A Note From Paul: Love and Marriage
At the end of February we shall be hosting one of a number of
consultations across our District to enable us all to engage with a vitally
important report which was received and commended for study at last
year’s Methodist Conference on the topic of ‘Marriage and
Relationships.’ Following these consultations our District Synod, as with
all Spring Synods will be asked to vote. Those votes will approve,
disapprove or approve with amendments some of the key resolutions of
the 2019 Conference, namely:
That the Methodist Conference adopts the understanding of the principles of
good relating contained in the report.
That the Conference adopts the understanding of cohabitation contained in the
report.
That the Conference adopts the Guidance on the Understanding of Marriage
contained in the report and directs its inclusion in CPD.
That the Conference consents to the marriage of same-sex couples.
That the Conference amends our Standing Orders in the light of the above
decisions.
It is important to bear in mind that our ecumenical partners (our Circuit
has four ‘LEP’s) and our Methodist sisters and brothers in other parts of
the world are also ‘wrestling’ with the very same issues and seeking to
arrive at decisions for their churches too. So the Christian church as a
whole needs to take time out for prayer, for reflection, for conversation,
for understanding and for our being prepared to live together following
decisions being made, with the differing convictions which we will no
doubt hold.
As we know, the State has developed marriage-like relationships with the
creation of civil partnerships and widened the definition of marriage to
include same-sex couples. Our report considers whether the developing
Methodist theology of marriage and relationships mean that the
Methodist Church can now widen its own practice of marriage.
I would want to express my own honesty in saying that the vision for
Christian marriage which God holds up before us is, in the realities of
day-to-day living, really challenging for me to attain. I have certainly
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failed at times to live out such Bible passages as 1 Corinthians 13 or
Colossians 3:12-17. So, as we look upon all kinds of committed
relationships, how do they measure up in terms of the ‘agape’ love which
the Scriptures call us to share and which Jesus models for us in his life
and in his death.
Please take some time this month to read the ‘Marriage and
Relationships’ report found here on our Church’s website: https://
www.methodist.org.uk/about-us/the-methodist-church/marriage-andrelationships-2019/the-2019-marriage-and-relationships-report/
and either join us for the consultation at Brunswick on 27th February, 1012 or look for an evening consultation if you are unavailable through the
day….and please pray!
In Christian love,

Paul
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Marriage and Relationships Consultations 2020
The Marriage and Relationship Report was discussed at the 2019
Conference and commended for study and prayerful discussion.
Throughout our District, 12 dates are offered for these consultations
lasting two hours per session. There will be a session here at
Brunswick on Thursday 27th February at 10.00am. If you would like to
attend please make sure you read the report first. Every minister has a
copy and further copies are available from our Church Office, the
District Office or you can download your own from the Methodist
Church in Britain website www.methodist.org.uk.
District Office – admin@newcastlemethodistdistrict.org
Telephone – 0191 490 1626
Saturday 1st February, 2.00pm at Great Lumley Methodist Church,
DH3 4JB
Tuesday 4th February, 7.00pm at Hexham Trinity Methodist Church,
NE46 3LS
Saturday 8th February, 10.00am at Castletown Methodist Church,
SR5 3DS
Thursday 27th February, 10.00am at Brunswick Methodist Church,
NE1 7BJ
Thursday 27th February, 7.00pm at Dunston Hill Methodist Church,
NE11 9NQ
Saturday 29th February, 10.00am at Westerhope Methodist Church,
NE5 5HA
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Church News
Caring for the vulnerable of our city
On Thursday 6th February at 2pm in Room 3 there will be some training for all
volunteers and those of us who wish to offer pastoral care to those who enter
our church with complex needs. Led by Kirstie Wilkinson from 'Changing Lives’
in conjunction with one of our Police Community Support Officers. All are
welcome.
Exploring church membership (in the Prayer Corner), Thursdays: 6.15-7.45pm.
Part of our growth plan is to make and equip more disciples. This group is
aiming to help in this as we use the four aspects of ‘Our Calling’ as our theme.
There will be four sessions over February and March. Please let Paul or Rob
know if you would like to join us and do pray for these sessions on: Thursday
13th and 20th February; Thursday 5th and 12th March

KILN Hospitality Event — Tuesday 25th February at 6:30pm
On Tuesday 25th February at 6.30pm we are holding an exciting event called
KILN hosted by Lydia Hiorns who works at SAW (Shieldfield Art Works). KILN is a
tent which is a hand-printed portable space where Lydia will host a meal and
facilitate conversations to help grow our understanding of gospel-centred
hospitality within the church and wider society, in order to help develop a
culture of living out hospitality within the church and beyond. As part of this we
will also be trained to host our own meals either in the church or in our homes.

Saturday 6th June, 2020 – A Church Away
Day to Shepherd’s Dene led by Rev. Paul
Dunstan, Superintendent of the Tynedale
Circuit.
Please book this date in your diary! For all
ages.
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Faith in the City—After some prayerful reflection we will begin again in the new
year meeting fortnightly from the 15th January. We will start at 12.30 and it will
last no longer than 20 minutes, so if you are in town and you would like an
opportunity to pause in the midst of your day or on your lunch break, then why
not come and join us. The dates are as follows:
12th February

26th February
11th March
25th March
8th April
Social happenings…
Saturday 29th February, 4.30pm - African themed social – Music, food, a quiz…
and Alice Coomer will share of her experiences in Rwanda as a Scouting leader.
Saturday 7th March - District Music Society – Songs of Praise at Brunswick. A
celebratory service looking forward to our Bi-Centenary and starting at 6.00
p.m. Preacher Rev. Professor David Wilkinson.
Church Flowers 2020 - If anyone would like to contribute towards church
flowers in 2020 please contact the church office with the date you would prefer
and also if you would like someone to ‘arrange’ them on your behalf. So far only
four people have given dates for the whole of the year so there are many blank
spaces to be filled! Please note we have a very small team of ‘arrangers’
therefore if you are able to do so yourself it would be most helpful. Thank you.

EAT. PRAY. LOVE — A new monthly district prayer event starting in January
2020. The next session is on 19th February from 8.00am to 9.00am in the
Newcastle West circuit. Eat breakfast together, pray for each circuit, love each
community. We will be praying outside if we can so come dressed
appropriately! For further information please contact Deacon Tracey Hume on
07584662564 or look on the Newcastle Methodist District website.
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Future dates are 18th March in the South West Tyneside Methodist circuit and
on 29th April in the North West Durham circuit.
Sanctuary is held on the second Sunday of every month at Jesmond Methodist
Church, from 7.15 to 7.45pm. We start with coffee, tea, snacks and time to
chat. Designed for students and young adults, there is nevertheless no age limit
on attendance! Currently people attend from Brunswick, Jesmond and Trinity
Gosforth.
What is it?
It is an informal, acoustic worship service, with extended time for sung worship,
including discussion and creative ways of responding to the passage we explore.
This year we are exploring Acts.
A Prayer for Australia
Creator God, who has made the earth in intricate beauty and balance
We pray for the people of Australia, of all heritage and traditions, who are
fighting the widespread fires that are threatening people, property and wildlife
in that beautiful land
We are mindful of those who are directly threatened as the flames run out of
control
And of those who cannot breathe or move because of the smoke and fumes
And those who are worried for relatives and friends
We thank you for the tireless efforts of those who are helping and for the
kindness of neighbours, chaplains and friends
Stir us, to action so that we can change the way we live in relation to the planet
Bring us to our senses and to a new reverence for all you have made
Merciful God, hear our prayers
Taken from the website of the Methodist Church

Pray without Ceasing
God of unimaginable love,
we give you thanks and praise.
For the love that welcomes the unlovely,
for the love that pardons the unworthy,
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for the love that knows no limit,
we give you thanks and praise.
In the love that inspires our worship,
in the love of which we would learn more,
in the love we share in our caring,
we give you thanks and praise.

As your love in us serves our neighbour,
as your love tells its story through us,
as your love calls us your people,
we give you thanks and praise.
Amen
Jonathan Hustler, Secretary, British Methodist Conference

An Angel Unawares
We have heard a lot about angels this
Christmas – mainly about their part in the
lovely Nativity stories.

The Bible tells us we might entertain angels
unaware but I think I might have been
sceptical until I had a special experience.
It was August 2016. Earlier that year I had had major surgery and been very
poorly. I was beginning to feel much better and several people had remarked
on this that Sunday morning and that had made me feel even better.
We went to church in the evening. Ken was playing so I sat in a pew near the
organ. Just before the service began a young woman walked down the church
and asked if she could sit with me and of course I agreed. She introduced
herself. I thought she said ‘Merry’ but later found out that her name was Mary.
This was her first and only visit!
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At the end of the service I introduced her to several people. Jagath was duty
steward that night and he gave her all sorts of leaflets about the church and
activities for younger people. She told me she held a high ranking position in
the army in Taiwan. I later found that she was a Lieutenant Colonel. Her
government was paying for her to study at Newcastle University to gain a PhD.
When we were leaving church Mary walked out with us. She wasn’t eager to
leave us and we set out for Grey Street where our car was parked. The next
part is unclear and I only know what I have been told. I do remember stopping
at the kerb to let traffic past. Ken says that I fell face down without any
warning. I have a photograph of my bruised face to prove this! Someone
passing rang for an ambulance and Marion Mountain from the Salvation Army,
who is a nurse, came out to see if she could help. I know nothing of this
although I did discuss it with her several weeks later.
The first I remember is being in the ambulance and being told that we were
going to the RVI. Ken wanted to travel with me so Bill Ions of the Salvation
Army drove our car to the hospital car park.
When we got to the emergency department Mary was there! She stayed with
us and was a good companion. I was examined, x-rayed and still she stayed. I
was found to have a broken wrist so Mary came with us to the plaster room.
She stayed until I was admitted to the ward at about half past two in the
morning. Ken offered to take her home but she said it wasn’t far to walk.
Although we texted each other we never met again until late last year. We took
her out for lunch and she told us that she was being deported as her course of
study at the university was being terminated.
I am not given to flights of fancy but how did all this happen? Was she my
Guardian Angel?
Miriam Medd
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What is the Universal Day of Prayer for Students?
The Universal Day of Prayer for Students (UDPS)
is coordinated by the World Student Christian
Federation (WSCF), and has been celebrated
since 1898, making it one of the oldest
ecumenical days of prayer. It is marked on the
third Sunday of February every year, serving as
a tangible sign of our common life, connecting
student movements and WSCF friends across
the world.
We invite all our members and friends to unite in prayer for the world,
the church, students, and WSCF itself on 16th February 2020.
This year’s theme is: Known by Name. Students and others are invited
to consider who God has called us to be, and how we can live out our
faith in an authentic way.
Dr Feylyn Lewis, a trustee of the Student Christian Movement (SCM),
writes:
“In a world that demands that your accomplishments and successes
define you, I consider it an act of resistance to believe and behave
otherwise. I am not only my accomplishments, just as I am not only
my mistakes, confusions, or disappointments. An identity as God’s
beloved child is the ultimate gift of liberty. . . Beloved is my identity,
and, in that identity, I can rest.”
Students need our prayers that they will be guarded by God's grace,
empowered to grow into the people who will make their contribution
to human flourishing, and discover that by finding and growing in faith
in Christ they can have life in all its fullness.
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For those who experience loss: alternative hymns for Mothering Sunday, 22nd
March

For many women, and men too, Mothering Sunday is a day on which tightly
constrained emotions are liable to be ambushed and exposed.
Those who have lost children or been unable to conceive a child, or who have
recently lost a parent or close relative, may well tread cautiously around this
day: perhaps wishing – trying – to participate in community joy at the smiles
and gifts of children for their mothers; perhaps feeling more than usually
isolated.
The great joy expressed by Hannah and the decision to offer her son, Samuel,
into a life of religious service (1 Samuel 1:20-28, one of the readings suggested
for Mothering Sunday) has to be set in the context of her very great sorrow at
being childless (1 Samuel 1:1-19). The ambivalence and grieving that can
accompany Mothering Sunday finds expression in three of the hymns suggested
on Singing the Faith Plus for use on this day.
“God of Eve and God of Mary” (StF 119), for example, has the ability to widen
our appreciation and definition of parenthood.
The hymn was written specifically for Mothering Sunday by Fred Kaan when he
was serving as a part-time minister for a small housing estate congregation in
Swindon. A few years later, he was asked to write a companion hymn for
Father’s Day (“God of Adam, God of Joseph”). In both hymns, he gives thanks
for the possibilities of parenthood and for inspiration found in the loving heart
of God, but one phrase occurs in both texts – it gives particular thanks “for
those who have no children, / yet are parents under God”. (See also Alan
Gaunt’s hymn ‘We gladly celebrate and praise’, StF 120.)
For some, even this possibility may, at times, be too hard to contemplate. And,
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in any case, all grieving is personal and unique. Fred Pratt Green offers the
suggestion of a wordless acknowledgement that might be helpful for those for
whom grief is too raw for words:
If we’ve no breath for praise,
no thoughts to frame a prayer,
we know you need no words of ours
to prompt your care. (StF 616)

Finally, Alan Luff’s hymn, “God grant us words to speak” (StF 647), will be
suitable in any number of contexts. Mothering Sunday, with the shadow of the
cross falling ever more darkly over our Lenten reflections, may be one of them.
He helps us pray to find the right words “to ease the pain that others feel” and
points out (v.4) that, even as he was being crucified, Jesus’ “thoughts amid
death’s strife / were for the ones whose pain he healed / by words of love and
life.”
“This article is reproduced with the permission of the author and courtesy of
www.singingthefaithplus.org.uk , a website of The Methodist Church in Britain.”
https://www.methodist.org.uk/our-faith/worship/singing-the-faith-plus/posts/for-thosewho-experience-loss-alternative-hymns-for-mothering-sunday/

A prayer for Brexit day
by the Revd Barbara Glasson, President of the Methodist Conference
However we feel about today
We mark this Brexit day
As people who grieve or celebrate together
One people
Loved equally, freely and unconditionally
By the one wise all-seeing God
Either way let us hold this day gently
Giving ourselves permission to leave
Without elation or despair
Determined to love our neighbour
Support the weak and welcome the stranger
Lord of all life
Let your servants depart in peace
And live according to your Holy Law
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February Item-of-the-Month – Tinned Fruit
March Item-of-the-Month – Jam
Please donate 'normal' sized food items - the Food Bank staff are not allowed
to split packets of food, so 5kg bags of pasta are a challenge! Also, please feel
free to leave any unwanted plastic carrier bags beside the food bank box - they
are used to put the food in for the clients. If you would prefer to make a
financial contribution, you can make cheques payable to Newcastle West End
Food Bank, or you can transfer money directly to their bank account, or you can
post your donation to the treasurer’s address. There is an information sheet in
the folder attached to our Food Bank box in the worship area. For any further
details, please speak to Ruth, and thank you for your continued support!
Marking International Women's Day
Thursday 8th March

Every week Food Banks meet women struggling to afford food, let
alone items like toiletries and sanitary products. It's natural that the
first thing anyone thinks to donate to a Food Bank is food, but other
basics like sanitary products make a huge difference in restoring
some normality when you're at the point of crisis.
We can mark International Women's Day by donating sanitary
products to our local West End Food Bank to help women in crisis.
Thank you!

100th birthday
We celebrate with one of our members, Peggy Halliday, as she will be
100 years old on 8th February. Peggy will be sharing this special day
with her wider family and close friends and hopes to be with us on the
following Sunday. Congratulations!
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New home for Newcastle archives
Felling Methodist Church in Gateshead – an area
John Wesley himself visited – is the new home of
the archives for the Newcastle Methodist District.
Previously held at a Wallsend church that has
recently closed, the new premises are bright, airy and much more accessible
by all means of transport. There is space to display items from the collections
that have rarely, if ever, been seen by the public, including Sunday School
banners, plaques, photographs and a range of artefacts that help to show the
rich Methodist heritage associated with this part of the country. The archive
explores more than 265 years of diverse Methodist heritage in towns and
villages across Tyne & Wear, County Durham, Northumberland and further
afield. The archive already works with a number of local community and
history groups and there are plans to engage with other organisations in the
future. An Open Day was held on Saturday 14 September, allowing local
Methodists, County Record Offices, libraries, and others who follow our work,
to see the facilities and explore a range of material on loan to the archive.
Felling Methodist Church is located on Coldwell Street, Gateshead NE10 0HH.
Full contact details can be found at methodistarchivenewcastle.weebly.com
From the Methodist Heritage News Autumn 2019

The Hexham Debates seek to carry on the tradition of active, radical debate
essential for ensuring freedom and justice for all. We hope that this
programme will demonstrate ways in which a government’s power depends
for its legitimacy on the consent of its citizens – and perhaps reveal how far we
have moved away from that ideal.
The debates are on Saturdays each month until 6th June from 11.00am to
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12.30pm with tea and coffee to follow at The St Mary’s Centre, St Mary’s R C
Church, Hencotes, Hexham, NE46 2EB.
Admission Free, with a retiring collection
Organised by Northumbrians for Peace and Hexham Quakers
Saturday 8 February 2020
Rethinking Security: How the UK can think globally and act responsibly
Security matters to everyone, but much that governments do in its name is
making us all less safe, at home and around the world. It’s time for a rethink –
here’s why.
Richard Reeve, Director of Rethinking Security (rethinkingsecurity.org.uk) and,
until October 2019, Chief Executive of the Oxford Research Group. Richard has
worked on peace and conflict research and analysis for 20 years, particularly
focused on Africa and the Middle East, including with International Alert, King’s
College London and Chatham House. Since 2013 he has been mainly focused
on the UK and its foreign and security policy.
Saturday 28 March 2020
The eco-spiritual challenge of our time: Extinction Rebellion as our last best
hope
We have gambled too much to date on being able to stop the juggernaut of
climate and ecological collapse from destroying us. We need to think very
seriously about what will happen if we fail to stop it. In this talk I discuss the
ascendant idea of ‘deep adaptation’, which aims to prepare society for likely
impending collapses, and the need for it to be a key demand in climate
campaigning. In particular, I probe the spiritual dimensions of deep adaptation
and more generally of waking up to the full gravity of the long emergency we
are in.
Rupert Read, Reader in Philosophy at the University of East Anglia; Coconvenor of XR Political Liaison Group. Rupert is author of seven books on a
range of subjects and specialises particularly in Wittgenstein, philosophy of
film, and environmental philosophy. Recently Rupert has become a key
spokesperson for the Extinction Rebellion movement.
For further details see the website: https://hexhamdebates.wordpress.com/
16

Forthcoming Dates for your Diaries:
Brunswick Club for Men: Tuesdays - 10:30am – Noon
February

4

Life of a Traffic Warden
Speaker: Rev George Lackenby

11

Cullercoats and its Fishwives

Speaker: Freda Thompson
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Clementine Churchill
Speaker: Anthony Atkinson

25

Across the Wide Missouri
Speaker: Rob Cunningham

March

3

The Musicals of Lerner and Loewe

Speaker: Brian Burr
10

Ageing and Dying the Roman Way
Speaker: Dr Peter Jones

17

The 1916 Easter Rising
Speaker: Bernard Hope

24

Whitley Bay in Old Picture Postcards
Speaker: Barry Mead

31

Travel by Camera
Speaker: Ron Clements
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Worship Leaders – February and March
February 9.15am / 10.45am

6.00pm

2

Breakfast Church followed by
Morning Worship both led by
Rob Wylie.

Rev Paul Cleever-Thorpe

9

Rev Paul Cleever-Thorpe

Major Gotobed

Holy Communion
16

Mrs Chris Carroll

Rev Paul Cleever-Thorpe
Holy Communion

23

Mr David Stabler

Major Gotobed
Café Style Worship

March
1

Breakfast Church at 9.15am and Circuit Service at St John’s,
service at 10.45am both led by Kingston Park
Rob Wylie and Rev Stephen
Lindridge, our Chair of District

8

Rev Paul Cleever-Thorpe (Holy
Communion)

Major Gotobed

15

Rob Wylie

Rev Paul Cleever-Thorpe (Holy
Communion)

22

Rev Paul Cleever-Thorpe

Major Gotobed (Café Style
Worship)

29

Isaac Moore

Tim Rogers
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Student and Young Adults Bible Study – Tuesdays at 6.30pm
Brunswick Friendship Group (BFG) each Thursday at 4.30pm
Bible Study – First and Third Wednesdays monthly at 2.00pm
The Over 60s Luncheon Club each Friday at 12noon
The ‘Gathering’ – 3rd Tuesday Monthly at 1.30pm
‘Faith in the City’ – Alternate Wednesdays at 12.30pm

Other forthcoming events and dates
9th February – Racial Justice Sunday (25th Anniversary) – https://ctbi.org.uk
20th February – World Day of Social Justice - www.un.org/en/events/
socialjusticeday/

23rd February – Church Action on Poverty Sunday - www.church–
poverty.org.uk/sunday
24th February to 8th March – Fairtrade Fortnight - www.fairtrade.org.uk/GetInvolved/Events
26th February – Ash Wednesday

6th March – World Day of Prayer - www.wdpscotland.org.uk and
www.wwdp.org.uk
8th March – International Women’s Day - www.internationalwomensday.com
22nd March - Mothering Sunday
22nd March – World Water Day - http://worldwaterday.org/
25th March - UN International Day of Remembrance of Victims of Slavery and
Transatlantic Slave Trade - www.un.org/en/events/slaveryremembranceday/
Saturday 6th June, 2020 – A Church Away Day to Shepherd’s Dene led by Rev.
Paul Dunstan, Superintendent of the Tynedale Circuit. Please book this date in
your diary! For all ages.
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Brunswick Methodist Church
Brunswick Place, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE1 7BJ
Tel (0191) 232 1692
e-mail: admin@brunswickmethodist.org.uk
www.brunswickmethodist.org.uk

Ministry Team: Rev Paul Cleever-Thorpe, Mrs Chris Carroll
and Mr Rob Wylie

Submissions for the next edition (Apr - May) are welcomed
Please forward these to Ruth Colclough or the Church Office
by 22nd March 2020
You should state clearly if the contribution is original
or indicate the source for copyright purposes
Due to limited space we cannot guarantee to include all submissions
All photographs used with permission
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