Brunswick News
For the foreseeable future, Brunswick News will be produced
monthly, but may be a shorter magazine than we are used to.
At this time in particular it is good to have more frequent
communication, and to keep in touch with each other!

This magazine contains, among other things, images and
articles depicting our experiences of lockdown. If you have
anything you would like to contribute, please can you send it to
Ruth as soon as possible? In particular, it would be nice to have
a few pictures to put in the magazine, especially on the front
cover! We would like you to send us any photos you have, but
please can you observe two 'rules': there should be no people
in the photo; and it should have been taken during the
lockdown period. If you can include a bit of background
information about the photo that would be good too! We look
forward to receiving your contributions!
Contact details for Ruth can be obtained from Fiona, our Centre
Manager (see page 14)

The front cover picture was taken on 18th April 2020 in the
garden of the Church of St James and St Basil in Fenham.
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Coronavirus, Creation and St. Francis
It is good that we can share more regularly through our church magazine and
we are really grateful to both Ruth and Hena for enabling this to happen! Last
Sunday in our worship time I shared a little about the Patron saint for the
environment and animals, St. Francis, as our theme was on ‘Creation’. On our
own estate, as the hymn writer puts it, we can hear the birds singing sweetly in
the trees far more easily because there is so much less traffic passing by on the
roads and in the sky!
St. Francis was born into a wealthy Italian family but eventually chose to
depend upon very few means. His strong affinity to creation was not akin to
pantheism (worshipping the created order) but rather reflected his strong,
trusting faith in God. One of the sayings attributed to St Francis is this: ‘I have
achieved that rare detachment of having nothing, yet possessing all things.’
I wonder how we might reflect upon St. Francis’ words, especially during these
current times? I know for myself, there is the need to follow the advice of Jesus
given to his disciples in the gospel of Matthew. ‘See the birds of the air, the
lilies of the field…’ The word used here by Jesus was not ‘take a casual glance as
you pass by’. No, it was more ‘Be really attentive to what you see around you’.
Perhaps we can broaden this challenge from the physical world and bring it into
our conversations about God and the Church in these days. As with the book of
Revelation: are we truly listening to what the Spirit is wanting to say to the
churches? Let’s take the time and space which we have been gifted to be more
attentive, perhaps to write down some of these reflections in a journal, so that
when we eventually do arrive at whatever the ‘new normal’ is going to look
like, we shall hopefully possess a clearer vision of what God is saying to us for
the present and for the future.
Wishing you grace and peace!
Paul
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Contact telephone numbers for:
Paul 0191 284 4672
Chris 07817841087
Rob 07743657643

Church Calendar
Our Annual Church Meeting, originally scheduled for Wednesday
6th May, has been postponed indefinitely. However, if you have
received an email about reports for the AGM Booklet, these will
still be gratefully received!
Similarly the Church Away Day on 6th June, in the planning for nearly two years!,
will now take place at a later date.

David Stabler’s garden, April 2020
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Junction 42 is a charity whose vision is to empower individuals in custody to
discover their potential and exact transformation in their own lives. Our
response to COVID-19 has been to create beautifully designed In-Cell Christian
Worship Packs to minister to men and women in their cells and ensure they are
being fed spiritually whilst minimising frustration, anxiety and depression.
Some of us may feel lost in the wilderness spiritually where there has been a
loss of community and, at a time when togetherness – albeit remotely – is
being recognised as more important than ever before what does that mean for
people experiencing lockdown in prisons? How can a connection be made?

In-Cell Worship Packs are just one way that we can establish this connection. By
providing people with uplifting worship CDs (from Steph Macleod and the
Connect Community in Newcastle), UCB’s ‘Word for Today’, inspiring Psalm
prints, scriptural art, and prayer journals we can help satisfy the thirst of those
searching for hope, meaning and comfort in these challenging times. Alongside
these worship packs, Junction 42 has produced creative packs which contain all
the materials needed to complete a craft e.g. quilling, sketching and mindful
colouring. These packs are being used as a tool to engage individuals across
England and Scotland who are confined to their cell or ex-offenders on
lockdown in the community, giving them a creative outlet and, crucially,
alleviating anxiety and frustration. Each pack, whether worship or creative, is a
tangible message of love, and the detail and care taken in developing and
producing these packs is a statement to each person: “You are loved. You are
valuable.”
This is an exciting time for the Junction 42 team as a total of 12,000 worship
packs are currently being distributed to men and women in prisons across
England and Scotland. In most prisons these packs will be given out to anyone
who identifies as a Christian or has become a Christian in prison. However,
there are also a few prisons that have requested extra packs to give to every
resident in the prison. Praise God! Sharing the message of Jesus, the one who
saves, to those who are searching for answers is an amazing opportunity for
revelation and transformation.
The Junction 42 team is extremely grateful to the Board of Trustees and staff of
Brunswick Methodist Church for agreeing to open-up the ground floor of their
beautiful 200-year-old building. Without this wonderful act of generosity, the
development and production of all the packs would not have been possible. By
providing Junction 42 with this incredible gift, every church member is walking
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in solidarity with the men and women God is empowering us to support at this
time.
To learn more about Junction 42’s work in prisons and the community, and to
read some of our inspirational stories and testimonies about transformation
and saving lives through the gospel, please check us out at www.junction42.org
and www.facebook.com/junction42.
Avril Robinson

Displayed in the window of Ken and Miriam Medd, and designed by
their granddaughter!
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PLOUGHING 200 YEARS (Part Two)
I intimated, in Part One, I would say something more about beams, organs and
real or imagined conversations, but I came across something
last week that might be of interest:

(Acknowledgements to Michael Preston, Admin, Newcastle upon Tyne History
in Photographs Facebook site)
A warm word of thanks is due to the Secretary of State. If demolition had gone
ahead, we would not be looking forward to 2021.
(To be continued)
ⒸPeter Aughton
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The two light holders were made
by a friend, who after he retired
acquired a wood turner and started
making lots of items in all shapes
and sizes in his woodshed. The first
Christmas everyone got a tee light the one on the right, which is made
of cherry wood - a lovely dark
smooth with a matt finish.

At Easter a package arrived at my
door, a small cardboard box with
screws and bolts all over it, surely a
mistake - who is sending me tools? Inside was another tee light, the one on the
left, a much lighter colour, more golden - it turns out it is from the Yew tree. I
can't remember when I last saw a Yew tree. The card said "Happy Easter - a
little light to brighten things up". What a lovely surprise! So I lit them up and
took a photograph and sent it straight back to the woodshed.
Jane Atherton

JPIT Stay and Pray
http://www.jointpublicissues.org.uk/corona-virus/stay-and-pray/
COVID-19 has meant a lot of change. It is important now that we stay at home,
to protect ourselves and others.
However, as we stay in our houses, it is easy for our horizons to narrow. There is
a temptation for us to be distant from some of the wider issues faced by those
around the world. Yet, more than ever, it is important that we lift our
eyes beyond our own immediate situations, making sure that as we retreat to
our homes, our prayer life doesn’t retreat inwardly too.
This is why at JPIT we want to invite you to join us in praying for a different
justice issue every day. Each day we will be pointing you towards different
issues, local, national and global, that we want to invite you to pray for.
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Why not build this prayer into your daily activities?
• Maybe you want to pray for 20-30 seconds every time you wash your hands?
• Maybe you could pray every time you are waiting your kettle to boil?
Or maybe even every time you find yourselves scrolling through the news or
social media?
We want to encourage you to find a rhythm of prayer that works for you. Sign
up for daily prayer prompts on the website.
Stay and Pray topics so far: Children at risk of sexual abuse; against hunger and
famine; those without access to adequate and affordable healthcare; Yemen,
especially in the time of covid; all care home residents and staff; domestic
abuse responders; prisons, prisoners and prison staff.
The Joint Public Issues Team (JPIT) is made up of the Baptist Union, the Church of Scotland,
the Methodist Church and the United Reformed Church, working together for peace and
justice.

Worshipping at home
Presumably by now most of us will have got into a rhythm of worshipping at
home – we will have discovered things we particularly like, and things we would
rather avoid! Please share your experiences!
BBC1, Sunday, 11.00am-ish for half an hour – Sunday Worship from different
places around the UK (times may vary).
Radio 4 long wave, every weekday, 9.45am for 15 minutes – The Daily Service.
Radio 3, on Wednesdays at 3.30pm and on Sundays at 3.00pm, Choral Evensong
from a different church in the UK.
At 10.00am on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays you can head to the
Brunswick facebook page where Rob is leading us in Afternoon Prayers, using
the resources of the Northumbria Community, amongst others. If you miss the
live broadcast, not to worry – it’s there all the time, and you can watch it at
your convenience!
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There are many resources on the Methodist Church website (https://
www.methodist.org.uk/), for example, mission and worship during the
pandemic, resources to support wellbeing and mental health, prayers, service
sheets, live-streamed services, a virtual church choir and much more!

A New Normal
Hi folks. I’m writing this from my office at home, where I have spent a lot of my
time over these last few weeks… it's a safe space for me - I like to listen to music
while I work and I’m going through a whole selection of old music that I go back
to time and time again, interspersing this with lots of new tunes as well.
While reflecting on our current situation of lockdown, and listening to music, I
have discovered that at different times I like to listen to different kinds of
music… a morning of listening to 6music on the radio is then taken over by
listening to back-to-back albums old and new through Spotify. And each day is
different… depending on my mood!
In lockdown, we have had limited choice, many of us only going out once a day
for a walk around the block or a park or whatever that is for you. Food shopping
has become complicated by what you can and can’t get hold of - where has all
the flour gone!? Speaking to friends and family on the phone or through video
apps, the physicality of these encounters is missing - it’s just not the same. The
hum of noise is often missing from our roads and skies and we are noticing
nature in new ways. Even the seagulls are looking lost, trying to find places to
scavenge for food! But on the flip side I’m engaging with my neighbours. We
have a WhatsApp group set up for over 40 houses that has started since
lockdown, and we are buying shopping for each other, supplying tools for each
other, looking out for the vulnerable, baking and sharing together… it’s truly
remarkable!
And with this the church is learning a new rhythm, engaging more through
written form, telephone conversation and using technology. Many of us are
craving for the time we might get ‘back to normal’, while some of us are asking
the question - what is normal and is there a new normal? I have launched
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myself even further into the world online. Leading prayers on our facebook
page three times a week. Leading meetings and ‘online worship’ through a
video conferencing app called Zoom. All of these are providing opportunities
for a dispersed community like Brunswick to find connections in new and
fresh ways.
So I am asking, can we go back to the way we were? What of this ‘new
normal’ can we keep and learn from? What elements of life and living do we
want to hold on to? What can we leave behind? The church leadership team
would ask for your prayers in this time as we navigate these new waters.
Peace, Rob
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From the West End Food Bank
facebook page on 2nd May 2020:
In the first two weeks of the Covid19 crisis 6,250 parcels were given out in the UK per day by Trussell Trust
foodbanks. This included feeding over 3,000 children each day. A staggering
81% increase. We at Newcastle West End Food Bank are well on the way to
feeding almost 5000 people in this last month. Kind and caring volunteers have
made this possible and we all need to give a massive thanks to them for
ensuring that we continue to feed people in food poverty in our city.
The Food Bank is still operating at its three venues at the following times:
The Church of the Venerable Bede
West Road
Newcastle upon Tyne
NE4 8AQ
Mondays and Thursdays 10.00am to 1.00pm
The Food Bank Centre
Benwell Lane
Newcastle upon Tyne
NE15 6NG
Tuesdays and Wednesdays 10.00am to 1.00pm
Lemington Methodist Church
2 Loraine Terrace
Lemington
Newcastle upon Tyne
NE15 8EA
Tuesdays 9.30am to 11.30am and Thursdays 5.00pm to 6.30pm
If you are able to deliver donations to any of these places, please do so! If you
live in the Fenham area, you can leave donations on a trolley in the porch of
the Church of St James and St Basil on Fenham Hall Drive, every day between
9.00am and 5.30pm. On average, they are taking two carloads of donations to
the Food Bank every week!
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If it’s easier for you to donate money, you can go to this webpage:
https://newcastlewestend.foodbank.org.uk/give-help/donate-money/
or donations can be paid directly into their bank account:
Account Number: 00023623, Sort Code: 40-52-40
If you wish to donate, but the only way you can do so is by writing out a
cheque, please contact Ruth directly. Contact details available from Fiona.

Our Centre Manager, Fiona Wells, is now working from home, so you can still
contact her Monday—Friday 9.00am to 5.00pm. If you phone the church office
number 0191 232 1692 it has been diverted, so it will ring in her home! And
you can also email her: fiona@brunswickmethodist.org.uk

The foodbank trolley for donations at the Church of St James and
St Basil
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News from the Crescent
Why Angels in April? Well, in my cul-de-sac
(cds), I've been hobnobbing with the
neighbours, at a distance.
On Sunday 26th April I actually met, for the
first time, my neighbour in number 3. I live in
number 6 - he's only lived there for 6
years. We were taking part in the cds
marathon in aid of St Oswald's Hospice. The
younger element in the cds had measured a
lap and worked out how many we would have
to do to cover the miles. Well I thought it
would be nice to give everyone an Angel so I
set to - I was greatly hampered by the weather, it being very hot, so I was torn
between sitting in the garden reading the book I could hardly put down or
sitting in the cool of the house knitting, but by Saturday I had made 14.
We started on Sunday morning at 7.30am - not my slot, but I managed to get up
and give them a clap. My slots were 10 laps at 12.00noon and 10 laps at
3.30pm, last ones off at 4.00pm. There were couples, singles and a little family we walked, ran, kicked a ball and pushed a buggy, and we raised £337 for St
Oswald's so we're feeling pretty smug at the moment and every household got
an Angel.
The next social distancing get together is Friday 1st May when we will have to
display something at the end of the drive that we think people will find
interesting - ugh! – I haven't got that sorted yet. And on VE Day it’s afternoon
tea at the end of the drive in full regalia, tea, scones, cake, fizz, hat and bunting.
I just wait for the note to come through the letterbox and turn up.
Jane Atherton
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Our experiences of lockdown
For the next edition, in June, please share a few words about one of the
following, or anything else that you want to share.
Your best experience so far during lockdown. What did you do? Why was it
good?
A new hobby you’ve taken up.
A book you’ve read.
A piece of music you’ve discovered.
A new part of your neighbourhood you’ve discovered on your daily walk.
What have you discovered about your neighbours that you didn’t know before?
Something that has encouraged you.
You can email your contributions to Ruth, or if you prefer to use the Royal Mail,
you can post to Brunswick (address on back cover). Mail is collected and
distributed twice a week by Fiona Wells and David Stabler. Thank you!

Thanks to Ken & Miriam for this beautiful picture
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Brunswick Church Quiz Night (by zoom!)
You are invited to join us in a Church Quiz from the comfort of your own home,
on Tuesday 12th May at 7.00pm!
Here is the zoom link:
Paul Cleever-Thorpe is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting.

Topic: Church quiz night.
Time: May 12, 2020 07:00 PM London
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81654273290?
pwd=TldxeHhEeUcwYmZSNTYzNU9reFE1dz09
Meeting ID: 816 5427 3290
Password: 003026
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Copyright © 1999-2020 Dave Walker (CartoonChurch Standard Licence purchased)
If you would like to see a video of these Beatitudes, follow this link to Youtube:
17
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L4GKOq47UaY

This icon was used by the Bishop of Newcastle as an
illustration in a conversation she was having with the
Bishop of Berwick, which I happened to see on the
Newcastle Diocese facebook page very early on in
the lockdown period, and which I found very helpful.
There’s a very tiny bishop at the bottom of the icon,
and behind him Christ is holding the Bishop safe. You
can see the Bishop’s tiny hand on the staff, and
Christ’s much larger hand also on the staff. We are
all being held deeply by Jesus, so that we should not
be afraid.

Daily Hope phoneline to address issues of social isolation launched
A free national phoneline Daily HOPE has been launched aimed particularly at
the over 75s who don’t have access to the internet. Research indicates that
some three million people – particularly those in this age group - have no, or
very irregular, access to the internet. The line will be available 24 hours a day
on 0800 804 8044.
It is a simple new way to bring worship and prayer from the Church of
England into people’s homes while church buildings are closed. Callers will hear
a special greeting from the Archbishop of Canterbury before being able to
choose from a range of options, including Prayer During the Day and Night
Prayer updated daily, from Common Worship, and a recording of the Church of
England’s weekly national online service. A section called Hymn Line will also
offer callers a small selection of hymns, updated daily. An option entitled
‘Hymns We Love’ provides a hymn and reflection and is based on an initiative
by Connections, a group focused on this age group.
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I took this picture quite a while ago, long long before the pandemic and the
‘lock-down’. It is a picture of the LMS (London, Midland & Scottish) steam
engine “Black Five” which entered service in July 1944 and was designed by Sir
William Stanier. Of the 842 built between 1934 and 1951 no less than 18 are
working on various steam preservation lines.
No. 44806 is seen here on the North Yorkshire Moors Railway above Beck Hole
between Grosmont and Goathland. I go walking regularly in Northumberland,
County Durham and sometimes Cumbria or North Yorkshire, with ex-colleagues
– we have known each other for upwards of forty five years and the pleasure of
getting my walking boots on and togged up is one of the joys of life. Tony, Denis,
Phil and sometimes Ian and I set off and whilst walking chatter away managing
to put the world to rights. One of the walks we try to do every year is based
round the NYMR - there is a favoured route which includes a stop at the Birch
Hall Inn for a well earned pint of lemonade before climbing up above Beck Hole
for a lunch break – always timing it so that we see a train thunder past. So the
picture is line-side at the picnic spot with 44806 pulling a run of heritage
carriages along the line which has featured in several films and TV series.
Goathland is the fictional Aidensfied from the ITV programme Heartbeat, and
the station there is known to millions the world round as Hogsmeade in the first
Harry Potter film.
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Tony is the organizer, so he checks the NYMR timetable and programme of
events so that the walk can be combined with a steam gala weekend - this
means that, with luck, we can see several steam engines in action.... on one
notable occasion we saw Mallard, LNER class A4 No. 4468 (historically
significant as the holder of the world speed record for steam locomotives at 126
mph) designed by Sir Nigel Gresley running along the line across the open
moorland between Levisham and Goathland. So the walk is usually around
twelve miles, through heath land, moorland and via the stunning Mallyan Spout
waterfall – usually we meet people who are also taking advantage of the
stunning scenery. It starts with a stiff climb out of Grosmont (where there
remains one of the few remaining independent Co-op shops!) to the moor, then
we walk southwards with views to the west of the railway and periodic sights of
a train in full steam, and by crossing and re-crossing the line we combine the joy
of a good walk with the fun of seeing the magnificent trains. After lunch we
continue out of Beck Hole continuing south to Goathland where we can catch a
train back to Grosmont, or alternatively there is a super walk back on the
original route of the line which was built as a free-fall incline for mineral
extraction. All in all an excellent day out......for those who simply wish to enjoy
the majesty and grandeur of the North York Moors National Park and combine
it with a run out on a preserved rail line then the NYMR runs from Whitby (a
combined national railway & NYMR station) through to Pickering and who
knows you might enjoy booking for the Pullman dining train service! There are
adequate parking facilities at Grosmont.

David Stabler
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Bible Study Group
Over the last few weeks, many of us would have used video conferencing tools
such as Skype, Facebook Messenger or Facetime to keep in touch with friends
and family.
Back in March when we were told to stay at home and avoid gatherings, our
Bible study group ceased to meet at the prayer chapel in church. Instead, our
meetings moved online and we continue to meet via video conferencing on the
Zoom platform.
While meeting online does not
replicate the in-person experience
of meeting with each other, it has
been interesting to engage in a
different way of ‘meeting’ and
‘seeing’ each other. Our sessions
also tend to be more interactive
such as the ability to write on a
virtual white board.
The Bible study group is co-ordinated by Sam and Clare Willis, with some of the
group members taking turns to lead individual sessions. Topics and themes for
these sessions are normally agreed within the group in advance and we also
join in the wider church during the June bible month. At the end of the session,
we have a time for prayer where we would pray for concerns within the group,
the church and anything else which are on our minds. This year, we even
started a prayer journal to aid us.
The Bible study is opened to everyone at Brunswick. The Bible study takes
place on Thursdays at 6.30pm and last for around an hour. If you would like to
join us, please get in touch with Sam or Rob who would be happy to share
further details.

Hena Mookerji
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Dear Friends,
MHA – Methodist Homes Association
We are sure that you will have heard Sam
Monaghan, CEO of MHA, being interviewed on the
TV and Radio and it will come as no surprise that
MHA has made a special appeal via the Methodist Recorder for gifts to help
with the additional expense of PPE – please see attached.
Currently some Churches subscribe to an annual gift which is added to the
assessments and this amounts to £365 and will be sent to MHA this week but
you may wish to add to that (as we all would via the usual MHA Sunday
envelope scheme).
Gifts can be made online to the Circuit’s bank account 30-93-71 account
number 00796358 or by cheque posted to David’s home (payable to Newcastle
Central & East Circuit):
1 The Ridge Way, Kenton, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE3 4LN.
If the gift can be ‘gift aided’ please let David know on 0191 2858006.
Two of our Supernumeraries and several members from different Churches in
the Circuit live at Pilgrim’s Court, Jesmond, MHA and you will be pleased to
know that they are all keeping safe.
Best wishes and in anticipation,
Rev Paul Cleever-Thorpe & David Stabler
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Pray Without Ceasing
This month please pray:
For all those struggling to cope with the Covid19 epidemic, whose lives
have been disrupted in many ways:
those who are ill, both here and elsewhere, and their families;
those who have lost loved ones;
those who have medical treatment cancelled or postponed because of
the strain on the NHS;
those who are unable to visit family in care homes because of
restrictions in place to try to keep them safe;
for all those whose businesses or employment is at risk because of travel
restrictions, thinking particularly of those working in the travel,
hospitality and tourism sectors;
Give thanks for those who are working to develop a vaccine and
effective treatments for the problem;
for doctors, nurses and health care assistants working hard to care for
those who need it;
for neighbours who offer to bring shopping to those who are selfisolating or in quarantine.
That we remember that, whatever befalls us, we are in God’s hands, safe
and loved
“For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor
demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither
height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to
separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus
our Lord.” Romans 8:38-39
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Brunswick Methodist Church
Brunswick Place, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE1 7BJ
Tel (0191) 232 1692
e-mail: admin@brunswickmethodist.org.uk
www.brunswickmethodist.org.uk
Ministry Team: Rev Paul Cleever-Thorpe, Mrs Chris
Carroll
and Mr Rob Wylie
Paul 0191 284 4672

Chris 07817841087
Rob 07743657643
Submissions for future editions are welcomed
Please forward these to Ruth Colclough or Fiona
Wells (fiona@brunswickmethodist.org.uk) by the 29th
May 2020
You should state clearly if the contribution is original
or indicate the source for copyright purposes
Due to limited space we cannot guarantee to include
all submissions

All photographs used with permission
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