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A time to take stock 

 

How are you doing? I expect that this, or similar questions, will be asked as we 

begin to see each other more over the coming weeks. 

 

When we are asked this question, I suppose that we can answer it at a number 

of different levels and, of course, we will tend to share more deeply with a 

person whom we know well. One of the striking (and really encouraging) 

aspects of our Sunday worship over the past year has been the deep sharing 

which we have heard and seen taking place. Yes, even over a screen, this has 

been our experience! Thank you to those who have shared in this way and 

thank you to those who have facilitated this deep sharing. 

 

I have to say that I don’t find sharing personal things all that easy. Perhaps you 

feel the same way. Being a Methodist Minister certainly does not make me 

immune from the challenges and complexities of life and how these impact 

upon my mental wellbeing. It was as I recently took a two-week course on 

Mental Health First Aid that I became more self-aware as to my own mental 

health. What I could see more clearly was that I had been experiencing all the 

symptoms of an anxiety disorder. 

 

I share this not to garner sympathy especially although I always value prayerful 

support and care. I share it so that you realise that those in church leadership 

are just as likely to experience a mental health condition as those in any other 

walk of life. I also share it because it is ok for me to minister to others from a 

place of vulnerability. This is to mirror the lives of many biblical characters, of 

course. Elijah, in the Old Testament, is someone who reaches a point of 

physical, mental, and spiritual exhaustion and what does the Bible tell us in 1 

Kings chapter 19? He is attended to and given sustenance to help him to re-

engage with life once again. 

 

So, I would like to thank you all for allowing me to take the remaining two 

months of my sabbatical in June and July. It will give me some time to ‘take 
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stock’, to enter into a different rhythm of life each day and, I hope, allow me a 

little more time to play some golf again! I am extremely grateful to all members 

of the Church Leadership Team (including Fiona in our office who has been so 

helpful to us all during Covid) who have met on a far more frequent basis over 

the past year to help us steer a course through these challenging times. 

 

I know that you will give Rob and Chris your full support over these summer 

months – please remember that they do not work full-time for Brunswick! 

Please pray for our church as we consider what the future holds for us and I 

look forward to sharing with you again from the start of August. 

 

Every blessing, 

Paul 

 

NB. If you have need of a Minister during the period of Paul’s sabbatical then 

please contact Revd Janet Jackson (1st-27th June & 12th-31st July) or Revd Gavin 

Hume (28th June-11th July). 

Brunswick’s 200th Anniversary Year 
  
A message from the President of Conference  

 

Hello! I’m Richard Teal, President of the 

Methodist Conference. It gives me a huge 

pleasure to bring to you the greetings of the 

Methodist Connexion as you celebrate your 200th 

Anniversary at Brunswick Methodist Church. My 

first two circuit appointments were in the 

Newcastle upon Tyne District. I was stationed in 

1982 in Dunston as a very young probationer, and that was followed by 

becoming the superintendent of the then Berwick upon Tweed circuit. In those 

14 years I got to know Brunswick and its mission very well. I remember 

preaching at a District Youth Service one evening in Brunswick; I attended 
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many meetings and conferences there; and sometimes when my wife and I 

came into the centre of Newcastle to do some shopping we would call in, and 

receive excellent hospitality. Brunswick church played an important role in my 

early ministry, for which I’m grateful. 

 

You have shared for 200 years the very best of the two most important 

Methodist priorities, which are personal holiness and social holiness. 

Methodism at its very best is passionate about these two emphases. If 

Methodism didn’t exist it would have to be re-invented. The dynamic 

combination of Christian social action and personal growth and discipleship is 

arguably the most important embodiment of Methodism. Our medium is our 

message. And Brunswick throughout its 200-year history has been at the centre 

of this. 

 

You have made history over these 200 years. Many people’s lives have been 

transformed because of your ministry and mission, but history, my friends, is 

still to make. So may God richly bless you today as he has in the past and as you 

move into the future to whatever and wherever that future may be, you go 

there for the sake of the kingdom, under God’s rich guidance, with his power, 

and blest by his all-encompassing love. 

 
This message is a full transcription of the President’s message, originally sent by video. 

 
 
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
 
I bring you a greeting on behalf of the Newcastle upon 
Tyne District, in this your 200th year of mission and 
ministry for Christ Jesus as part of the Methodist 
Connexion in the city centre of Newcastle upon Tyne. 
It has indeed been a year none of us will forget as we 
continue to live through the world-wide pandemic. 
Brunswick’s on-going mission to serve Christ in this present age holds true 
more than ever. As Wesley urged, don’t go to those who need you... go to those 
who need you most. The opportunities and challenges of a city centre mission 
are increasing, so we will continue to hold you in our prayers and trust to God’s 



5 

good grace and provision for the time ahead. Thank you for your continued 
work, worship and witness to Jesus. May the Holy Spirit richly bless and equip 
you as you bring Glory to God. 
 
Revd Stephen Lindridge | District Chair 
The Methodist Church | Newcastle upon Tyne District 
chair@newcastlemethodistdistrict.org 
 
 
Rev Andy Fyall is leading worship at Brunswick on 6th June. Here are a few 
lines about him! 
 
I was born and brought up in Walkergate, 
attending Brunswick Methodist Church from an 
age at which I had no choice – as a babe in 
arms! Brunswick was the fellowship where my 
Christian faith was nurtured and inspired by so 
many people. I was made a member in 1980 at 
St Andrew’s Parish Church during the period 
when Brunswick was undergoing its major 
refurbishment and we gathered there for worship. 
 
I started on my journey as a local preacher in the Newcastle (Brunswick) Circuit 
before leaving in 1988 to take up a lay work appointment in Birmingham and 
then in Louth, Lincolnshire, from where I candidated for Methodist 
Ministry. Marrying Helen in 1993 we trained for ministry together at Wesley 
College, Bristol, with such illustrious ministers as Eden Fletcher and Paul 
Cleever-Thorpe. 
 
Ministry has taken us to Cardiff and Nottingham before moving to our current 
appointment in Stamford where I serve as Superintendent and Helen is 
coordinating Chaplain for the North West Anglia NHS Foundation Trust. We 
have two children, Hannah, aged 23, living in London and Matthew, aged 21, 
who is studying French and English at Leeds University. 
 
I am delighted and privileged to have been invited to return to my Christian 
home at Brunswick to preach for your bicentenary celebrations. 
 
 

mailto:chair@newcastlemethodistdistrict.org
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Rev Ann Shepherdson led our zoom worship on 9th May 
 
Dear friends, 
 
Thank you for inviting me to take part in your special Church Anniversary year. 
Rev Paul asked me to write a summary of some of the content I shared with 
you at our act of worship via zoom. 
 
The first Methodist building in Newcastle was the Orphan House which was 
situated near to Brunswick. Brunswick succeeded this and was built in 1820 
and opened the following year. For many years Brunswick was a preaching 
centre for the region. The doors of the Church were open on a Sunday when 
very few people were in the city centre due to the fact there was no Sunday 
trading. The doors of the Church were generally closed during the week when 
there were lots of people in the city centre. 
 
During the 1970s the congregation asked ‘what does God want us to be and do 
in the city centre?’ Lay and Ordained had the God-given vision of being a seven
-day-a-week Church. So, the congregation began a journey of faith, hope and 
courage as the old preaching centre was transformed into a seven-day-a-week 
Church. The refurbishment was completed in 1981. 
 
The foyer became and continues to be a coffee shop with the important 
ministry of generous hospitality. This ministry lowers the threshold of the 
Church and welcomes so many into Brunswick. At the side of the hall there was 
a youth coffee bar with detached workers caring for the young people in the 
city centre. The counselling service, Listening Post, has continued to offer a safe 
space to those who need to talk. The International Student Centre also found a 
home in Brunswick. The side Chapel continues to provide a meeting place for 
people to gather to worship God and to pray. 
 
As you celebrate this special year, I pray that you will continue to be given 
inspiration to continue your valuable ministries in the city centre, thus serving 
the risen Lord who promises to be with us always. 
 
Very best wishes, Rev Ann Shepherdson 
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……..a voice from Nicaragua 

Hello friends, although not a member of Brunswick church, I am a member of 

the circuit. When I’m in the UK, I worship at Trinity in Wallsend. At the same 

time, I feel a part of Brunswick as I sometimes lead worship there and during 

this pandemic I join on zoom with the Thursday Bible study and the Sunday 

morning worship. I also log on to facebook three times a week for morning 

prayers. All of these make me feel very much part of Brunswick and it has 

helped me keep contact with home while not able to get there – and make new 

friends. 

Recently, Rev. Ann Shepherdson led the Zoom Sunday service and I was so 

excited to see her again after so many years. When Ann first joined Brunswick 

as a deacon, I used to volunteer at the sandwich bar and she carried the title 

Sister Ann. She showed pictures of her memories at Brunswick and two of them 

were of the reconstruction of the church. I actually saw the pew where I sat 

when I attended a special midweek service to inaugurate Dorothy Michaelson 

as District Network President. It was in that pew, at that service that I received 

my call – I cried the rest of the service! 

And so I want to say – yes, I belong to Brunswick and feel privileged to be able 

to share these few words and also to send huge congratulations on your 200th 

Anniversary. 

Every blessing – Margaret Storey 



8 

Brunswick’s Finances  

 

The finance sub-committee met on Aldersgate Day (May 24th) and we reviewed 

the budget for the year to date.  As with all the “methodical meetings” we 

place God at the centre of everything, working to keep the heart beating in this 

community of ours. 

 

Over the past weeks the on-line Zoom worship and paper 

services with support material have majored on ‘The 

Methodist (Jesus) Way of Life’ taking as a thread Our 

Calling of the Methodist Church 

 

 Worship 

 Learning and caring 

 Service 

 Evangelism 

 

What our aims are is to underpin Brunswick’s outreach to the community and 

as a place of worship and sanctuary. As a ‘new normal’ emerges Fiona and 

Carolyn work to prepare the premises so that they are covid safe and 

welcoming. We simply do not know how soon the user groups will all return (if 

indeed they all do) and this will impact upon our room hire income. Two new 

groups are booked in, and that is encouraging. Junction 42, as a key group 

organisation, has continued to use their offices plus the hall and room 6. 

Conversations are taking place concerning the Coffee Shop – which in recent 

years has contributed circa £30,000 per annum; there will be no income this 

year. 

 

As I write this item for Brunswick News I reflect upon the first service held on 

the 23rd May – Pentecost Day – when our ministry team lead worship, Paul, Rob 

and Chris, with Ruth singing a solo for us........... this is often called the birthday 

of the Church, the Holy Spirit filled the disciples and all of us pray that our 

church is an expression of the Trinity, spirit filled. The three youngest of our 
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family were in worship, all born during the last year; indeed it was Arthur’s own 

birthday! 

 

The finance committee has been able to look at the projected deficit, which is 

£64,000 and with eight months of the year now passed that loss seems even 

more likely. We have been fortunate in receiving a ‘recovery grant’ from 

Newcastle City Council of £12,388 and we continue to apply for the 

government flexible furlough grants (so far in the eight months £15,019). The 

very kind and generous continued giving by church members and friends has 

held up at almost the level of recent years and the gift aid claim has been 

submitted – so a big thank you to everyone. On the expenditure side we have 

not spent as much on utilities and repairs as we estimated. Staff salaries were 

reviewed in February and increased in line with the Living Wage Foundation 

recommendations, with the new rates commencing 1st April. 

 

We shall continue to draw into our reserves over the next six months, and 

these are now much depleted. I can advise that the lease rental income is up to 

date. In closing I would like to pay tribute to all the hard work and forethought 

that Fiona Wells has put in, during the last fifteen months or so – without her 

the care of the church would have been so difficult. 

 

I would be happy to talk to anyone who has a question – so please, do, get in 

touch. 

 

David Stabler 

I would like to thank everyone at Brunswick who sent me flowers, cards and 
comforting messages of sympathy after the sad passing of my husband Ivor. 
They were very much appreciated. 
  
Many thanks 
Evelyn Timperley 
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From the Organ Loft 
 
Good to be back in last Sunday, May 23rd. Haven’t played a keyboard since 
March 2020 so pleased I hadn’t forgotten. Big problem if I had! 
 
Thank you Ruth for your article about my 50 years as Organist. Don’t know 
where the time has gone yet I remember every detail, date and circumstance 
that unexpectedly took me into that position. Undoubtedly it was a position, in 
time, I would have hoped for, but very sad in the event that the sudden death of 
Billy Warby, to whom I was deputy for six years, propelled me into it 
unexpectedly. It was the run up to the Sesquicentenary anniversary celebrations 
too so perhaps a little bit of pressure at the start but I had to remain positive 
and take it in my stride. 
 
I’ve always believed in the Ministry of Music and hopefully that belief has 
helped me through. I always read the words of hymns and hopefully bring out 
the meaning on how I accompany the singing. 
 
A little story........ 
You won’t really want to know but I have broken sleep every night as I regularly 
need to visit a certain room 4/5 times a night. However the advantage is that 
I’m able to tune into the 11am Sunday morning service on social media of the 
Methodist Church in Hong Kong (Eden Fletcher’s church). It’s at 4am here! On 
Easter Sunday at 4am I tuned in and Eden spotted I was watching (as it is on 
social media) so he publicly congratulated me on reaching the 50 year mark and 
the church applauded! 4am on a Sunday morning - I must be mad. 
 
Very grateful to many for your congratulations - very kind. I’m unlikely to see 
the 250th anniversary (why should I think that?) but I thank God for His gift of 
music and I give it back to him. 
Can’t wait till we can sing hymns again. 
 

Hasten the day   
 
David Scott  
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When the day of Pentecost came… 
 
…. about 45 people gathered in the worship area at Brunswick, socially distanced, 
mask wearing, and happy to be together once more to worship God. The pews were 
labelled with ticks and crosses, the chairs were in pairs, and three tables were ready 
with activities to welcome three new babies and their families! David arrived and 
took up his usual position at the organ; Paul, Rob and Chris prepared themselves to 
lead worship; Jane welcomed us all and gave out the notices; and we were ready! 
 
After the Call to Worship, David played the first hymn ‘Shine, Jesus, Shine’, while we 
remained seated, a few people doing some actions, lots of toe-tapping and even a 
bit of swaying! Rob then lit a candle (see front cover image) and led us in a Liturgy of 
Lament, remembering those we have lost during the last 14 or so months, those 
who are bereaved, who grieve…. And also our doctors and nurses, children whose 
education has been disrupted, the lonely, the vulnerable, the unemployed. It was a 
powerful and important moment. 
 
After Gillian had read Acts 2: 1-13, we celebrated the three new babies born during 
the last year: Arthur, son of Clare and Sam; Teni, son of Lola and Gbenga; and 
Harvey, son of Steve and Coco. The three Dads took part in a fun activity involving 
chocolate buttons, and each child (including Ife) received a Toddlers’ Bible. Arthur 
received a round of applause as he celebrated his first birthday, with a burst of 
‘Happy Birthday to you’ from the organ! 
 
Paul and Rob spoke to us about the language of Pentecost and the interpretation of 
Pentecost. The Holy Spirit bringing life to the church, and sending us out into the 
world, although Rob pointed out that on this particular day of Pentecost, we were 
coming into the church again, having been out of it for so long! We were led 
wonderfully in prayer by Chris, and our final ‘hymn’ was 394 in StF, Spirit of God, 
sung by Ruth and accompanied by David. 
 
After the blessing we were encouraged to leave the building, but many gathered 
outside chatting and catching up, and demonstrating to the passing shoppers – look, 
here we are, the church, still alive, filled with the Spirit, and ready to move on in our 
changed world, in the love of God! 
 
If you weren’t with us on May 23rd, you were missed, and prayed for! Look on page 
23 for details of our next services in the building and online. 

 
Ruth C 
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From the World Church 

 

April 28, 2021  
All We Can and the Methodist Church in Britain’s 
joint Emergency Coronavirus Appeal will provide 
essential support to vulnerable communities in 
India. 
 
It is impossible to have missed the devastating news coming out of India over 
the past weeks. The country, home to 1.3 billion people, is currently in the 
grips of a deadly second wave of Covid-19 – and with hospitals unable to cope 
with the ever-increasing number of cases, and oxygen supplies scarce, the 
situation threatens to overwhelm the country’s health systems. 
 
At the time of writing, India has recorded more than 17 million Covid-19 
infections and over 200,000 deaths – however, the true impact of the virus is 
expected to be much higher, with many cases and deaths going unreported. 
 
All We Can will be responding through our local partner in Odisha to the 
unfolding crisis. Your support through the Emergency Coronavirus Appeal will 
enable rural communities in Odisha state to pull together, and provide vital 
help at this most desperate moment. 
 
Sharing her grave concerns for India’s most vulnerable, Nivedita, a consultant 
leading the Church CAN programme (a joint project between All We Can and 
the Methodist Church in Britain) with the Diocese of Jabalpur in the Church of 
North India, a partner church of the Methodist Church in Britain, said: ‘It’s the 
second wave here and the death rates are soaring.  The crematoriums are 
overflowing and the vans carrying the bodies are queuing up in front of 
them.  You see bad news coming from every side.  People used to be working 
for their livelihoods – how would we eat?  But now people are worried about 
whether they will live.’ 
 
Thankfully, the vital work of All We Can’s local partner in Odisha is continuing 
with appropriate safety measures in place, despite the state’s weekend 
lockdown, evening curfews, and threats of further restrictions. Throughout the 
past year, our local partner has raised awareness about Covid-19 preventative 
measure among 21,000 people from 90 villages in Odisha state; provided 

https://allwecan.org.uk/coronavirus
https://allwecan.org.uk/coronavirus
https://www.allwecan.org.uk/what-we-do/church-can-initiative/
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essential food supplies and hygiene kits to 2000 marginalised rural families; 
and helped more than 214 particularly vulnerable families who were unable to 
make an income during India’s first lockdown to engage in agricultural work. 
Additionally, they have supported small business enterprises for those who 
were most at-risk, and enabled vulnerable families to create kitchen gardens – 
helping them conveniently grow nutritional food such as beans, okra and 
tomatoes. 
 
Since April 2020, All We Can has supported more than 2 million people to 
stand firm in the face of the pandemic through the Emergency Coronavirus 
Appeal, and the work of its long-term partners. The Methodist family have also 
responded to the ongoing pandemic through grants given by the Methodist 
Church’s World Mission Fund toward partner church Covid-19 responses. As 
people here in the UK look forward to increasing freedoms, and feel tentatively 
hopeful about the future, we cannot forget about our global neighbours who 
are currently facing the virus at its deadliest moment. 
 
Please pray for the situation in India, and give generously to the Emergency 
Coronavirus Appeal to help save lives today. 
 
All support received will go directly to our response in India, and any additional 
money received in excess of that needed to respond will be put toward work 
supporting communities across the globe cope with the impacts of Covid-19.  
 
 
 
11 May 2021 

Methodists join other Christians in appealing for peace and an end to 
provocative actions in Jerusalem 

Statement from the World Methodist Council, Global Ministries of the United 
Methodist Church and the Methodist Church in Britain, which are partners in 
the Jerusalem Methodist Liaison Office. 

We stand together to support the Patriarchs and Heads of Churches of 
Jerusalem who have expressed their concern about continuing violence in 
Jerusalem and who have called on those in the international community to put 
an end to what they describe as ‘provocative actions’. 

https://www.methodist.org.uk/our-work/our-work-worldwide/global-relationships/global-relationships-news/all-global-relationships-news/summary-of-the-world-mission-fund-grants-for-coronavirus-assistance-2019-20/
https://allwecan.org.uk/coronavirus
https://allwecan.org.uk/coronavirus
https://www.lpj.org/archives/patriarchs-and-heads-of-jerusalem-churches-concerned-about-alaqsa-mosque-worshippers-and-sheikh-jarrah-families.html
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We have been horrified by the scenes of violence in east Jerusalem which 
threaten the fragility of the Holy City, and call on the Israeli Government to 
permanently halt the threatened evictions of Palestinians from their homes in 
Sheikh Jarrah, where clashes have also taken place. 

We urge calm on all sides and ask the politicians to enable an environment 
where justice and healing can be experienced by all and we join with the Heads 
of Churches to continue to pray for the peace of Jerusalem. We continue to 
stand in solidarity with our Christian sisters and brothers who live and work in 
the Holy Land. 

Taken from the website of the Methodist Church 

 

 

10 May 2021 

St Vincent and the Grenadines – La Soufriere Volcano response 

Methodist Church in the Caribbean and Americas - World Mission Fund grant 
(£15000)  

The eruption of the La Soufriere volcano on 
the island of St. Vincent, starting on Friday 
April 9th, 2021 caused devastating damage 
and much disruption in the lives of the 
people of St. Vincent and the Grenadines. 
Although some persons were able to secure 
alternative accommodation through rental 
or staying with family and friends, at the 
time of writing, there were over 13,303 
persons in the emergency 
shelters. Approximately 6,592 persons are in 
public shelters and 6,711 are in private shelters. There has also been loss of 
homes, crops and livelihood but thankfully no reported loss of life.  

 
The MCCA Superintendent Ministers in St. Vincent and the Grenadines are Rev. 
Cornelius Harry and Rev. Adolf Davis and they have responsibility for the 
Georgetown/ Mt. Coke Circuit and the Kingstown/ Chateaubelair Circuit 
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respectively. Within the Georgetown/ Mt. Coke Circuit there are three shelters 
being managed by the Methodist Community housing approximately 70 
persons with more expected to arrive as the crisis prolongs. However, within 
the Kingstown/ Chateaubelair Circuit, there are no shelters under their direct 
management but opportunities are available for each congregation to adopt a 
shelter within that community.  

The current needs of the country are great. Based on the reports for the two 
Superintendent Ministers, the most critical items include water, clothing, 
dignity kits for women and girls, food (including supplies for the hypertensive 
and diabetic), food storage containers and cleaning supplies. 

The World Mission Fund support will be used to prepare containers with relief 
supplies directed to The Methodist Church in St. Vincent, including the 
following items: 

- Water 

- Food - in particular supplies for the hypertensive and diabetic 

- Toiletries - in particular, nappies for babies and the elderly 

- Cleaning Equipment and Supplies – in particular pressure washers, water 
pumps, heavy duty clothing:- overalls, boots, gloves, goggles, face shields, 
masks 

- Covid-19 & Dust Related PPE 

- Insect Repellent/ Mosquito Coils 

“Thank you and The Methodist Church in Britain for your greetings, 
expressions of concern and prayers.” 
 
Taken from the website of the Methodist Church 
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The Beckly Lecture 
 
Faith and leadership in a global pandemic  
Jason Leitch CBE, National Clinical Director Scotland  
 
The Beckly Lecture 2021, hosted by the Joint Public Issues 
Team. 
 
Monday 28 June 2021 
8.00 - 9.30pm 
 
In this time of great upheaval, what does it mean to wrestle with the 
challenges of a global pandemic as a Christian in leadership?  
Join us for the 2021 Beckly Lecture, which will be given by Professor Jason 
Leitch CBE. Professor Leitch has worked for the Scottish Government since 
2007, and in January 2015 was appointed as the National Clinical Director 
of Scotland. He is one of the senior team responsible for the NHS in 
Scotland and a Scottish Government Director, and has been at the forefront 
of the Coronavirus pandemic response in Scotland. He will speak from his 
experience as a public health leader during a global pandemic, and about 
how his faith informs and supports his work.  
 
There will be a chance for Q & A as we explore these questions together. 
The lecture will take place on Zoom, and will take place during the 
Methodist Conference. 
 
To book your ticket, follow this link: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/faith-and-

leadership-in-a-global-pandemic-beckly-lecture-2021-tickets-151932368805 

 

 

Churches, COVID-19 & Communities Project  
Many Methodist churches responded to the 
research project "Churches, 
communities and buildings during COVID 
and beyond". These results have now been 
published in this report, which can be found 
at this website: https://
churchesandcovid.org/ 

http://www.jointpublicissues.org.uk/
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/faith-and-leadership-in-a-global-pandemic-beckly-lecture-2021-tickets-151932368805
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/faith-and-leadership-in-a-global-pandemic-beckly-lecture-2021-tickets-151932368805
https://churchesandcovid.org/
https://churchesandcovid.org/
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The report highlights the essential contribution places of worship make to 

societal wellbeing and community cohesion in normal times and during crises. 

The report highlights the ability of churches to make a major contribution to 

national recovery and makes important recommendations for future action at 

national and local level.  

 

 

 

 

25 March 2021 

Methodist Church to start major new project 
on being a justice-seeking Church 

The Methodist Church is to commit to a two-year project looking at how the 
Church speaks out on social issues and challenges injustices. The project will be 
led by Rachel Lampard and aims to make the Church more effective in speaking 
and acting for justice and transformation. 

Rachel Lampard, who will shortly move to this secondment from her role as 
Team Leader of the Joint Public Issues Team said: “I am excited to be part of this 
project listening to Methodists and those beyond our church, including those 
who are sometimes unheard; discerning the values upon which our 
commitment to justice can be based; and acting to help Methodists use these 
resources to speak and act on issues of justice. 

“I hope and pray that this will be a project which engages people from around 
the Connexion and leaves us all with a deeper passion for God’s justice in the 
world.” 

The Methodist Church’s Head of Mission Jude Levermore said: “The world is 
living in a time of huge change with domestic and global injustices being 
revealed and intensified. Methodists have long been committed to working for 
justice. At this time when the Methodist Church is responding to Our Calling 
through the Methodist Way of Life and the God for All strategy, it is a crucial 
moment for us to renew our own voice as a justice-seeking church.” 
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What is Climate Justice for All? 
Climate Justice for all is a climate focused, 
youth-led, global campaign which seeks to 
mobilise the Methodist family on issues of 
climate justice.  
  
We believe in Climate Justice for All 
We Believe – communicates the essential place of faith in our work 
Climate Justice – highlights that the climate crisis is an issue of injustice, that 
Christians are challenging. It also reminds us that the climate crisis intersects 
with many other justice issues. 
For All – recalls John Wesley’s declaration that God’s love is for all. Seeking 
climate justice does not just involve a small number of individuals, but 
everyone. 
We believe in Climate Justice for All – do you? 
  
We believe that the Methodist family can make a difference 
The climate crisis is one of the biggest justice issues the world faces. It is 
important for the global Methodist family to make our voices heard, and to take 
action alongside others. CJ4A acknowledges that the experiences of climate 
change are different across the world, whilst also attempting to unite efforts 
towards climate justice with common themes. 
We’re calling on and resourcing Methodist communities across the world to: 
Listen – to stories of communities around the world, using videos and worship 
resources (Download the latest resources) 
Call – on our national ambassadors to the COP to strive for climate justice 
through a focus on equipping and fairness 
Commit – to strive for climate justice in our own church communities. This will 
look different in each of the countries which are involved in the campaign, but 
the goals of equipping and fairness will remain at the heart of all commitments. 
  
We believe that 2021 will be a key year in the fight for our planet 
COP26: 1st-12th November 2021 – Glasgow 
COP26 is the 26th annual meeting of the United Nation’s Climate Change 
Conference. This COP is significant because it will feature the first major review 
since the setting of the COP21 Paris agreement, a binding international 
agreement to limit global temperature rise. 
Nations have committed to Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs), which 

https://www.methodist.org.uk/about-us/the-methodist-church/what-is-distinctive-about-methodism/all-can-be-saved/
https://worldmethodistcouncil.org/resources/
https://ukcop26.org/
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set out goals for reducing emissions and adapting to climate change. At COP26, 
progress will be reviewed, and new targets will be set. 
  
We believe that these targets need to focus on two key areas: 
Equipping vulnerable communities on the front lines of climate change with 
the resources they need to adapt to the changing world. 
Fairness, promoting action which sees the highest emitting countries 
committing to the most ambitious carbon reduction targets to reach net-zero, 
and support efforts in other countries to reduce carbon outputs and adapt to 
the impacts of climate change. 
We invite you to encourage your political ambassadors to the COP to play their 
part in this. 
  
We believe in the power of youth leadership 
Climate Justice for All is a youth led campaign, with six workers from five 
different countries. 
 
Climate Justice for All is also about YOU. We are building a diverse movement 
of young people and youth workers from around the world. Will you join us? 
 
Although it is youth led, this campaign is fully intergenerational and inclusive. 
We hope that you will be able to engage with taking action for climate justice 
through CJ4A. 
  
How can I get involved? 
Are you looking for ways to help your church community take meaningful 
action on climate change? Here are a few ways you can get involved in Climate 
Justice for All: 
Get resourced: Find monthly worship and storytelling resources, equipping you 
to listen and act for climate justice. (Download our resources)  
Engage your community: How could your Methodist community get involved? 
Could your church, small group or gathering connect with the campaign 
together in worship? Bring other people on the journey with you. 
Speak up: Across the world, Methodist communities in different contexts are 
speaking up to call for Climate Justice for All. Find out if your country is 
represented.  If not, could you be the first? 
 
 Local Methodist churches and groups will be asked to add their names to 
this call to action but, before we take that step, we want to hear from 

https://worldmethodistcouncil.org/resources/
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Methodists from across Britain. What does equipping and fairness look 
like, both in the UK and in other countries? What are the priorities that 
should be included? 
 
There are three different dates and times to choose from. Each event will 
run for 45 minutes and you only need to attend once:  
 
• Wednesday 9th June, 7pm 
• Saturday 12th June, 4pm 
• Tuesday 13th July, 5pm 
 
If you attend a Methodist Church or group and would like to have your 
voice heard then please do join us for one of these events, which are open 
to people of all ages (those under 18 will need a parent to book their 
ticket and give permission). You’ll find out more about the work of Climate 
Justice for All and help us to shape the work. Book your free ticket here: 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/climate-justice-for-all-have-your-say-tickets-
152826206297 
 
Taken from the website of Climate Justice for All https://worldmethodistcouncil.org/cj4a/ 

 
 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/climate-justice-for-all-have-your-say-tickets-152826206297
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/climate-justice-for-all-have-your-say-tickets-152826206297
https://worldmethodistcouncil.org/cj4a/
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This is number 4 in the JPIT series looking at the ‘Six Hopes for Society’, which 
reflect hopes for a vision of God’s Kingdom on earth. 
 

A world which actively works for peace 

 
They shall beat their swords into ploughshares, 

and their spears into pruning-hooks; 
nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 

neither shall they learn war any more. 
Isaiah 2.4 

 
Peacemaking lies at the heart of the biblical story, and remains a central 
Christian vocation, yet conflict remains inevitable. The work of JPIT is to 
examine the challenges to peace and wellbeing today and to offer alternative 
approaches to violence. 
 
Peacemaking - a Christian Vocation 
 
Jesus called us to be peacemakers, both in terms of preventing bloodshed as 
well as building constructive links with God, ourselves and other people. 
In 2006 the Methodist and United Reformed Churches produced a report titled 
‘Peacemaking: A Christian vocation’. This explores a Christian perspective on 
peace and conflict in the context of new challenges facing us today. See this 
page of the JPIT website for further details: http://
www.jointpublicissues.org.uk/issues/peacemaking/ 
 
Taken from the website of the Joint The Joint Public Issues Team (JPIT), which is made up of the Baptist 
Union, the Church of Scotland, the Methodist Church and the United Reformed Church, working together 
for peace and justice. 

http://www.jointpublicissues.org.uk/issues/peacemaking/
http://www.jointpublicissues.org.uk/issues/peacemaking/
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His Royal Highness The Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh 
 
The President and Vice-President of the 
Methodist Conference have made the 
following statement in response to the 
announcement of the death of His Royal 
Highness The Prince Philip, Duke of 
Edinburgh. 
 
The Revd Richard Teal and Carolyn Lawrence 
said: “We were deeply saddened to hear of 
the death of His Royal Highness The Prince 
Philip, Duke of Edinburgh. We will remember 
Prince Philip’s dedicated support of Her Majesty The Queen for over 70 years, 
and his long and exceptional service to the country and to the Commonwealth. 
We thank God for the Duke’s commitment to hundreds of voluntary 
organisations and the positive impact his Award Scheme has had on the lives of 
millions of young people. 
In her grief, we pray that the Queen will be comforted by her strong faith in the 
days and weeks ahead and we extend our condolences to her and all of the 
Royal Family” 
 
A prayer for Prince Philip 
 
Lord God 
We give thanks for the long life of Prince Philip, for all that he has contributed 
to our nation and beyond, and for his support of our Queen. We pray that he 
will be at rest trusting in the grace of God. 
We remember before you Her Majesty the Queen and her family praying that 
they will know your comfort and strength in the days to come. 
In Jesus' name, Amen. 
 
The President and Vice-President of the Conference 



23 

Dates for your diary  

Sunday Worship 

 

 

Mid-Week Gatherings at Brunswick, in our building, at 11.00am 

All Welcome! 

 

Wednesday - Mid-Week Service 

2nd June, 16th June, 7th July, 21st July 

 

Tuesday - Drop-In for coffee and a chat 

8th June, 22nd June, 13th July, 27th July 

 
Bible Study online every Thursday at 6.30pm  

 

6 June - Environment Sunday www.arocha.org.uk 

6 June - Tax Justice Sunday www.catj.org.uk/tax_justice_sunday.html 

14–20 June - Refugee Week www.refugeeweek.org.uk 

26 June - International Day in Support of Victims of Torture 

www.fiacat.org/en/our-actions/thenetwork-campaigns/night-vigil 

Date Worship Leader In Building Online 

6th June Rev Andy Fyall In Building   

13th June Rob Wylie In Building   

20th June Rob Wylie   Online 

27th June Issac Moore   In Building  

4th July Rob Wylie   Online 

11th July Rob Wylie In Building   

18th July Isaac Moore   Online 

25th July David Stabler In Building   

1st August Rev Paul Cleever-
Thorpe 

  Online 

8th August Chris Carroll In Building   

15th August Rob Wylie   Online 

22nd August Rev Paul Cleever-
Thorpe 

In Building   

29th August Rev Paul Cleever-
Thorpe 

  Online 

http://www.arocha.org.uk
http://www.catj.org.uk/tax_justice_sunday.html
http://www.refugeeweek.org.uk
http://www.fiacat.org/en/our-actions/thenetwork-campaigns/night-vigil
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Brunswick Methodist Church 

Brunswick Place, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE1 7BJ 

Tel (0191) 232 1692  

e-mail: admin@brunswickmethodist.org.uk 

www.brunswickmethodist.org.uk 

 

Ministry Team: Rev Paul Cleever-Thorpe, Mrs Chris Carroll 

and Mr Rob Wylie 

Paul 0191 284 4672  

Chris 07817841087 

Rob 07743657643 

Submissions for future editions are welcomed 

Please forward these to Ruth Colclough or Fiona Wells 

(fiona@brunswickmethodist.org.uk) by the 18th July 2021 

You should state clearly if the contribution is original 

or indicate the source for copyright purposes 

Due to limited space we cannot guarantee to include all 

submissions 

All photographs used with permission 

mailto:admin@brunswickmethodist.org.uk
http://www.brunswickmethodist.org.uk/

