A Season of Angels
For the past few years as a circuit we’ve been giving out knitted angels with
messages of hope over Advent and Christmas. This year is no exception and
we’re using angel templates for writing the prayers that hang on our church
Christmas tree.
Angels are an important part of the story of Christmas. It was the angel Gabriel
who visited Mary, graciously asking her to play her part in God’s plan. And
when Joseph felt bewildered and confused an angel appeared to him in a
dream telling him that all would be well and he should not be afraid to take
Mary as his wife. And of course, hosts of angels breaking through the sky above
a Bethlehem hillside, proclaiming God’s coming.
Many of our carols acknowledge and celebrate the role of angels in the events
of the Christmas story. One that speaks to me particularly is It came upon the
midnight clear.
This carol was composed by Edmund Sears in 1849. It was assumed to be Sears’
response to the just ended Mexican-American war, and focused not only on
Bethlehem, but also on his own time and the contemporary issue of war and
peace.
This carol reminds us that each year we need to hear again the Christmas
message of peace, not as a historical message in the context of Bethlehem over
2000 years ago, but as a message for the world today – for all people of all
times and places. We may not witness the sky filled with angels, ablaze with
light, but we can open our ears and our hearts to the angels’ message of peace
and goodwill to all people.
Let’s hope and pray this Christmastime that across the world people will be
able to hear and to respond to God’s message of peace, hope and redemption
through Jesus Christ.
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It came upon the midnight clear,
that glorious song of old,
from angels bending near the earth
to touch their harps of gold:
‘Peace on the earth, good will to men,
from heaven’s all-gracious King!’
The world in solemn stillness lay
to hear the angels sing.
Yet with the woes of sin and strife
the world has suffered long;
beneath the angel strain have rolled
two thousand years of wrong;
and man, at war with man, hears not
the love-song which they bring.
O hush the noise, ye men of strife,
and hear the angels sing!
Edmund Sears (Singing the Faith 205)

Chris Carroll

Church News

On Tuesday 25th February at 6.30pm we are holding an exciting event called
KILN hosted by Lydia Hiorns who works at SAW (Shieldfield Art Works). KILN is a
tent which is a hand-printed portable space where Lydia will host a meal and
facilitate conversations to help grow our understanding of gospel-centred
hospitality within the church and wider society, in order to help develop a
culture of living out hospitality within the church and beyond. As part of this
we will also be trained to host our own meals either in the church or in our
homes.
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Church News
Congratulations to Lola, who at the Civic Centre on 4th September formally
became a British citizen!
"My journey to becoming a British citizen has been a long and expensive
one since I first arrived in the UK on 10/10/09. I was on my way to study
for my Master's degree, fast forward to 2019 and I have a husband and a
son and I am living in Newcastle!

I would like to thank everyone in Brunswick as you all played a big part in
making Newcastle feel like home. A special Thanks to Sam and Ruth for
signing all my numerous documents required by the Home Office.
I hope to do my best and be a good Citizen of the United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Northern Ireland."

In response to our letter of support to our city centre policing unit
following the death of Peter Duncan in August, Paul received a reply from the
Inspector of the unit thanking us for our prayers and passing on our message
to the police staff who were on duty at the time of the stabbing.
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On Friday 15th November Brunswick once again was the venue for a
Christian music event, ‘Voices of Virtue Gospel Choir’ and the newly
formed ‘NE-ONE Community Gospel Choir’ who both performed. This
was a praise and worship evening and the Church was full with just
short of 500 people. Previously we have hosted Youth For Christ and
are increasingly being seen as a
super venue for such occasions.

© Simon Neil Scott

© Simon Neil Scott
Photographs © Simon Neil Scott
www.simonneilscott.com
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Another Nativity Story

In those days a decree went out from the Emperors in Washington and
Damascus that all the world should be embroiled in civil wars, so that their
spheres of influence might be extended. And many were driven from their own
towns by bombs and drones and tanks.
A man named Joseph fled from his shattered ruins of his home and business in
Syria across the harsh deserts to a refugee camp, where he knew no one. He
went with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child.
While they were in the camp, on their way to anywhere else, the time came for
her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son shortly before
dawn, while others slept, in a tent provided by an international aid agency. She
wrapped him in her own cloak to keep him warm through the bitter cold of a
desert night, and she laid him on the sand, because they had nothing else to
put him in.
In that camp there were armed militia patrolling among the tents. They kept
their faces covered and their guns ready, keeping watch for enemies who
might attack unwary refugees.
Then they heard in the night the cry of an infant. And they were afraid, lest the
infant’s cry should attract attention to their location. They said to each other,
“Let us silence this child before he can cause any trouble.”
But the stars shone as brightly as ever above them, and they seemed to hear a
voice saying inside them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good
news of great joy, to all in this camp and beyond it: for unto you is born this
night a sign of new hope. This shall be your sign: in a temporary dwelling, you
will find a child wrapped in his mother’s only cloak and lying on the sand.”
And the voice seemed to turn into a heavenly chorus, chanting, “Lā ʾilāha ʾillā
llāh; on earth, peace and goodwill to all!”
And the patrollers said to one another, “Allahu akbar! Let us see this miracle
that has taken place, even in the midst of war and death and despair.”
So they went among the tents and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying
on the sand. When they saw it, they were overcome by compassion. They
marvelled that a helpless infant, who would surely be a burden and a handicap
to his parents in their flight into an unknown future, could be so loved that his
mother would give the only thing that kept her warm in the desert night to her
child.

And they each held the child in their arms. They pulled down their masks to
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expose their lined and weathered faces, and muttered soothing sounds. And
the baby gurgled and smiled at them.
And they gave his parents what they could—their water bottles, some snacks,
and their warm coats. Then they went back out into the darkness just as dawn
crept over the eastern horizon.
And Mary treasured their kindness and pondered the experience in her heart.
But the patrollers told no one what they had seen and done.
Jim Taylor
Copyright © 2017 by Jim Taylor. Non-profit use in congregations and study groups, and links from other blogs, welcomed; all
other rights reserved.

Saturday 6th June, 2020 – A Church Away
Day to Shepherd’s Dene led by Rev. Paul
Dunstan, Superintendent of the Tynedale
Circuit.
Please book this date in your diary! For all
ages.
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Christmas Thoughts
Why have men forgotten
Our Saviour's lowly birth
When he came to us
To live with us on Earth
Folks rush around at Christmas
Wondering what to buy,
Should it be a box of Chocs,
Or yet another tie?
The gaudy Christmas lights
Blot out that wondrous star
The one the lowly shepherds saw
As they travelled from afar
Then peace and love will come to earth
And rejoice our Saviour's birth.
Peggy Halliday
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Christmas Prayer
We turn to thee O God in prayer
As Christmas time draws near
Help us to understand , O God
This world so full of fear

The word that came among us
is still with us today
So we must find the time, O Lord
To turn to You in prayer

Must we just stand aside and let
Men in one single blast
Destroy this world that you have made
With wonders that are vast

Then the Christmas message
which once the angels sang
Will ring once more across the Earth
Peace and goodwill to all men

If only men would turn to God
And really did believe
The answer to world problems
Is love and peace indeed

Peggy Halliday

But we must start ourselves, O Lord
To love each other more
And really try and understand
The folks that live next door
To strangers that have come to us
Across the sea to live
We must stretch forth our hands
and all our love to give
Our children must be given, Lord
A place of peace to live
And let us all at Christmas time
Review our lives indeed
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December Item-of-the-Month – Tinned
Vegetables
January Item-of-the-Month – Biscuits
Please donate 'normal' sized food items - the Food Bank staff are not allowed
to split packets of food, so 5kg bags of pasta are a challenge! Also, please feel
free to leave any unwanted plastic carrier bags beside the food bank box - they
are used to put the food in for the clients. If you would prefer to make a
financial contribution, you can make cheques payable to Newcastle West End
Food Bank, or you can transfer money directly to their bank account, or you
can post your donation to the treasurer’s address. There is an information
sheet in the folder attached to our Food Bank box in the worship area. For any
further details, please speak to Ruth, and thank you for your continued
support!

‘We have a wonderful new initiative coming up soon and we need your help......
we're planning to provide our clients with a few eggs every week.....what a
difference this would make to ensure healthy and varied meals.....we need to
collect 1000 + egg boxes......to fit 6 eggs and lovely and clean please.....instead
of recycling or throwing them away please give them to us.....let's all start
collecting and we need them as soon as possible. You can bring them to church
as usual, or bring them to The Venerable Bede Church on Monday or Thursday
9am - 3pm or The Foodbank Centre in Benwell on Tuesday or Wednesday 9am 4pm...... it's all eggstremely eggciting.....and your help would be
eggscellent........thank you!’
From the West End Food Bank Facebook page, 19.11.19

10

“Today salvation has come to this house…” – reflections on our autumn
theme of hospitality

Something new has struck me recently from the story of Zaccheus in Luke 19,
thanks to our small group and worship series on hospitality. Why doesn’t Jesus
say to the people outside Zaccheus’ home, “Today salvation has come to this
man”? Perhaps it may have been because Jesus is intentionally wanting to
draw their (and our) attention to the setting of this story and the part which
Zaccheus’ home plays in his ultimate transformation?

When I was a student having moved to the south coast from the Midlands, I
visited my local Methodist church in the hope that I might be welcomed and
find a home there. For two successive Sundays I attended morning worship but
not a single person either spoke with me after the services or invited me
through for coffee. So, I didn’t return for a third Sunday but went, instead, to
the local Baptist church.

After my first visit to Westbourne Baptist church I spent the afternoon at the
home of one of the Deacons and I remain grateful to the Chapman family for
their spontaneous act of hospitality that Sunday. You see, not only did they
feed me, but they shared their lives and faith with me.

I do realise that being such a widely spread city congregation means that
offering one another hospitality is not straightforward, but it does happen a
little. For example, our planning team for ‘Breakfast Church’ always meets in a
home and many of us who act as pastoral visitors experience warm hospitality
when we make our visits.

Hospitality is nothing new to Brunswick – it has been offered to people for
almost 200 years in one form or another. What about the hospitality given by
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our ‘open’ youth club which was led in the 1960s by the Leightons or the
opening of ‘Listening Post’ in the 1970s under the leadership of Janet Clark or
our Coffee Shop in the 1980s? We honour all of those who have been at the
heart of this hospitality – thank you if you are still doing this now!

What new forms of hospitality has God been guiding us into as a result of this
autumn’s series? Well, we enjoyed a quiz evening in October with food as our
students and young adults played the role of ‘hosts’ for us – well done! In
November we welcomed Lydia from ‘Shieldfield Art Works’ to lead us in a
worshipping form of hospitality and she returns in February to lead a KILN
evening for us. Then, in December, a number of our friends have felt called to
join our final ‘BFG’ session this year to make a tasty Christmas ‘turkey bap’ to
serve to our regulars as they join us in singing carols!

None of these three things would have happened without our autumn theme,
so ‘thank you’ to Rob for all the hard work he has put into the ‘hospitality’
booklet and in his encouraging us to get involved. Back, finally, to Luke 19…
from a hated collaborator with the enemy to one proclaiming forgiveness and
new life in Jesus Christ, Zacchaeus shows us the power of Jesus to truly
transform our lives. Alleluia to that!

Blessings as you offer hospitality this Christmas!
Paul
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Action Foundation – North East Charity of the Year!
For the last few years, I had been hoping that my boss,
Julian Prior, CEO and Founder of Action Foundation (AF),
could be the guest speaker at our annual Civic Coffee Morning, but the date
always clashed with our AF Christmas Party! Last year, however, I made sure to
liaise with our church office and with Julian, and the two events were
scheduled for different days! Julian spoke at the Coffee Morning last December,
and was very well received – as a result I was encouraged to write about our
charity in the February/March edition of this magazine.
What I have only recently
discovered though, is that
after Julian had finished
speaking last year, it was
suggested to him that we
could nominate ourselves
for the North East Charity
of the Year awards,
something that had never
really been on our ‘radar’
before, but we took the
advice, and nominated
ourselves in two categories – North East Charity of the Year, and Charity Leader
of the Year. In due course we heard that we had been short-listed for both, and
were therefore invited to a Gala Dinner at the Hilton in Gateshead on October
17th, when the results would be announced.
So an excited group, including some staff, beneficiaries, trustees and
volunteers, donned their best cocktail dresses and black tie dinner suits, and
headed off to the award ceremony! It was described as like being at the Oscars,
as the results were contained in gold envelopes, which were opened and the
results read out! Of the 11 categories, Charity Leader of the Year was the sixth
to be announced, and to our delight, Julian was the very deserving winner!
Having won that, it was thought unlikely we would also win the second award,
13

but we were wrong, and the last winner to be announced was Action
Foundation as the North East Charity of the Year! We are, of course, delighted,
and very grateful to everyone involved in our charity – the award is for all those
who make their contribution! It is also pleasing that this success can be linked
to the Civic Coffee Morning here at Brunswick, as this event is an excellent
place to meet people from many different walks of life in Newcastle and make
important and interesting connections!
If you would like to join us at our Christmas Celebration at CastleGate,
Melbourne Street, NE1 2JQ on 17th December from 12.00 to 2.00pm, you
would be very welcome! Or for more information about Action Foundation,
please ask me, or look at our website: https://actionfoundation.org.uk/
Ruth Colclough
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Brunswick Christmas

Our 2019 Christmas Card Collection has arrived!
The cards will be on sale from the Church Office
at the beginning of September and also via Coffee Shop and Church
from mid-October.

Each pack of 10 quality cards costs £2.00 or any 3 packs for a
discounted price of £5.00.

All profits will go to church funds
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Christmas Cartoon courtesy of Richard Jacobson
http://www.unchurching.com/cartoons
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Statement on political situation
The Revd Dr Barbara Glasson, President of the Methodist Conference, has
released the following statement regarding the current political situation.
It is right that there is a passionate debate about Brexit, but there is much
about the tone of the current debate that is concerning - sometimes it appears
that many are committed to win regardless of the cost.

Our nation flourishes when we are able to respect and love one another - even
those with whom we might fundamentally disagree. I am disturbed that the
current political situation is apparently eroding our ability to be a society that
nurtures such respect and love.
Our constitution is being tested. Opinions appear to have become more
entrenched and extreme as the scramble to win continues. The recent vitriol
and hatred expressed towards MPs across the political spectrum, who seek to
serve their constituents with diligence and integrity, is a deeply worrying
symptom of the recent discourse.
I pray that we can see past the chaos of the moment and focus on the kind of
society in which we wish to live. The yardstick for our actions should not be
“Does it help me win today’s battle?”, but rather whether it helps us create the
sort of society in which all of us can flourish.
God of bounty and brilliance
When public life is tarnished
When we fail to discern the common good
And when some shine at the expense of others,
Whatever our political allegiance and persuasion
Conform us to your will and your way
Taken from https://www.methodist.org.uk/about-us/news/latest-news/all-news/statement-on-political-situation/
27.09.19
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A Message from JPIT

General Election
We are almost two weeks into the campaigning period for
the General Election on December 12. In the first December
election since 1923, the UK is facing a lot of new challenges. Amidst a political
atmosphere that has been divisive, we are inviting you to ‘Love, Pray, Vote’ as
you engage in this election.

Why Love, Pray, Vote? We think that as Christians, we can show love in action
during this election by thinking about how our voice affects others, and using
this opportunity to listen to those around us as we seek to build God’s
kingdom.

Election support
The Joint Public Issues Team of the Baptist Union of Great Britain, the Church
of Scotland, the Methodist Church and the United Reformed Church (JPIT) are
publishing resources to help churches and individuals as we head towards
December's election. Resources are being uploaded throughout the campaign
and are available on their website:
http://www.jointpublicissues.org.uk/general-election-2019/
For example, resources can be found on holding a Hustings in your church, or
Policy Briefings on topics such as Public Services in England, Refugees and
Asylum Seekers, Climate Change, the Future Shape of the UK, etc.
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The last date before Christmas will be Saturday 21st December and the Coffee
Shop will re-open on Monday 6th January 2020
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Sorry We Missed You
Many of you will have seen, or at least
heard of, the latest film by Ken Loach, Sorry
We Missed You, in which we see the
difficulties of working on zero-hour
contracts in the so-called gig economy of
modern-day Britain. The story revolves
around a family of Mum, Dad, and teenage
son and daughter. Mum is a carer on a zero
-hour contract, travelling around Newcastle
on buses to visit her clients in their homes. Dad is a van driver, delivering mail
order parcels, supposedly running a franchise as a self-employed delivery
driver, but in reality getting deeper and deeper into debt and in thrall to a
heartless boss and a handheld scanner. As the film progresses, we see the
effect on family life of this set of very difficult, but sadly commonplace,
circumstances.

I saw this film soon after its release, and found it as good, and as depressing, as
I was expecting. However, about halfway through there was a moment when I
smiled and felt obliged to whisper to my sister! ‘Mum’ was at the bus stop, and
while waiting, was talking to her boss on her phone, explaining why she was
running late, and what the problems had been with the previous client which
had delayed her. Also waiting at the bus stop was none other than our very
own Chrissie - formerly our caretaker, now working part-time at Brunswick! In
the credits at the end she was described as ‘woman at bus stop’, and her role
was to sympathise with ‘Mum’ in good Geordie style! For me it was a happier
moment in an otherwise bleak film – Chrissie looked lovely, and of course we
all know that, in her case, caring for people and offering sympathy comes very
easily!
I spoke to Chrissie about this experience.
RC: How did you come to get this role?
CB: The director, Ken Loach, used Brunswick for casting etc for this film and also
for ‘I, Daniel Blake’, and as I was full-time caretaker at the time, I saw lots of
people, and developed a good relationship with the director and crew, making
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coffee, and even going out for lunch! Ken Loach asked me if I would like to be in
this film – he said that they’d come to know me and I’ve got confidence and
enthusiasm, so I said ‘yes’!
RC: How much were you told about what you’d have to do?
CB: Not much! I arrived at the bus stop and was miked up. I didn’t realise I
would have to say anything! I was just told that ‘Mum’ would break down and I
should use my imagination – there was no script and I used my own words. I
used my own wardrobe and overall it took two hours to film that short scene - it
was amazing to see how many people were involved!
RC: Did the shooting all go smoothly?
CB: They did three takes altogether, and in the final film some of it was cut, but
the funny thing was that while we were actually filming, some ‘ordinary
members of the public’ also got on the bus! Of course we just had to keep
filming, but after a few metres, the driver had to stop the bus and explain the
situation so that they could get off and wait for a ‘real’ bus!
RC: How did you find the experience overall?
CB: It was a great experience, the whole thing – how they made the film, how
many people were involved. And the food was lovely!
RC: Did you go to the premiere?
CB: Oh yes! It was at the Tyneside Cinema and I went with my daughter,
Rhonda. We sat with the cast and crew on the balcony and I had my photo
taken against a white wall. Ken Loach spoke to us – he really is a lovely guy, full
of spontaneity – and we also had a chat with the scriptwriter.
If you haven’t seen the film yet, I can recommend it, and now you know, you can
look out for ‘woman at bus stop’!
Ruth C
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The Covenant Service
At the start of the new year Methodists make a distinctive resolution.
The covenant service, often celebrated on the first Sunday of the year, is at the
heart of Methodists' devotion and discipleship, and their dedication in working
for social justice. In the service the Church joyfully celebrates God's gracious
offer to Israel that "I will be their God and they shall be my people".
This offer is then extended beyond Israel to all women and men in Jesus Christ,
who also provides the supreme example of what it is to live in such a
relationship with God.
That relationship primarily involves the corporate life of the community of
God's people (i.e. Israel; the Body of Christ). It is concerned with individuals
within that group.
What God offers is a loving relationship. The Covenant is not a contract in
which God and human beings agree to provide particular goods and services
for each other! It is not something that we have to do to create a relationship
with God. God has freely and graciously already made it possible.
Rather, the Covenant is the means of grace by which we accept the
relationship and then seek to sustain it. It is therefore not so much about
getting in to a relationship with God as it is about staying in it. It is not about
acquiring a relationship with God, but living within the loving relationship that
God has already offered us.
God's gracious offer to us is therefore simultaneously a challenge. If God is
committed to us, are we prepared to accept that as reality and commit
ourselves in return to God? Even if we do choose to accept it, how can we
manage to live out our commitment adequately, frail and human as we are?
The New Testament suggests that as we join the group of those seeking to
follow the way of Jesus, we respond to God's challenge with him and begin to
share his relationship with God as Father. Within the group of disciples, this
leads to his Spirit bubbling up in us as individuals, encouraging and enabling us
to live out our side of the relationship (i.e. "writing God's ways on our hearts"
as Jeremiah 31 describes the Covenant).
Taken from the website of the Methodist Church: https://www.methodist.org.uk/about-us/the-methodist-church/
what-is-distinctive-about-methodism/a-covenant-with-god/the-covenant-service/
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Journeying God, you have woven the pattern of your purpose in and out of the
fabric of our years with a precision and tenderness we have hardly noticed. As
we look back over the years of our life, we can see the movement of your
hand, the fruits of your love, the gentle unfolding of your purpose. Grant us
this day your grace that we may not snatch at your purpose for us, but rather
yield to the rhythm and flow of your love in our lives. We pray that the days
and nights, the weeks and months which are to come may truly belong to you
for we choose to journey with you.
In the year that lies before us, we pray for peace in all places of strife, for
wisdom and integrity for those who bear authority that justice may prevail. We
pray for our families, friends and neighbours that this year may be one of
harmony and blessing. Have mercy on all who face the future without hope
and draw near with comfort to those who suffer in body, mind or spirit. We
particularly hold before you all who have lost loved ones. Receive those who
have died suddenly and violently in human conflict or natural disaster into the
peace of your kingdom and grant them life eternal.
Sunday Worship, BBC Radio 4
1st January 2006

“I said to the man who stood at the gate of the year,
‘Give me a light that I may tread safely into the unknown.’
And he replied,
‘Go out into the darkness and put your hand into the hand of God.
That shall be to you better than light and safer than a known way!’
So I went forth and, finding the Hand of God, trod gladly into the night.”
He led me towards the hills and the breaking of day in the lone east.
So heart be still!
What need our human life to know if God hath comprehension?
In all the dizzy strife of things,
Both high and low,

By Minnie Louise Haskins
Pub 1908

God hideth his intention.”

In the Public Domain
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Forthcoming Dates for your Diaries:
Brunswick Club for Men: Tuesdays - 10:30am – Noon
December
3rd - Musical Entertainment
Speaker: The Three Wise Men
10th - Men’s Service
January

7th - North East Monologues, Poems & Drolleries
Speaker: Peter Weighill
14th - Captain Cook
Speaker: John Gibson
21st - Anthony Aloysius St John Hancock
Speaker: Prof Neville Harris
28th – The Merry Monarch

Speakers: Prof John Derry

Worship Leaders – December/January
December

9.15am / 10.45am

6.00pm

1

Breakfast Church followed
by Morning Worship both
led by Rob Wylie

Rev Janet Jackson

8

Rev Paul Cleever-Thorpe

Major Gotobed

Gift Service / Holy
Communion
15

Rob Wylie

Rev Paul Cleever-Thorpe
Holy Communion
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Rev Paul Cleever-Thorpe

Major Gotobed

Carol Service

Carol Service
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Worship Leaders – December/January
December
24

9.15am / 10.45am

6.00pm

12 Noon – Christmas Eve
Holy Communion
Led by Rev Paul Cleever-Thorpe
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10.30am – Christmas Day
Led by Rev Paul Cleever-Thorpe

29

Mrs Margaret Storey

No Evening Service

January
5

Rev Paul Cleever-Thorpe &

Rev Harold Stuteley

David Thornton
Covenant Service
12

Breakfast Church at
9.15am with Rob Wylie

Major Gotobed

Morning Worship at
10.45am with Mr Keith
Jones
19

Rev Paul Cleever-Thorpe

Circuit Service
Jesmond Methodist Church

26

Rev Ian White

Major Gotobed
Café Style Worship
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Student and Young Adults Bible Study – Tuesdays at 6.30pm
Brunswick Friendship Group (BFG) each Thursday at 4.30pm
Bible Study – First and Third Wednesdays monthly at 2.00pm
The Over 60s Luncheon Club each Friday at 12noon
The ‘Gathering’ – 3rd Tuesday Monthly at 1.30pm
‘Faith in the City’ – Alternate Wednesdays at 12.30pm (From 15th January
2020)

Other events in December and beyond
Wednesday 4th December 10.30am - Civic Christmas Coffee morning with our
guest speaker, Sally Noden - Children Services' Manager, Action for Children
Thursday 5th December 3pm - Hope & Remembrance service (planned with
staff and users from the charity, 'Changing Lives')
Gift Service Sunday 8th December 10.45am. This Advent we are collecting
toiletries for teenagers who are supported in our city by The Children's Society.
If you wish to bring these toiletries to our Gift service, there will be an
opportunity to bring these forward as we sing together. We are hoping to have
a member of staff from the charity present at this service to receive our gifts.
Thank you!
Pottery Bank’s Carol Service will be held on Monday 9th December
commencing with refreshments from 9.30 a.m. before the carol service starts
at 10.00am. It will last for approximately one hour. All are welcome.
10th December Human Rights Day www.un.org/en/events/humanrightsday
You are invited to a Breakfast Church Christmas Party on Saturday 14th
December, 1.30-3.30pm in Brunswick church hall. We'd like to extend a
particular invite to grandparents / parents/ guardians and their children (no
unaccompanied children, however). All ages are welcome to come along, not
just children! For more information, or to RSVP please talk to Clare, Lola, Rob,
or Paul.
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18th December International Migrants Day https://www.un.org/en/events/
migrantsday/
Holocaust Memorial Day 27th January 2020
Saturday 6th June, 2020 – A Church Away Day to Shepherd’s Dene led by Rev.
Paul Dunstan, Superintendent of the Tynedale Circuit. Please book this date in
your diary! For all ages.

Faith in the City
After some prayerful reflection we will begin again in the new year meeting
fortnightly from the 15th January. We will start at 12.30 and it will last no
longer than 20 minutes, so if you are in town and you would like an opportunity
to pause in the midst of your day or on your lunch break, then why not come
and join us. The dates are as follows:
15th January
29th January
12th February
26th February
11th March
25th March
8th April

Sanctuary is held on the second Sunday of every month at Jesmond Methodist
Church, from 7.15 to 7.45pm. We start with coffee, tea, snacks and time to
chat. Designed for students and young adults, there is nevertheless no age
limit on attendance! Currently people attend from Brunswick, Jesmond and
Trinity Gosforth.
What is it?
It is an informal, acoustic worship service, with extended time for sung
worship, including discussion and creative ways of responding to the passage
we explore. This year we are exploring Acts.
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BRUNSWICK METHODIST CHURCH
Brunswick Place, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE1 7BJ
Tel (0191) 232 1692
e-mail: admin@brunswickmethodist.org.uk
www.brunswickmethodist.org.uk
Ministry Team: Rev Paul Cleever-Thorpe, Mrs Chris
Carroll and Mr Rob Wylie
Submissions for the next edition (Feb—Mar) are
welcomed
Please forward these to Ruth Colclough or the Church
Office
by 19th January 2020
You should state clearly if the contribution is original
or indicate the source for copyright purposes
Due to limited space we cannot guarantee to include all
submissions

All photographs used with permission
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