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Message from Rob 
 
Hi folks! Happy New Year!  
  
As we hurtle our way into this new year many of us are still struggling with all 
that we are experiencing at this time. We are missing loved ones, friends and 
our church community who we haven’t seen for maybe over a year. I know that I 
have only seen my 91-year-old Mum once since last March! It feels 
unthinkable!  
  
One of the things I have been pondering on since the start of the new year is 
how some aspects of our church community have taken on a life of their own. I 
realise that church for many of you has been very difficult as you weren’t able to 
access the content on-line. We have tried to provide you with resources to aid 
that alongside pastoral support from our wonderful pastoral care team, who we 
want to thank for all they have done! 
  
So what things have been happening? Well, if I was leading 
morning prayers at church we would be fortunate to get two or 
three others join us. Since we took morning prayers online three 
times a week, we have seen a growth of our online praying 
community, who not only turn up but actively share prayer 
concerns in the online chat box.  
  
We have also been able to continue to meet for Bible study on a Thursday night 
on zoom. Although this remains small, Hena has facilitated this group with help 
from others to lead. It would be lovely if a few more folks could join us for these 
hour-long gatherings. If you would like to know more, please do let me know.  
  

One of our other joys has been our zoom services that 
take place on a Sunday afternoon each week. These 
have been mainly led by Paul, Chris and myself, with 
input from others. We have developed a way of working 
that has potential spin offs for when we return to our 
building. We have had an opportunity after the talk each 

week for a short time of discussion based on the theme, as a result those who 
have gathered have shared a lot together. We have felt upheld and supported 
and, believe it or not, we have got to know each other better.  
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One of the challenges for all churches as we head back to our buildings over 
the next few months is what do we do? We could, of course just go back to 
what we have done before, and for many of you that would be what you would 
want to happen, but if we do that then we will not have learned some of the 
valuable lessons of this last year or so. 
  
My hope for a way forward for us is that we will combine some of the elements 
that we have discovered online, and indeed keep many of them! We will need 
to be patient with each other as we eventually come back into the building.  
  
What is clearer for me now than ever before is that we as the church can’t keep 
doing what we have always done, we need to adapt and change to our context. 
The online environment has enabled a deep sense of community for those who 
have gathered in this way and so it will be important to find ways to 
accommodate that into our return to the building.  
  
What the future holds is still very unclear, even with a vaccine. When we will be 
able to return to some sense of ‘normality’ may still be some way off - what we 
do know is that we will need to learn to be light on our feet and to adapt to 
new ways of working and being. 
  
As we move further into this new year I pray that you will remain prayerful and 
hopeful. Above all we need to continue to show a deep sense of pastoral care 
for each other.  
  
Peace, Rob 

Easter Hope! 

At our recent Church Council, Paul shared feedback from the Northern Church 
Leaders (representing all denominations across our region) who are 
encouraging churches to look towards Easter Sunday, 4th April, as a point at 
which we might hold public worship once again in our church buildings. 

 

As before, we will await further scientific/government advice and guidance, but 
we shall remain hopeful that April can be a time when face-to face worship can 
take place. In the meantime, we shall continue to hold our worship online via 
‘Zoom’ – please note the change to the time of our Sunday worship during Lent 
to 11am. 
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Lent 2021: ‘The Methodist Way of Life’ 

You may have a card which contains the 
above heading, and which invites us to 
make specific commitments in the four 
areas of: worship, learning and caring, 
service and evangelism. In a year in which 
we have not yet been able to hold our 
annual Covenant service, these cards can be one way for us, together, to make 
shared commitments towards a particular way of Christ-like living, 
strengthened by the Holy Spirit. 

 

This Lent we shall have the opportunity to go deeper in exploring what is not 
only a ‘Methodist’ way of life but is one which all Christians seek to follow 
within their own tradition. In our Sunday worship at 11am, and in our 
Thursday evening bible study group, we shall be choosing six of the twelve 
themes which can be found on the Methodist Church website (along with a 
whole range of resources around this theme). 

Please take this opportunity to ‘go deeper’ this Lent and join us via ‘Zoom’ 
either from Sunday 21st February (11am) for worship or from Thursday 18th Feb 
(6.30pm) for bible study. Details of the themes we shall follow will be given out 
in the weekly Notices. 

 

Holy Week – on each evening (again online, via ‘Zoom’) of Holy Week at 
6.30pm we shall be sharing a reflection, along with an image, a poem and a 
song based upon the following themes: 

 

Monday - Money; Tuesday - Washing; Wednesday – Feeding; 

Maundy Thursday – Garden; Good Friday (10.30am) - Tools/work. 

 

“Unless a grain of wheat is buried in the ground, dead to the 
world, it is never any more than a grain of wheat. But if it is 
buried in the ground, it sprouts and reproduces itself many 
times over.”   John ch.12 (‘The Message’ Bible)  

We look forward to sharing with you! 

The Ministry Team 
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Presidency calls for prayers of lament and hope 

Statement from the Revd Richard Teal, President of the Methodist Conference 
and Carolyn Lawrence, Vice-President of the Methodist Conference: 

“We know that many millions of people across the country have taken refuge in 
prayer during the pandemic. We join with the Archbishops of Canterbury and 
York in their call to set aside time each evening at 6pm to pray. There is a very 
great need amongst us to be able to lament the horrific loss of life and to find 
solace and hope during these dark days. Our prayer is that each of you will 
know that God is with us, sustaining us through our grief.” 

Carolyn Lawrence has written a prayer following the announcement of 100,000 
deaths in the UK due to Covid-19.  

Prayer by Carolyn Lawrence 

Lord Jesus 

As we reach the sad milestone of 100,000 deaths from Covid we bring before 
you our sense of grief. We pray for all those who have suffered over this past 
year, and pray that the families who have lost loved ones will know your peace, 
comfort and strength at this time. We continue to pray for all those working to 
care for those who are sick, and those who are seeking to comfort the dying 
and the bereaved. Help us to remember that even in these difficult days God is 
still with us.  

Amen 

Taken from the website of the Methodist Church, 27th January 2021 
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Fighting the Corona Virus – part 2 

The new year has started and we are all excited by the news that there is an 
extensive vaccination programme going to be carried out in our country and we 
do hope that other countries in the world will follow our example. 

In our last magazine we informed you that we were volunteers at the RVI on 
the Oxford/AstraZeneca trials. In October as part of the trials we had received 
vaccine injections. We did not know whether this vaccine was an effective 
vaccine against the virus or simply a placebo. 

A few days before Christmas we received our Christmas present from the NHS. 
We received a telephone call from our local surgery to book us into the 
vaccination programme as they were unaware we were on the Oxford Trial. 
Before we could confirm these appointments we had to contact the RVI and 
become ‘unblinded’ as to which vaccination we had received. 

The email duly came back within an hour and simply stated ‘Kathleen you have 
received two doses of the Oxford Vaccine – you do not need to receive any 
further vaccines.’ ‘Iain you have received two doses of the Meningitis vaccine 
(the Placebo) – you now need to accept the vaccine as part of the National 
Rollout.’ Accordingly Iain was able to take up the offer from the surgery and 
duly received the Pfizer vaccine and now awaits the booster dose. 

So, we are now in the privileged situation of each having a different vaccine and 
when a particular vaccine is announced on the television we are loyal to our 
particular dose and give a loud cheer as a supporter! 

The Trial is not over as far as we are concerned. We will continue the weekly 
self-testing and give blood tests at regular intervals during this year to see how 
the vaccine is performing and hopefully strengthening our immune system. 

Our Family – particularly our Grandchildren – continue to cheer us from the 
sidelines. That is fun for us. We have indeed been blessed by this opportunity 
to serve our neighbor particularly as there are no boundaries to our service 
that we can give. 

May God be with you in 2021. 
Iain and Kathleen Farquhar 
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Some of you will remember the Lai sisters from Malaysia who worshipped at 
Brunswick when they were living in Newcastle. They have sent an email to Gail 
with their news, an edited version of which appears here. 

Dear Gail, 

 

Greetings from Malaysia. We hope you are 
keeping safe and healthy and have had a 
blessed year. Here are some updates on us: 

  

Without realising, the year has passed by 
very quickly this year. Early this year we were coping with the lockdown of the 
pandemic and taking care of our mum with the help of a full-time caregiver. 
Our mum passed away in April and due to the lockdown, we had a quiet 
funeral only with family members. We thank God that our mum is in His hands 
now. 

  

As for work, all of us are working from home now due to the MCO (movement 
control order). There are seven of us at home needing to log in to a device for 
work and study. Thank God that the internet bandwidth at home is still able to 
cope even though at times it can be cranky. We have different ‘territory’ at 

home   so that we do not interfere with each other especially when there are 
conference calls and online lectures going on. Sometimes it can be challenging 
but we all try to accommodate and adapt. The campus is fully closed and 
classes are fully online. It has been challenging for us as we learned new 

systems and software to deliver lectures and tutorials online -   dinosaurs 
learning new skills. We have to think about ways to make online sessions 
interactive and interesting for students. We believe this is not only challenging 
for academics but also for students who are trying to cope with lots of self-
reading and lacking face-to-face interactions and consultation. Some are 
enjoying it but others are finding difficulties to cope. Many of them are hoping 
that the campus will be re-opened soon so that they can be on campus again. 

  

We will not be going back to our hometown this year to celebrate Christmas 
and will remain in Kuala Lumpur as the lockdown prohibits us to do inter-state 
travel. Our church minister has also announced that online worship will 
continue till Christmas and carolling will be cancelled this year. Looking back, 
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we want to thank God for giving us strength to go through this year. We pray 
that in this season of love, peace and joy, we wish you and your family a blessed 
Christmas and all the best in the New Year  

 

Lai Ling, Lai Hong and Lai Choon 

 

To every single one of you who has 
helped us in any way this year we 
thank you from the bottom of our 
hearts. We simply kept going, 
through thick and thin, laughter and tears and Covid-19. We said we would try 
to stay open and we did, 5 days each week, every month, all year. We fed 
27,000 people in the 6 months April - September so goodness knows how 
many the year end will see. We just keep going...yesterday the queues were 
down to the road and well round the corner, in the rain, two days before 
Christmas. This has to change...we will continue our fight against food-poverty, 
any poverty, and we thank you sincerely for being there to help us. 
 

Taken from the facebook page of the West End Food Bank, Christmas Eve 2020 

 

 

The queue outside the Food Bank Centre on Benwell Lane  
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Reflective prayer for Mothering Sunday, 17th March  

 

God of celebration, who rejoices with those who rejoice, 

we pray for those for whom Mothering Sunday  

is a time of thanksgiving and joy. 

 

God of compassion, who weeps with those who weep, 

we pray for those for whom Mothering Sunday  

is a time of heartache and pain. 

 

God of community, who calls the children to come to him, 

we thank you that your love abounds 

for families of every kind. 

 

God of comfort, who gathers us as a hen gather its chicks, 

we thank you that your love surrounds 

the disappointed and hurt.  

 

God of every circumstance, we bring our thanks and praise 

that we belong to your family   

as your beloved children. Amen 
 

Taken from ‘Mothering Sunday Faith Resources’ from the website of the Mothers’ Union https://
www.mothersunion.org/mothering-sunday-resources 

https://www.mothersunion.org/mothering-sunday-resources
https://www.mothersunion.org/mothering-sunday-resources
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CHURCH FINANCES 

It is now over six months since there was a report concerning Brunswick 

Churches finances.  As it was apparent to everyone connected with 

Brunswick that we were heading towards a “financial melt-down”, due 

to the Covid-19 pandemic, an appeal for gifts was made in June last year. 

 

A very big thank you to those who were able to 

respond with gifts, several people joined the  

scheme, whereby the Church recovers from 

HMRC the tax paid (that is 25% additional 

income). 

 

In the next few days the Finance Committee shall meet 

to review the budgets for this and next year.  We shall 

consider what assessment is affordable to the Circuit, 

pending the Circuit Church Treasurers meeting and 

review salaries in line with the Living Wage 

Foundation report.  At present the rents from Fenwicks 

and the Orphan House site are up to date.  Big thanks 

go to our Centre Manager, Fiona Wells, who has worked right through 

the pandemic; she has potential new user groups to hire our premises.  

We think that it will be a long time before room hires reach pre-pandemic 

levels.  We are unsure how soon we can consider re-opening the Coffee 

Shop – in whatever form it may take.  In short it will be many months 

before income returns to the levels seen before February, 2020. 

 

The Church has been able to furlough some of our staff, since 20th March, 

2020  and up to 31st December we have received HMRC Furlough Grants 

of £12,597. 

 

The Church Leadership Team decided to continue the Discipleship and 

Worship Lay Worker post held by Rob Wylie, subject to funding, and so 

we have applied for a continuing grant from the District of 50% of the 

cost, so that the post can continue after 31st October, 2021 for a further 
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three  years. 

 

As Brunswick is a Grade II listed building we can apply for “the 

Government Fund – culture recovery for heritage, second round” and we shall 

submit the application within the next few days.  The Church Council 

has agreed to these two applications being submitted, at the time of 

writing we do not know when we shall hear if we are successful.  You 

will be pleased to know that our MP, Chi Onwurah, Lord Alan Beith and 

the Methodist Church Conservation Officer have all written letters in 

support of the application. 

 

What I can say is that Brunswick Church is budgeted to run a deficit of 

£63,924 this financial year. 

 

Please do not hesitate to contact me to ask questions (home telephone 

0191 285 8006, address: 1 The Ridge Way, Kenton, Newcastle upon Tyne, 

NE3 4LN). 

 

Below I have provided two pie charts depicting the current year’s income 

and expenditure, total spending is anticipated to be £232,924. 

 

Finally may I ask you to pray for the work, ministry and outreach of 

Brunswick Methodist Church, A Church With A Heart For Newcastle 

and to consider: 

• Continued regular giving (either by bank transfer or posting in 

a cheque to the Church). 

• A one-off additional gift. 

• Joining the gift aid scheme, if you are not already a member and 

can join. 

• Thinking of leaving a bequest to Brunswick in your will. 

 

David Stabler, Co-Treasurer. 
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INCOME BUDGETED £169,000. SHORTFALL (deficit) £63,924)  

EXPENDITURE BUDGETED £232,924  
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Putting our hand into the hand of God 

A reflection by the Revd Dr Jonathan Hustler, Secretary of the Methodist 
Conference, following the announcements of further lockdowns 

Those who joined the President and Vice-President on Facebook Live this week 
would have heard Carolyn reflect on the poem by Minnie Haskins , often used 
at the beginning of the year and made famous in the 1939 Christmas Broadcast 
by HM King George VI: ‘I said to the man who stood at the gate of the year’. As 
Carolyn encouraged us to do, we put our ‘hand into the hand of God’. 

 
It was only when I came to Harrow and began commuting to the office that I 
really noticed how dark the mornings are in January. It’s a feature of the year 
that as the days get longer following the solstice it is in the evening that the 
effect first becomes noticeable. Although the sun does rise a little earlier each 
morning, it can feel as if it is actually getting darker. For many, going back into 
lockdown in England and the similar restrictions in Wales and Scotland will 
have a similar effect. We know that Spring is on its way, but our hope and joy 
have been tempered by the steep rise in the number of coronavirus infections 
and the warnings about the transmissibility of the new variant. We need to put 
our hand into the hand of God. 

 
The calling of the Church is not simply to take God’s hand but to enable all who 
would to take God’s hand in times of darkness. It is that which makes the 
current situation so difficult. Decisions about whether churches should be open 
for collective worship and/or private prayer remain with the Managing 
Trustees; HM Government has not prohibited public worship in England though 
in Scotland, Wales and the islands different restrictions may apply.  Church 
Councils therefore need to decide what they do for the best. 

 
There are two considerations to be balanced. One is how we try to keep people 
safe or to put as few people as possible at risk of harm. That consideration 
applies both to those who would attend church and to those who facilitate that 
happening – the preacher or worship leader, the stewards, the caretaker, those 
who operate equipment or play the organ. The other is the missional 
imperative – how does the church best serve its members and the community 
in which it is set at this time? 

Over the last nine months, we have developed skills that we did not know that 
we had and there is now a range of resources available for worship that does 
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not require attendance in a building. There is much that we have missed when 
we have not been able to be together in one place, but there is much that we 
have gained through the reach of such platforms as Zoom, You Tube, and 
Facebook, as well as printed services hand-delivered and telephone gatherings. 

 
The day before the second lockdown began I stood at a graveside and read 
Psalm 23. ‘Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I fear no evil, because 
you are with me.’ The good news remains the good news – God is with 
us.  Many have been through the dark valley of grief or have been close to 
death and that will be the experience of many more in this lockdown; many 
have been through the dark valley of uncertainty about their employment, 
their finances, or their future educational opportunities, and that will be the 
experience of many more in this lockdown. Our calling is to enable those 
people to know that God is with them; it will be hard, but paradoxically the 
better way to do that could be without being able to meet in church. We 
continue to do things differently alongside those who need to be helped to 
know God who is there in the darkness and longs to take their hand. 

 
So, please pray for all who have difficult decisions to make this week and for all 
who in any way will minister to others through this pandemic, because their 
ministry will put hands into the hand of God. 

 
The Revd Dr Jonathan Hustler, Secretary of the Methodist Conference 

Taken from the website of the Methodist Church 6th January 2021  

Methodist Covenant Service 

On Sunday 31st January at 6pm I tuned into the Parliamentary Covenant 

Service, live-streamed from Westminster Central Hall in London. This was an 

excellent service and I would encourage you to tune in too. It will be on the 

website for some time. The service was led by Rev Tony Miles, but many other 

people participated, of all ages, including the President and Vice-President of 

Conference, the Youth President, several MPs, the Chaplain to the Speaker, and 

others. It was in many ways a traditional Covenant Service, but presented 

online so that we can join in at home! Very well-presented, well-organised, 

prayerful, thoughtful and, as usual, challenging! Here is the link:  

https://mchw.live/live-stream/31-jan-pm        Ruth  
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This is number 2 in the JPIT series looking at the ‘Six Hopes for Society’, which 
reflect hopes for a vision of God’s Kingdom on earth. 

A planet where our environment is renewed 

We are experiencing an environmental emergency. More 
and more people are waking up to the reality of the 
climate crisis and ecological degradation happening across 
our planet. The efforts of climate change campaigners, 
many remarkable young climate activists behind the 
student climate strikes and stark new science have raised global attention. They 
are clear —  global behaviour has altered our environment beyond repair. 
 
The consequences are dire for our planet. Temperatures across the world have 
already increased by nearly 1°C since 1880, sea levels have risen by nearly 20cm 
since 1901 and extreme weather events such as hurricanes, floods and 
droughts are becoming increasingly common. The consequences are already 
being felt, particularly in the Global South, where people are experiencing 
increased risk of hunger and famine, as well as displacement from their homes. 
If we do not act to reduce our carbon emissions, these effects will only worsen 
and expand across the globe. 
 
From Genesis, humans are shown to be part of God’s creation, shaped out of 
the same fabric as the earth itself. Our calling is to be stewards of this creation 
(Genesis 1:28; Genesis 2:15). But humanity has fallen short of this calling, and 
we have misused the earth to our own gain (Isaiah 24:5). 
 
As Christians, we have real hope in the promise that God will reconcile all things 
in heaven and on earth to himself (Colossians 1:20). However, in our love for 
God we should be joining to pursue God’s desires for our world, working to 
bring this new kingdom ‘on earth as it is in heaven’. 
 
Our work will continue to encourage Christians to think about how we can live 
out this calling. We will encourage practical, policy and political responses to 
the climate crisis and offer the opportunity to take meaningful action as part of 
a supportive community. 
 

Find out more about the work JPIT do on the environment here: http://
www.jointpublicissues.org.uk/issues/environment/ 
Taken from the website of the Joint The Joint Public Issues Team (JPIT), which is made up of the Baptist Union, the Church of 
Scotland, the Methodist Church and the United Reformed Church, working together for peace and justice.  

http://www.jointpublicissues.org.uk/issues/environment/
http://www.jointpublicissues.org.uk/issues/environment/
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Dates for your Diary 

 

14 February - Racial Justice Sunday https://ctbi.org.uk 

 

20 February - World Day of Social Justice www.un.org/en/events/
socialjusticeday/ 

 
21 February - Church Action on Poverty Sunday www.church–poverty.org.uk/
sunday 

 
22 February–7 March - Fairtrade Fortnight www.fairtrade.org.uk/getinvolved/
current-campaigns/fairtradefortnight/ 

 
5 March - World Day of Prayer www.wdpscotland.org.uk (Scotland) and 
www.wwdp.org.uk (Eng/Wales) 

 
8 March - International Women’s Day www.internationalwomensday.com 

 
22 March - World Water Day http://worldwaterday.org/ 

 
25 March - UN International Day of Remembrance of Victims of Slavery and 
Transatlantic Slave Trade www.un.org/en/events/slaveryremembranceday/ 

 
Taken from the website of the Joint The Joint Public Issues Team (JPIT), which is made up of the Baptist 
Union, the Church of Scotland, the Methodist Church and the United Reformed Church, working together 
for peace and justice. 

http://www.jointpublicissues.org.uk/whats-new/the-public-issues-calendar/ 

https://ctbi.org.uk
http://www.un.org/en/events/socialjusticeday/
http://www.un.org/en/events/socialjusticeday/
http://www.church–poverty.org.uk/sunday
http://www.church–poverty.org.uk/sunday
http://www.fairtrade.org.uk/getinvolved/current-campaigns/fairtradefortnight/
http://www.fairtrade.org.uk/getinvolved/current-campaigns/fairtradefortnight/
http://www.wdpscotland.org.uk
http://www.wwdp.org.uk
http://www.internationalwomensday.com
http://worldwaterday.org/
http://www.un.org/en/events/slaveryremembranceday/
http://www.jointpublicissues.org.uk/whats-new/the-public-issues-calendar/
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Brunswick Methodist Church 

Brunswick Place, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE1 7BJ 

Tel (0191) 232 1692  

e-mail: admin@brunswickmethodist.org.uk 

www.brunswickmethodist.org.uk 

 

Ministry Team: Rev Paul Cleever-Thorpe, Mrs Chris Carroll 

and Mr Rob Wylie 

Paul 0191 284 4672  

Chris 07817841087 

Rob 07743657643 

Submissions for future editions are welcomed 

Please forward these to Ruth Colclough or Fiona Wells 

(fiona@brunswickmethodist.org.uk) by the 21 March 2021 

You should state clearly if the contribution is original 

or indicate the source for copyright purposes 

Due to limited space we cannot guarantee to include all 

submissions 

All photographs used with permission 

mailto:admin@brunswickmethodist.org.uk
http://www.brunswickmethodist.org.uk/



