Brunswick News
Many thanks to my friend Sue who has been kindly printing the
magazine for us, and posting it out to those without email access. We
are very grateful to her for her help with this while our church building
and offices have been closed.

Contact telephone numbers for:
Paul 0191 284 4672
Chris 07817841087
Rob 07743657643
Our Centre Manager, Fiona Wells, is now working from home,
so you can still contact her Monday—Friday 9.00am to
5.00pm. If you phone the church office number 0191 232
1692 it has been diverted, so it will ring in her home! And you
can also email her: fiona@brunswickmethodist.org.uk
FREE phone lines for prayers and news from
the Methodist Church

Listen to a prayer: 0808 281 2514
Listen to news: 0808 281 2478
Content is updated weekly on Thursday
afternoon
The front cover picture was taken on the beach in Whitley Bay in April
2020.
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A message from Rob Wylie:
We would like to explore together something of what we have all
experienced over lockdown and as we start to emerge from it.
Here are a couple of questions…
How would you want to portray your experience of this time?

How have you experienced faith over this time? How has your faith
helped you during this time?
We would like to encourage you to answer one or both of these
questions by using any of the following:
In written form - a poem, a letter, essay;
In picture form - draw, paint, photography;
In crafting - Something that you have made, and or created.
We then could have an installation in the church, also open to the
public to come and view it once we are allowed to enter buildings
again.
You can submit your answers by post or email to the church, bring
them to the building when we re-open, or let us know and someone
will come and collect it from your home.
Thank you!
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Preparing for the ‘new normal’ – where do things
stand at the end of June?
You will, of course, have heard the recent Government guidance
on easing the ‘lockdown’ measures which have included allowing
churches to re-open for public worship from 4th July, subject to
social distancing measures and limits on numbers being able to
attend.
It is important to say that this change in guidance is permissive,
not prescriptive, which means that we still need to reflect
prayerfully around all that it would mean to hold public worship
once again, especially recognising that health and social
restrictions are likely to be with us for a long time to come. The
limits upon numbers who could attend, the complexities around
deep cleaning (especially on a Sunday) and safeguarding those
who are most vulnerable are three of the main issues which all
churches are facing.

The Methodist Church will be giving further guidance after
Conference ends on 2nd July and our Chair of District, Stephen
Lindridge, in consultation with the Superintendent Ministers, will
be sending a letter out to all churches shortly. Our own Circuit
Ministers and Senior Church Stewards have also recently met to
review the current situation and were unanimous in their view
that we are not in a safe place for us to re-open for public
worship for a number of months.
We are extremely grateful to Fiona, with support from others, for
compiling our church’s ‘Covid’ risk assessment which will provide
the basis for how we move closer towards the re-opening of our
building, at least for allowing certain user groups to resume when
we consider it safe for them to do so and subject, as always, to
any further Government guidance we receive.
Shalom, Paul
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Prayer for the people of Longbenton Methodist Church - Rev Janet Jackson
On Sunday 28th June Longbenton would have shared in a final service. As this is
not possible if you would like to pray for them please use this or another
prayer.
“Heavenly Father, we come before you this day as we remember and give
thanks for the church at Longbenton, its people and its outreach as BYCC.
We praise you for all the joys that have been shared by this church family;
for our friends there; for leaders and helpers; for those who have planned and
those who have cared, so that Longbenton church would be a real home for all
who shared its life. We thank you for the vision of the men and women who
worked and gave so that the church could be built, and we thank you for all the
loving sacrifice which has been shared over the years.
As the family at Longbenton grieve the loss of their community may you
grant a blessing on their lives. May they find a home church community where
they feel as loved and welcomed as at Longbenton.
For those involved in mission in the church may they find a new way for
their skills to be used. For those who exercised roles of leadership may they
find their talents needed in another church family. For all the people of
Longbenton fellowship may they still express their faith in their daily life and
work, fleshing out the gospel, putting it into practice, exploring what it means
in concrete and sometimes difficult situations.
Loving God, guide your people, strengthen, equip and inspire each one for
service, and so may we, with them, joyfully serve you, sensitively proclaim you,
and faithfully express your love for all. Always you have been with us, seen or
unseen, acknowledged or unacknowledged, your spirit at work in our lives,
surrounding us with your love, delivering us from evil, nurturing our faith,
leading us to a deeper awareness of your eternal purpose in Jesus Christ.
We praise you that you call us to yourself each day, that we are one with all
Christians, everywhere, no matter which church they attend, or which
denomination they belong to. Help us to remember that wherever we may be
we are called to show the world the joy and fullness of life which can be found
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in Jesus Christ. May the people of Longbenton continue to show your love in
their new situations.
Inspire us today through the example of those who have run the race
before us. Help us to play our part in continuing what they have begun,
wherever we are. May the people of Longbenton’s love for you be equally as
real, their worship as sincere, their witness as faithful, and their faith as strong.
Gracious God, we all stand today between the past and the future. Help us to
grasp the present and live it to your glory. Give us all grace to thank and serve
you in all circumstances. Prompt us to hold out a hand of friendship, care and
compassion to all in need, especially those of Longbenton as they adjust to the
changes in their lives and keep us and them always mindful of your love
surrounding us each day. In Jesus’ name we pray. AMEN.”
Now pray the Lord’s Prayer

200th anniversary planning
We are delighted to have teamed up with the Newcastle City Guides in
order to plan a ‘Wesley/Brunswick’ themed city centre walk to
coincide with our anniversary celebrations. This will take place on 2nd
June, 2021 from 6pm. More details closer to the time. If you wish to
have a flavour of one of the Wesley guided walks in our city centre,
please go to the link below!
https://www.facebook.com/NewcastleCityGuides/?
notif_id=1590366749106646&notif_t=page_fan
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Cartoon from Betty and Bill Watson

Thank you for all the well wishes
and cards from our Brunswick
friends on the birth of our son
Arthur. We are all doing really well.
The photo captures a piece of our
lockdown - we have enjoyed some
socially distanced visits from family
in our garden and in the photo you
can spot the photographer in the
window!

Clare and Sam
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More tales from the cul-de-sac!
It’s show and tell in the cul-de-sac (cds) - what have I got that’s interesting? One
item I thought was a concert programme from the 60's when I went to the
Odeon cinema in Newcastle to see the Everly Brothers. Also on the bill was Bo
Diddley, Little Richard (who has just passed away) and much lower down, The
Rolling Stones.
My next door neighbour on my right had a
table set up in his garage covered in trophies
and cups. He played football for local teams
but also was Capped for England three times
in 1970, and one of the boys he played
alongside went on to play professionally for
Newcastle United in the Supermac days
(Malcolm McDonald). The neighbours were
well impressed. On my left the newest
member of the cds had a framed hand
written letter from the King to his
grandfather on his return from a prisoner of
war camp in 1918 at the end of the First
World War. No one in his family had ever
seen it or heard the story - he found the
letter in an envelope in a drawer when he
was clearing the house and had it framed. I
don't think anybody found out anything
interesting about me except I liked the Everly
Brothers and the Rolling Stones.
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Desert Island Discs in the cul-de-sac!
How do you do that from the end of the drive? I'll find out on Friday 15th
May! Pick one piece of music only - not an easy task! I challenge anybody to
choose one piece. Over my life I have been through so many genres: Skiffle, Bill
Haley and the Comets, the Crooners mainly American, Rock 'n' Roll, Elvis, Cliff,
The Beatles, Punk but not Rap ever. My brother got into jazz very quickly after
we acquired a record player, but I didn't care for most of it. Musicals I had seen,
favourite hymns, classical pieces, but how can I just choose one? Then on
Sunday morning I was washing dishes in the kitchen when I heard a familiar
intro; backing music, yes there it was, always always whatever music I am into I
love someone at the piano singing - Stevie Wonder "I just called to say I love
you". That's my choice. Now I am just interested to find out what everybody
else chooses!
It turned out to be an OK afternoon. It was overcast and cold and everybody
was wrapped up. There was a magic box on the front lawn of number 12, which
is in the middle of the cul-de-sac. The amplification was very good and
everybody stuck it out to listen to all of the music. On Friday 22nd May we are
to have a Quiz - scraping the barrel now for things to do - I suggested street art,
let’s get some chalks and fill the road with drawings etc then when it rains it
will be washed away, but it wasn't popular so we're having a quiz. I think the
weather is forecast warmer!
The Queen Mum's favourite cake - Date Fudge Cake
A neighbour made this cake for the VE
Tea and shared it round - I thought it
was delicious so she gave me the
recipe. As always I had to improvise - I
put the mixture into an 8 inch round
tin so it took longer to cook, but you
just have to watch it. Also I made the
icing with dark brown sugar which
made the icing the same colour as the
cake. I thought it looked better with
lighter coloured icing but I
recommend you have somebody with
you when you make the icing to help lick the bowl out.
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8 oz of chopped dates
1/2 pint boiling water
1 tsp bicarb
8 oz sugar
3 oz marg
10 oz plain flour
1 tsp baking powder
1 egg
Pour boiling water over dates and bicarb, leave to stand for about half an hour,
cream marg and sugar, add egg, mix in the flour, baking powder and dates,
pour into 2 x 1 lb loaf tins, bake at 160 degrees C for 45 mins.
Fudge Icing
6 tbsps soft brown sugar
2 tbsps butter
2 tbsps cream
Put all the ingredients into a pan and bring to the boil, stirring all the time, boil
for 3 mins, remove from heat and continue to beat mixture until it turns to
fudge, spread on top of cakes.
Jane Atherton
These photos were taken by Catherine Ward's son and daughter-in-law, Daniel
and Aimee, near their home in Allendale, specifically near the River Allen, and
near Oakpool Bridge, which was built in 1700 and would have been visited by
John Wesley, who did a lot of his work in the lead mines there. The whole area
there was well-known by John Wesley, and there is also a large sycamore tree,
under which he preached!
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WONDERFUL OLD WOOD – Part Four
I thought ‘my flight of fancy’ was over, but the wood telegraph has been at work
and our old friend ‘the beam’ is alive and a bit troubled.
“It’s ages since I reported on life up here in the roof void, but I was beginning to
get a bit concerned. The last twelve weeks or so have been very quiet. Rarely a
peep from down below. Very occasionally we hear a footstep or two. One of my
companions thought the lights went on a few weeks ago and heard a brief
conversation. That must have been imagination because we discovered, from a
near neighbour’s timber talk, the church is closed in common with much else in
the city. One nearby beam had not heard any of the cheers and boos that often
punctuated the general noise on a Saturday afternoon. I wondered if it meant
another ‘religion’ was affected. Of greater concern is what impact this is going
to have on the celebrations planned for next year. Those of you who have
followed WONDERFUL OLD WOOD will know that ‘we bits of timber are
sensitive to changes of mood’. We can also do a bit of ‘earwigging’ and know
that many things are being planned to commemorate what you call a
‘bysentennary’; I think that’s right, but apologies if not. I just hope I’ve got the
right idea.
Now all of this would seem to suggest a real problem. I know I have been
occasionally a little scathing about the noise from beneath. Yet we miss it; it
means we have a purpose. Even when we were having beam surgery the
singing, talking and praying didn’t cease. For the last week or so we’ve been
keeping a close ear but where are the sounds, particularly those on a Sunday? It
was only because of a very clever piece of wood downstairs that we found out
the cause of the silence in the first place. This very clever piece of beech
acquired the information. I don’t know the details. It appears some woods
might communicate with insects in a strange sort of way. So, we all heard about
the virus thanks to the helpful beech. That worries us. Trees have problems with
viruses too. They cause a lot of problems. Fortunately for us deadwoods (did I
say that?) viruses need living cells. We just get fungi!
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Getting back to your celebrations. Over the years we have kept you safe and
dry. There have been many occasions when some sort of celebration has lifted
the roof. About forty years ago, if our ‘ring’ memory is reliable, after a long
period of banging about, there was a huge celebration. That reminded a fellow
beam of the very first time we heard all the singing, talking and praying.
Perhaps this is what you are going to remember. However, you will have to go
some to match the singing on that day. Well, that’s enough from the old beam.
I’m looking forward to hearing the chatter and patter again and your activities
getting back to normal.”
I will carry on PLOUGHING 200 YEARS because however bad things are there
will be a bicentenary commemoration. After all, as the beam would say, “those
singers, talkers and prayers aren’t going to let a bug spoil their day, are they”.
Next time some thoughts about the sesquicentenary celebrations and we’ll
eavesdrop on a Trustees meeting in the eighteen tens.
Ⓒ Peter Aughton 2020
1

Peter Wohlleben, The Hidden Life of Trees, Harper Collins London, 2016. Originally
published in Germany and translated by Jane Billinghurst.
Sesquicentenary = the one-hundred-and-fiftieth anniversary of a significant event.

Thanks to David Stabler for this beautiful photo of
the foxgloves by his front door!
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Message from Junction 42
In response to COVID-19, Junction 42 is creating
and producing In-Cell Worship packs to be sent
into all 132 prisons in the UK and into local
communities. In the last two months, we have
produced 12,000 In-Cell Worship packs which
have been sent out to prisons nationwide. Each
pack included a worship CD, testimonies of hope
and the power of the gospel, a print of a Psalm
and a prayer journal.
Here are some of the wonderful testimonies we
have heard from the first lot of packs:
• V loved the In-Cell Worship Pack and cried when she listened to the worship
CD by Steph MacLeod. She is very excited that Steph will be coming to do a
concert in her prison after lockdown.
• A young man came to faith after listening to Steph McLeod song called ‘When
I found Jesus’.
• “The prayer journals are beautiful - I have been filling it in every day. The best
thing is that you can tick it to say when it has been answered and look back over
all your prayers!”
Men and women in prison are on lockdown in their cells 23.5 hours a day due to
lockdown, with only half an hour permitted for exercise. All of us on lock-down
can empathise with how demoralising and frustrating this situation must be for
those in prison. Therefore, alongside our In-Cell Worship packs, we’re producing
Creative Packs to be sent out to prisons and local communities. Each pack
contains all the materials needed to complete an engaging craft as well as
instructions. The impact these packs have already had on the mental wellbeing
of those we work with has been huge.

As we look to send out a further 14,000 In-Cell Worship packs and additional
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Creative Packs in the coming months, we really need the help and support of
the local church! We are operating a ‘hub and spoke’ model, where we produce
materials centrally on a production line and then drop off packs for volunteers
to assemble from home.
If you’re interested in volunteering from home as part of this effort, firstly thank
you so much! Please email info@junction42.org or phone the Junction 42 main
office on 0191 261 2684 to let us know you’re interested.

Can you help us provide Covid Face Masks for Refugees and Asylum Seekers?
Now that face coverings are compulsory for people
travelling on public transport to stop coronavirus from
spreading, we would like to be able to provide them for the refugees, asylum
seekers and other migrants that we support.
Asylum seekers live on about £5 per day, so this is an added expense they can’t
afford which puts their health, and those around them at risk.
We are asking for your help:
•

Are you making your own cloth masks at home? Could you donate some to
Action Foundation for us to distribute?
Perhaps you have some surplus fabric and cotton that you could donate for
others to make face coverings with?
However you can help us, we’d absolutely love to hear from you
Please phone 07518460198 or email volunteer@actionfoundation.org.uk
Thank you! Ruth
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June 15, 2020

ABSURD EXISTENCE
Everyone has a story to tell and I am here to tell you a story of humankind
This a story to which most of you have become so blind
I have witnessed babies being born already orphans, life is hollow
I have seen toddlers learning how to run before they even learn how to walk
I have seen sore bodies, raped souls and faces covered with sorrow
I have seen small children run away from their fate only to be swallowed by sharks
I have seen fathers pay the price to spare the lives of their loved ones
So, I am here to tell a story. A story of those I have lost, those never to be seen again
I have seen pregnant women overwhelmed by the cruelty of men killing in their
names
I have seen the darkness of death cover my day while from the sky came down the
rain
I have seen an entire population be decimated; a whole country burst into flames
I have seen humans dispose of other humans the way they would dispose of ants
I have seen the curse of the gods fall upon the land of my forefathers.
So, I am here to tell a story. A story of those who have survived and kept hope
Far away from the incubi of my past, far from the shadows of death
Far from my youth, far from the days I had my back against the ropes
Far from twirling with the devil, far from taking my last breath
I am doing good here although it does not always feel like it
Far from the obscure lights in the streets of my town
Far from the hell I lived back in my hometown
Far from the crimes of survival far from the culprits
I am doing good here although I hate the cold
Even as the moon prepares to spread the veil of its empire
The cold without squandering any of its rigor unfurls on my roof
My heart can no longer even for a second stay aloof
Immersed in the turmoil of my thoughts, within me awaken ideas once trapped
The language is perplexed, the message complex, and the discourse heightened
I am lost in this new luxuriant and exuberant universe
The landscape is green and charming, yet life seems motionless
And I am right here gloating like an uneducated spirit
Life has won over me
—
This blog post has been contributed by a client of Duncan Lewis, reflecting on his life experiences, as a
contribution towards Refugee Week 2020. This content has not been edited. The author is also a volunteer
at Action Foundation.
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Copyright © 1999-2020 Dave Walker (CartoonChurch Standard Licence purchased)
A thank you seems so
inadequate....two little words,
uttered many times a day to people
who visit us with donations many of whom have become our friends. Thank
you - two little words uttered many times a day to the 29 volunteers (out of
109) who are still able to help us because isolation, shielding, health reasons
and extreme social distancing have stopped their fellow volunteers from
coming. Thank you, two little words, uttered many times a day by our clients
who as always are so thankful that we are still here for them. We could spend
the next century saying thank you and it still wouldn't be enough. We have
done in the last 10 weeks exactly what we said we would try to do...we stayed
open, in all our centres, for people who in the best of times are hungry and
anxious and in the worst of times are hungry and anxious and frightened. We
did it....you did it....and we will carry on feeding food poor people in our
city.....over 11,000 people fed by us in 9 weeks....THANK YOU!
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A few weeks ago I e-mailed Shan and Nipuni in Sri Lanka and they replied – here
is a précis of their news. I did say that with the present situation and the
lockdown I would not be able to hold the usual book sale in aid of Methcare
this year – but that I was already collecting books for 2021! David Stabler
Hi David,
So good to hear from you. We are all
keeping safe, and we are also under
curfew. The curfew was island-wide until
last month; however, our province is still
Facebook 06.06.2020

under curfew.

The government introduced a way for offices to function while in curfew
because we have eliminated community spread stage of the epidemic.
Therefore, people are getting back to their norms slowly - under curfew in our

province. The rest of the country is functioning as normal with of course
complying with health protocols.
As for us, we decided to go and stay with Nipuni's parents just when they
announced curfew until last Saturday when we moved back to our home after
government eased the working community to re-commence work. The "social
distancing" over here is rather difficult; hence they put law in order with
curfew. Gabi is still on holiday from school since March and enjoying every bit
of it. Nipuni was fully out of work since the weddings got cancelled due to
curfew and her bridal business seized until last Saturday. Her clients are starting
to come back after the stop of community spread threat. As for me, since my
nature of work is field engineering support, we worked throughout the curfew
period under essential services category. So I was never out of work, and had
passes to move around with official consent. But I did gain a few pounds when I
used my privileges to work from home most days!
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Because of the curfew island-wide imposed in March, all the shops closed, and

in the first two weeks of it, almost all families of the whole country had to
survive with "what they had left at home, food wise". Luckily we had enough
stock to last and soon people adapted to online purchasing behaviours (which
was not so popular in here before).
A lot of the people started farming in their own lands, as they had plenty of
time in hand. It was all in all a very different kind of experience for all of us.
However, the curve has been flattened now and we hope they will continue to

maintain it that way. The country is almost getting back to norms.
I'm sorry to hear about the loss of your friend/minister*. I see on news that
there have been lots of deaths in the UK from COVID19. Luckily over here only
9 deaths with just close to a 1000 infected (more than half of this have
recovered and returned to their homes). I would say the government did a
good job containing the spread.
Thanks for your thoughts on Methcare, and yes we understand that it will take
some time for things to get rolling again. I will keep the committee aware that
you will be doing another book sale when it is next possible.
Thanks for sharing the magazine - I did notice your garden picture and glad you
had some time to spend on it too ☺

Please do keep in touch and do take extra care until this pandemic is over with.
Stay safe.
God’s blessings and love to you and Gail.
Shan and Nipuni
* Rev Glynn Lister
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Brunswick Methodist Church
Brunswick Place, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE1 7BJ
Tel (0191) 232 1692
e-mail: admin@brunswickmethodist.org.uk
www.brunswickmethodist.org.uk
Ministry Team: Rev Paul Cleever-Thorpe, Mrs Chris Carroll
and Mr Rob Wylie
Paul 0191 284 4672
Chris 07817841087
Rob 07743657643

Submissions for future editions are welcomed
Please forward these to Ruth Colclough or Fiona
Wells (fiona@brunswickmethodist.org.uk) by the 29th
July 2020
You should state clearly if the contribution is original
or indicate the source for copyright purposes
Due to limited space we cannot guarantee to include
all submissions

All photographs used with permission
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