been working from
home again since the start of the second ‘lockdown’.
Our Church Council has met more frequently this year and our Leadership Team
is currently meeting every fortnight to help us plan and to respond more
effectively to the whole swathe of guidelines which churches have needed to
adhere to. So, again, a ‘thank you’ to those who have helped to give leadership
to our church this year.
It is our hope that 2021 will herald not just a new Year but also a new vaccine
made more widely available and then, in time, new opportunities for us to
meet again ‘face-to-face’. You will be aware that we have made provisional
plans to hold a morning act of worship on Sunday 17th January and for this to
be a Covenant service. An opportunity to make a new start, a fresh
commitment and to reflect back upon the message at the heart of Christmas
that God should choose one moment in time to change history and to step into
our humanity with all of its mess and confusion.
God in Christ ushers in the new Covenant which begins in a manger and ends
on a cross. God enters in, forgives human sin, and graciously allows us to begin
again. I wish you all an Advent and Christmas full of peace and joy and I look
forward to sharing with you again in the New Year. I shall commit to praying for
you all during my sabbatical as I ask that you also pray for me during this time.
Thank you!
Shalom,

Paul & family
(Paul’s sabbatical will run from 1st December until 9th January ’21 and
Presbyteral cover over this period will be given by Revd Janet Jackson
tel: 07809 277655)
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Church Notices
News from Sam and Clare Willis
Arthur is now 5 and a half months old and 16 pounds 7
ounces. He is doing really well and has recently started
rolling over. His favourite things are ducks, bells, and
smiling when his Mummy and Daddy come into the
room.

Christmas CD
Christmas worship on CD: If anyone would like a copy of the CD (details below)
please let the church office know by Friday 4th December so that we can place
an order. The CDs are free of charge and can be posted out to those who would
like to have them.
A collaboration by colleagues in the Connexional Team, with support from StF+
and many others, is behind a unique Christmas worship experience on CD – also
available for download. It features specially recorded carols from – amongst
others – Gareth Moore, Matt Beckingham and the National Methodist Choir,
and the Jazz Church Big Band with the Huddersfield Community Gospel Choir.
Music is interspersed with interviews, readings and prayers by contributors
from right across the British Connexion; and a reflection by Methodist President
the Revd Richard Teal.

Watching and Waiting - Advent theme for Worship and Bible Study
Week 1: Nov 29th - Paul - The Watchtower: Stay Awake
Week 2: Dec 6th - Rob - Listening to the Voice of God
Week 3: Dec 13th - Chris - John the Baptist
Week 4: Dec 20th - Rob - Developing a Listening Heart
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Thank you Joan!
We wish to pass on our good wishes to Joan Turner who has recently stepped
down as Senior Church Steward after serving within the Stewards’ team for
several years. Thank you Joan for all that you have offered to Brunswick in this
role and also in your other roles as a Pastoral Visitor and as Coffee Shop
Coordinator.
Paul visited Joan and took a floral gift from the church along with a card. Joan
is keen to point out that she is not unwell nor is she ceasing her involvement in
the life of Brunswick! She simply feels that the time is right for her to relinquish
these roles. Thank you, Joan, from us all!
Paul C-T

MethCare, Moratumulla Methodist Church, Sri Lanka
As many will be aware we have been holding book sales on the ‘car park’
outside the Church in Brunswick Place each year to support the valuable work
of MethCare.
Despite having been given books over the year (and having a large stock) we
were not able to have the book sale this year – so a few of us have clubbed
together and sent £500, which has been converted to Rs. 114,873.35 to help
maintain the project. We have now had a receipt and been advised that
because of Covid-19 the project is currently closed - indeed I have heard from
Jagath that Colombo, the capitol, is curfewed.
Our prayers go to all in Sri Lanka, our friends Nipuni, Shan and Gabbi with all at
Moratumula Methodist Church
David Stabler

A Place for All
The editors of the Methodist Prayer Handbook have put out a call for prayers
to include in its 2021/2022 edition. The theme of the new handbook is “A
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place for all”.
“We invite prayers of thanksgiving and intercession, penitence and resolve that,
with God’s help, we may recognise and repent of our exclusivity, and that then
we may be reconciling, open to all and ready to listen to all voices equally.”
The deadline for submission of prayers and photos is 11 January 2021. Full
submission guidelines, and details of where to send your contributions, can be
found on the Prayer Handbook web page (https://methodist-news.org.uk/BVI74VC6-3N578Y-49NNYR-1/c.aspx)

Dial a prayer and podcast (Taken from Methodist News)
During lockdown we heard that many people didn’t have access to online
services so we set up free phone lines that are updated on a Thursday with a

new prayer and our podcast. We are delighted that nearly 6000 people have
used this service and would ask you to share the numbers with anyone you
know who might not wish to use online services.
Listen to a prayer: 0808 281 2514
Listen to news: 0808 281 2478

Sunday Worship on BBC1
On BBC1 during Advent on Sundays at 11.30am
6th December - The Rev Alan Miller leads a service for the second Sunday of
Advent from the Church of the Holy Rude in Stirling, Scotland. With hymns
from the Songs of Praise archives from across Scotland.
13th December - On the third Sunday of Advent, Father John Dickson, Catholic
chaplain, leads an ecumenical service from the chapel of Royal Holloway,
University of London. With hymns and carols from the Songs of Praise archives
and a new recording from the university’s chapel choir.
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The Bastos family as you may know now has
another addition- Oluwateniayo "Teni"
Alexander. Having something to celebrate in
times like this is even more precious than
ever.
We hope to introduce him to his church
family as soon as it is safe to do so, but until
then thanks for all your prayers, best wishes
and gifts.

Carols On The Doorstep
16th November 2020
Dear friends,
I am writing to you to let you know about a national
Christmas initiative started here in the Newcastle
District.
As you know we are unlikely to be able to hold
Carol services as usual in the run up to Christmas,
and even outdoor events are unlikely to be allowed for groups. At a time when
our communities need bringing together, and some hope, we are hoping this
event will offer these things.

Rev Peter Holwell and I both saw an event launched in Shropshire called
Doorstep Carols which worked with their local BBC radio station, and we
decided to see if we could get something similar gong in our District. We
approached BBC Radio Newcastle about joining us but they declined. We didn’t
want the North East missing out on this opportunity so we made enquiries
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elsewhere. What started as a regional plan has actually become national! We
have partnered with Premier Christian Radio.
The idea is quite simple. On Sunday 20th December at 5:30pm Premier Radio
will play 3-4 carols for around 15 minutes for folk to sing along to on their
doorstep.
Our suggestion for churches is that they encourage their congregations and
their communities to join in. On the Newcastle Methodist District website you
will find the invitation for people to pop through their neighbours’ doors in the
few weeks before Christmas inviting them to join in. You will also find the
poster which you can use for advertising on social media, magazines etc, and a
Carol Sheet.
We have a website www.carolsonthedoorstep.co.uk and a facebook page
https://facebook.com/CarolsOnTheDoorstep. We know from Facebook shares
and comments that people are joining in from Exeter to the North East and
beyond. We have also had interest abroad.
This feels like a real opportunity for our churches to be part of something
which brings communities together at such a challenging time for all of us.
We are suggesting people access Premier Radio through their Freeview TV on
channel 725. You can also get Premier on DAB, the internet and a Premier
Radio app, however, each street needs to stick to the same one as they all have
a slight time lag and phone apps and internet will depend on your internet
speed. People can always open a window for the 15 minutes so they can hear
their TV on the doorstep.
It is an inclusive idea - if you know your neighbours cannot stand on their
doorstep they can be encouraged to pull their curtains open and sit in the
window and join in.
If you need more information please contact me. We hope this event helps you
in your Christmas community plans.
Every blessing,
Deacon Tracey Hume
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A prayer for Holocaust Memorial Day, 27th January 2021
Loving God, we come to you with heavy hearts, remembering the six million
Jewish souls murdered during the Holocaust. In the horrors of that history,
when so many groups were targeted because of their identity, and in genocides
which followed, we recognise destructive prejudices that drive people apart.
Forgive us when we give space to fear, negativity and hatred of others, simply
because they are different from us. In the light of God, we see everyone as
equally precious manifestations of the Divine, and can know the courage to
face the darkness.
Through our prayers and actions, help us to stand together with those who are
suffering, so that light may banish all darkness, love will prevail over hate and
good will triumph over evil.
Amen
BBC Radio 4 Sunday Service 26.01.2020

A Prayer for Ethiopia
“I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving
be made for all people — for kings and all those in authority, that we may live
peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness.” 1 Timothy 2:1-2
Dear brothers and sisters in the ecumenical family,
Ecumenical greetings from the All Africa Conference of Churches.
We are deeply concerned about the growing tension and danger in Ethiopia as
the military continues operations in the Tigray Region where thousands of
people are affected and devastated in one way or the other. We have
continued to follow media reports and other platforms of information sharing
where we have heard of killing and massive displacement forcing many citizens
to take refuge outside their homes, including in the neighbouring country of
Sudan. We are called into the mission of God to work for peace, and to
advocate and sustain the vision of the fullness of life.
In solidarity with the millions of innocent people of Ethiopia, we invite you to
commit the nation of Ethiopia in prayers. Please pray for:
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The Prince of Peace to prevail in Ethiopia and give wisdom to the leaders as
they discern ways towards resolving the current crisis by rejecting the
temptation of continuing violence.
All the leaders across the country to engage in dialogue as a path to peace,
stability and wellbeing of the people.
The people that have fled and are now classified as refugees and internally
displaced people for God’s comfort and provision through humanitarian
organizations.
The ecclesial churches in Ethiopia to remain prophetic in their engagements
with all the leaders and people towards peace, healing, reconciliation and
restoration.
May the God of life hear our petitions and supplications for Ethiopia, Amen
In Christ,
REV. DR. FIDON MWOMBEKI
GENERAL SECRETARY
All Africa Conference of Churches 16.11.2020
Read The All African Conference of Churches full statement for Ethiopia on the Methodist Church
website. Please keep Ethiopia in your prayers with so many displaced families as a result of the impending
conflict between Ethiopia and Eritrea.

Fighting the Corona Virus
It was exciting to hear earlier this month that there had been produced a
vaccine which was now reaching its final stage of trials before it is available for
the world.
Last month we saw an advert for volunteers in our age group to join the trials
for the Oxford/AstraZeneca trials. We put our names forward to the RVI where
we have previously been involved in other medical trials. We duly went for a
medical the following week and this was followed by us going to receive a
vaccine and a blood test.
As far as the vaccine is concerned it may be an effective vaccine against the
virus or simply a placebo. We will be informed when the NHS is able to roll out
a vaccination programme as to whether we need to move on to that particular
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vaccine or to find that we have had it already.
We are monitored on a weekly basis by self-testing and getting notification of
the test results on the following day (via Scotland!) During this month we will
also receive a booster of whichever vaccine we have already received.
It is exciting as we feel that we are a part of the good news which we have
already longed for.
BUT WASH YOUR HANDS. KEEP YOUR DISTANCE. SAVE THE NHS.
Why did we decide to take part? We felt that this was one of the rare
opportunities we have in life to serve our neighbour, and in this case, there are
no boundaries. But our world needs this vaccine so we can be safe once more.
Incidentally, we did get approval from our family and they are following us as
we keep them fully informed.
THE BEST OF ALL IS GOD IS WITH US
Iain Farquhar
Update from the cul-de-sac!
We did our run/walk in the cul-de-sac and we
raised £2,324.40! Since then the builder
Taylor/Wimpey has donated £100, and I
should think so too, since they disturbed the
local rat population in the fields they are
building in along the road from us and we
have had quite a few visitors in our gardens - I
might add I am putting treats under my
garden shed for them!
We have stopped the ‘street meet’ on a
Friday afternoon as local restrictions dictate and our Winter project is to plant a
tub with Spring bulbs and put it somewhere in the front garden so we can all
see how they are growing. Well, it’s more of the same for us all – let’s hope for
a bright sunny Autumn and a not-too-cold Winter.
Jane Atherton
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Christmas trees are going up early this year so here’s my version.
Our Christmas Tree of 2020
What will our Christmas Tree of 2020 look like, how will it be?
Our tree will have white roses on its boughs
Every rose name, a loved one, a friend, a neighbour gone.
Our tree is filled with sorrow, our tree is filled with sadness,
We are filled with sorrow, we are filled with sadness.
Our tree is filled with peace, white roses for peace,
every rose a name at peace.
We are filled with peace.
Our tree is filled with hope, the gold of hope.
We are filled with hope.
The golden sun rises every morning and fills us with hope for the day.
Our tree is filled with gold, the gold of sunset,
every evening at sunset we are filled with hope for tomorrow.
Our tree is filled with the red of love, it fills us with love.
love for our roses gone,
love for the memories,
love for who’s left
love to take sorrow and sadness away,
A love to help our peace and hope and
leave us with love.
Jane Atherton
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GARNERING 200 YEARS
There has been no lack of optimism in the seventy-three thousand days, leap
years excepted, since the twenty-first of February 1821 to the 200th
anniversary in 2021. I believe people are inherently optimistic therefore am
sure there will be no lack of optimism in whatever form the 200th Anniversary
Celebrations take in 2021. The celebrations will be overshadowed and possibly
curtailed by the continuing presence of Covid19. I am bringing to an end my
two hundred years of ploughing by recalling the celebrations from February to
March 1921 and February to April 1971. The Souvenir of Centenary
Celebrations and the Programme of 150th Anniversary Celebrations have been
useful sources. Before I share some of the content, an important reminder of
how Brunswick is worth a mention. In September 1969, two years before the
150th, Nora Humphrey wrote a short piece BRUNSWICK METHODIST CHAPEL,
NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE. She asked, “Why do we say “Chapel”, why
“Brunswick”? She talks of people mentioned by Sir George Lunn and Mr
George Luckley (PLOUGHING parts five and six). It is her final paragraph that
seems to have summed up Brunswick, as valid fifty years ago as it was fifty
years earlier:
“Brunswick has been for long a family chapel and its music under the baton of
capable choirmasters and organists has been an influence throughout the
years. Methodism was born in song. Long may the songs of Zion be sung by a
singing people.”
I use that because both the 100th and 150th Anniversary Celebrations were
certainly not lacking in confirming Nora Humphrey’s observation. I haven’t
come across hymns used in 1971, but the 1921 souvenir includes all the twenty
-five used in the four special services, including one specially written by Rev A.
J. G. Seaton, minister at that time, two by Sir George Lunn and, not surprisingly,
six by Charles Wesley. Comparing the hymns used with later versions in the
1933 Methodist Hymn Book (MHB) and the 1983 Hymns and Psalms (H&P)
there are differences, possibly reflecting changes in style, taste and theological
niceties! In 1921 Abide with me had seven verses. In MHB, two verses had
vanished; retained in Singing the Faith (STF) with five verses. STF reflects
significant changes with the increasing number of worship songs, reflecting
again, changes in style, taste and niceties. Come, Saviour, Jesus, from above
lost two verses in MHB to disappear in H&P. Isaac Watts got six verses of Jesus
shall reign, not cut back to five until H&P. We love the place, O God disappears
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in H&P. Those written by Rev Seaton and Sir George just vanished. Presumably
all the others were from the hymn book introduced in 1876.
Haydn’s Creation, sung by Brunswick Choir and three soloists in 1921, hopefully
generated a good silver collection (remember them!). It was very likely that the
Sunday School and Boys’ Brigade Rally had a taste of a BB Band. There was an
organ recital at the President of the Conference Reception and the “Church at
Home” event closing the Centenary Celebrations included music.

Despite having no source for the hymns used at the 150th Anniversary’s seven
services the celebration of music continued. At the Youth Rally there was Music
and Song by the Wesleyan Gospel Rhythm Group. On the Final Anniversary
Meeting and Gift Day there was organ music and special music by the
Brunswick Choir. Both celebrations had a galaxy of preachers and speakers, and
a very significant number of young people and children.
A piece about the ‘Brunswick Youth 60’s/70’s’ (source unknown) is a very
sobering comment:
“I must first begin by saying what a great time we had as young people of
Brunswick Methodist…
To close I picture the Sunday evening service and as our minister stepped into
that wonderful pulpit and knew that the first thing he would see was between
70 and 80 young people sitting in the gallery every Sunday evening without
fail…meeting together [later] for coffee in the lounge.
I am sure we will have wonderful preachers and speakers for Brunswick’s 200th
Anniversary, Covid19 permitting. Sadly, there will not be many children or
young people for lots of reasons. Will all that change when Brunswick is
celebrating the 250th? Will Brunswick celebrate its 250th? If it does then I hope
someone can do a PLOUGHING and GARNERING for 2071.
Ⓒ Peter Aughton 2020
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Advent Ring
The photo on the front cover was taken in November 2020 by Fiona, and
depicts the Advent Ring currently in our sanctuary at Brunswick. It is being
used in the recordings being made in the church by Rob, Chris and Paul, of
Advent services to be broadcast on youtube. Many thanks to Gail for making
the Advent Ring.
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This is number 1 in the JPIT series looking at the ‘Six Hopes for Society’, which
reflect hopes for a vision of God’s Kingdom on earth.
A just economy that enables the flourishing of all life
Economic theory and practice has long emphasised
the importance of growth, efficiency and profit.
This thinking suggests that a mark of a thriving
economy is continued financial growth. However,
this overarching aim does not meet the challenges
of the 21st century, including our current climate
crisis and increasing economic inequality.
We believe that there needs to be a radical
rethinking of the way the economy is organised,
which puts social and environmental well-being at the centre. The pursuit of
economic growth at all costs is driving ecological destruction, causing
dangerous levels of climate change, devastation of land, massive biodiversity
loss, air and chemical pollution and ozone depletion. Our economy is
embedded within the environment, which must be cared for if society is to
thrive.
Pursuit of economic growth has also failed to curb structural unemployment,
instead leading to soaring levels of inequality and an economy where most
wealth is reaped by the richest 1%. As Christians, we believe that Jesus came so
that we may have life in all its fullness (John 10:10). To facilitate this and enable
the flourishing of all life we need to rethink how we shape our economy. The
Bible directly opposes earning wealth at another person’s expense (John 2:16)
and teaches us to ensure that the poorest and most marginalised are cared for
(Matt 19:21-26). The work of JPIT will continue to delve deeper into these
biblical themes to consider what the Bible says about our economy and how it
is governed. Through this, we aim to help churches to wrestle theologically with
the connections between the economy, the environment, and the flourishing of
all life.
Find out more about our work on the economy here: http://
www.jointpublicissues.org.uk/economy/
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Taken from the website of the Joint The Joint Public Issues Team (JPIT), which is made up of the Baptist
Union, the Church of Scotland, the Methodist Church and the United Reformed Church, working together
for peace and justice.

JPIT Diary Dates December 2020
1 December World Aids Day www.worldaidsday.org
10 December Human Rights Day www.un.org/en/events/humanrightsday/
18 December International Migrants Day www.un.org/en/events/migrantsday/

Daily Hope phoneline to address issues of social isolation launched
A free national phoneline Daily HOPE has been launched aimed particularly at
the over 75s who don’t have access to the internet. Research indicates that
some three million people – particularly those in this age group - have no, or
very irregular, access to the internet. The line will be available 24 hours a day
on 0800 804 8044.
It is a simple new way to bring worship and prayer from the Church of
England into people’s homes while church buildings are closed. Callers will
hear a special greeting from the Archbishop of Canterbury before being able to
choose from a range of options, including Prayer During the Day and Night
Prayer updated daily, from Common Worship, and a recording of the Church of
England’s weekly national online service. A section called Hymn Line will also
offer callers a small selection of hymns, updated daily. An option entitled
‘Hymns We Love’ provides a hymn and reflection and is based on an initiative
by Connections, a group focused on this age group.
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Brunswick Methodist Church
Brunswick Place, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE1 7BJ
Tel (0191) 232 1692
e-mail: admin@brunswickmethodist.org.uk
www.brunswickmethodist.org.uk
Ministry Team: Rev Paul Cleever-Thorpe, Mrs Chris Carroll
and Mr Rob Wylie
Paul 0191 284 4672 (only after 10 January 2021)
Chris 07817841087
Rob 07743657643

Submissions for future editions are welcomed
Please forward these to Ruth Colclough or Fiona Wells
(fiona@brunswickmethodist.org.uk) by the 24th January
2021
You should state clearly if the contribution is original
or indicate the source for copyright purposes
Due to limited space we cannot guarantee to include all
submissions

All photographs used with permission
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