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Stand at the crossroads 

and look, 

Ask for the ancient paths, 

Ask where the good way is, 

And walk in it, 

And you will find rest for 

your souls. 

Jeremiah 6 v 16 
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Dear Friends,  

 

It wasn’t really until Stephen Shipley, the BBC Producer, announced ‘four 

minutes’ that I felt a tinge of nervousness. The BBC staff made their way 

out of the church building for their production lorry parked outside leaving 

me and Liesl, the congregation and the Salvation Army Band behind – we 

waited in silence. Another voice, ‘two minutes’, 

tension built as it repeatedly dawned on me that in a 

few seconds, from our city centre church in the far 

North East of England, we would be leading 1.4 

million people across the nation in a live act of 

worship! The red light flashed, then disappeared and then re-appeared, 

fixed. I hesitated for a split second while my brain reminded me that this 

was it, we were on, ‘Good morning and welcome to Brunswick Methodist 

Church in the heart of Newcastle upon Tyne….’.     

 

I reflected that, not in thirty years and 

more of travelling the length and 

breadth of the country and to various 

parts of the world on horseback or 

boat or carriage did Mr Wesley preach 

to as many people as I did in that forty 

minute service – the wonder of 

modern technology. You can, I think, 

be fairly confident that had the radio 

been available to Mr Wesley he would almost certainly have used it to 

convey the Gospel to as many as possible.  

 

We have all been so heartened by the many messages and letters, 

emails, cards and even gifts expressing heartfelt thanks and deep 

appreciation for the service. It really was all worth it and I express my 

sincere thanks to Ruth Colclough, whose idea it was, and to our 

musicians and congregation who played and sang so wonderfully. At the 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&docid=LHITfQjvKlAcsM&tbnid=zoQoP2Vh_gx81M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://insideoutart.co.uk/tag/radio-cafe-oswestry/&ei=DcM9UpYuwaDRBee-gfgJ&bvm=bv.52434380,d.ZGU&psig=AFQjCNHmTJ0QzsQ_1l0XONztqigrfZJKBA&ust=1379865725467465
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=JqNx87wRuuBQoM&tbnid=yNO1BvtRjFgL3M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.bbc.co.uk/arts/yourpaintings/paintings/john-wesley-17031791-riding-a-horse-whilst-reading-a-book-80686&ei=X8M9UqKLHeXI0AXaxoGoCw&bvm=bv.52434380,d.ZGU&psig=AFQjCNEqnn4_5QbcgcJ2eGELNmwLNcWC_g&ust=1379865802744939
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end of the service we were all able to say that we had truly worshipped 

God, and I think that’s what came across, at least I pray it was. 

 

And so our new Methodist Connexional year had begun. We had already 

welcomed our new Deacon Liesl Warren, husband Richard and son 

Nicholas, in a wonderful service of praise and dedication, and following 

the Circuit Meeting this past week we shall welcome back Chris Carroll, 

who joins the team as Church Based Community Worker. As many of you 

will already know I have asked Marion Mountain to assist in pastoral care 

with West Moor and St Andrew’s. Marion has been a wonderful colleague 

here at Brunswick and really  stepped up to the mark when Eunice was 

unexpectedly moved to Queen’s, and I am so pleased that she will 

continue to serve in the Circuit for this year. Liesl will take the pastoral 

lead here at Brunswick and I know that she has already written to all our 

Pastoral Visitors. So, a new team is in place and already we have met 

together to pray, plan and prepare. Shortly we shall meet with the Church 

Leadership Team and together we shall reflect upon where we are and 

what our hopes and aspirations are for the future.  

 

As I have already shared in my sermons I believe 

God has led us to a new crossroads. Behind us 

there is so much to be thankful for, so much to give 

God glory for, but now we must choose again the 

new pathway. It was God speaking through 

Jeremiah the prophet who said to the Israelites: ‘Stand at the 

crossroads and look; ask for the ancient paths, ask where the good 

way is, and walk in it, and you will find rest for your souls.’ This call 

is both a personal call, for all of us must seek our own pathway with God, 

but I believe it is a community call too, a call to the whole people. And so, 

over the next few weeks, we shall explore through preaching and bible 

study and prayer just where is the way that God is 

leading us, for we dare not miss our way.   

   

I want to challenge you as you read this to think about 

your calling. How is Christ calling to you? Sometimes it is 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=-Z-NeRhLH59yMM&tbnid=CvADUd2rgoJXiM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.spc-intheworld.com/agenda/crossroads-2/&ei=6MM9UumTOKap0QXe4oH4BA&bvm=bv.52434380,d.ZGU&psig=AFQjCNHS9c1qKBA05_LFHtsq53YI3_OPrQ&ust=1379865957922736
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through good times, easy times, times of plenty but, quite often, I find 

God’s call comes to us through challenge and difficulty. Quite often God’s 

call is to step out into the unknown and to trust him completely, and so I 

want to encourage you that if you have never put your hand into the hand 

of Christ to do so. Or if you feel that your faith is burning low, that you 

have perhaps wandered from the path that Christ invites you to journey 

with him, then hear again his call to you and stretch out your hand to the 

one who is able to hold you and lead. 

 

We dare not miss our way, nor would we want to miss our way, for I 

believe that God has so much more that he wants to reveal to us, so 

much more that he wants to bless us with. 

 

So, we have broadcast to the nation and, judging by the response, it was 

a good thing to have done, but now we are the ones who need to tune in, 

tune in to God, to hear his call to follow and to be bold and confident and 

courageous in our response. 

 

May God richly bless you now and in these coming days. 

 

Eden 
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16 
This is what the Lord says: 

“Stand at the crossroads and look; 

    ask for the ancient paths, 

ask where the good way is, and walk in it, 

    and you will find rest for your souls. 

    But you said, ‘We will not walk in it.’ 
17 

I appointed watchmen over you and said, 

    ‘Listen to the sound of the trumpet!’ 

    But you said, ‘We will not listen.’ 
18 

Therefore hear, you nations; 

    you who are witnesses, 

    observe what will happen to them. 
19 

Hear, you earth: 

    I am bringing disaster on this people, 

    the fruit of their schemes, 

because they have not listened to my words 

    and have rejected my law. 
20 

What do I care about incense from Sheba 

    or sweet calamus from a distant land? 

Your burnt offerings are not acceptable; 

    your sacrifices do not please me.” 

Jeremiah 6: 16 – 20 
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October / November Theme Preaching 

October 6
th
  

Rev Eden Fletcher 

‘Choose the Pathway’ 

 

 

October 13
th
  

Rev Eden Fletcher 

‘Walk on the Pathway’ 

 

 

October 20
th
  

Rev Dr Peter Philips 

‘Prayer for the Pathway’ 

 

October 27
th

  

Rev Eden Fletcher 

Pastoral Visitors Dedication Service 

‘Companionship and Friendship’ 

 

November 3
rd

  

Rev Eden Fletcher 

‘Holy Spirit – Empowered for the Journey’ 
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Young Adults and Global Family 
 

Welcome to all new and returning students to Newcastle! 

It’s the start of the new academic year and we are ready to welcome 

those that have been enjoying the summer away or are coming to 

Newcastle as new students.  

This year we have some new ideas and changes to our programme for 

young adults here at Brunswick. 

On the first Wednesday of the month there is the d-church@Newcastle 

event. D-church is an alternative worship which originated online on 

facebook (the D stands for digital). It is currently meeting at Brunswick 

and is open to anyone who is interested in exploring a fresh or different 

mid-week style of church.  

We are also planning to run Student Alpha – The Alpha Course goes 

through the basics of the Christian faith: ‘Who is Jesus?’; ‘Why did Jesus 

die?’; ‘Why and how do I pray and read the Bible?’; ‘Who is the Holy Spirit 

and what does the Holy Spirit do?’ etc. We are going to run Student Alpha 

on the 3
rd

 Wednesday of every month and it will be both a refresher 

course for those who already have faith and an introductory course for 

those exploring what the Christian faith is all about. Student Alpha is an 

opportunity to welcome friends who are interested in Christianity to come 

along and learn more. 

 

We will still be gathering on alternate Wednesdays for regular Global 

family meetings, food and social activities. 

 

We look forward to seeing you! 

 

Jill Foster 
  

 

 

 



9 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Global Family activities: 
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October - November 2013  

Newcastle Chinese Methodist Church  

“New Hope New Challenge”  

If you have been walking around city centre recently, you will notice there 

is a huge rise of Chinese and international overseas students on the 

streets. Majority of those come from China and South-East Asia. Many of 

the Chinese restaurants nowadays are all rammed-packed as well, with 

crowds of Chinese people flooding the Chinese supermarkets constantly. 

This sudden rise of Chinese students coming over to Newcastle for their 

further and higher education has also brought a boom to the economy 

within our community.  

Because of this demand, as a Chinese church located in the heart of the 

city, we have a vision to evangelise and serve these new comers. Hence 

on our regular Sunday services, we open our doors to all Chinese 

speakers. Currently, we are also running a few projects which aim to 

serve these Chinese students namely ‘Stand by Me’ which is a mentoring 

scheme. This scheme requires British local mentors to help with these 

Chinese students on a one-to-one basis, and we hope that we will gain 

the support from you all in helping to make this project another successful 

one this academic year.  

In September, we have also recruited a new student 

worker, Joann Ng, who will be serving the Chinese 

students in our community. She graduated from Durham, 

Newcastle and Northumbria University and has since 

been working for us as an intern. She has gained some 

valuable experience over the years and we have full-faith 

in her that she will excel, as she has compassion and a 

strong calling to serve within our community.  

Please remember to keep us in your prayers!  

God Bless, Rev Lawrence Law 
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Church News 
 

Action for Children 
The total amount raised during the last church year was £1,043.24 
(including £40.24 from the Coffee Shop Collecting Box). 
Thank you all for your support. 
Nancy Chapman 
 

 
 

Brunswick will be hosting the Young Pianist of the 
North International Piano Competition between 
Wednesday 27th and Saturday 30th 
November.  This is the 6th annual competition and 
since 2008 nearly 200 pianists representing 29 
countries and three continents have participated.  
  
Many of the competition sessions will be open to 
the public on a ticketed basis and it will be a great opportunity to listen to 
some up and coming young pianists playing on a beautiful Grand Piano in 
the Church.  
  
As the competition spans four days many of the judges, competitors and 
their families will become familiar faces around the building and will no 
doubt experience the wonderful hospitality that we deliver here at 
Brunswick.  
  
More details will follow in the notices as the competition gets closer. 
 

 
 
A CD of the service broadcast on Radio 4 from Brunswick on September 
8th is available from the Church Office. We are not permitted to sell these 
because of copyright laws, but a donation of £2 to offset the cost of 
producing the CD would be welcome! Any donations above that amount 
will be put towards Church Funds, as the BBC suggest. Many thanks. 
  

 

 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=H-FqOUKChKiy8M&tbnid=3Bz2J-IeVlyfeM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.salisburycathedral.org.uk/news.archive.php?id=180&ei=svZFUua_FomQtAaP64D4DA&bvm=bv.53217764,d.bGE&psig=AFQjCNELKeeOK5c6Om35_AsZGIEnkxW6lA&ust=1380403238548917
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Presentation of the British Empire Medal to David Scott 
by Her Majesty's Lord Lieutenant of Tyne and Wear, Nigel 
Sherlock Esq, on Tuesday 1st October 2013 at Brunswick 
Methodist Church. The Medal is in recognition of David's 
services to music at Brunswick and in Newcastle upon 

Tyne over more than 40 years 
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The Radio 4 Broadcast 
 
On Sunday 1

st
 January, 2012 (yes, twenty twelve!), the Sunday Worship 

broadcast on Radio 4 came from All Souls Church in Langham Place in 
central London. I listened to the broadcast, as I do most Sundays, and, 
for various reasons, didn’t like it too much! Later on that morning, at 
Brunswick, as we were preparing for New Year’s Day worship, I asked 
Eden if he had also heard it. He had, and he too hadn’t particularly 
enjoyed it, for similar reasons! I then said to Eden ‘You know, we could do 
that. We’ve got lots of good people here – shall I make enquiries?’ Eden 
and the Church Leadership Team said ‘yes’ (a decision we may have 
come to regret at times!) and thus started a long and sometimes tedious 
and trying dialogue with the BBC, attempting to persuade them that we 
were perfectly capable of broadcasting an act of worship on Radio 4, 
despite not being Church of England, and therefore not ‘ticking some of 
the boxes’ with which the BBC are familiar. 
 
From our initial enquiry, via the BBC website, in January 2012, to finally 
confirming a date for the broadcast, took until 6

th
 November 2012! Two 

significant things in our favour were the fact that the BBC hardly ever 
venture to the North East of England, and our regular united worship with 
the Salvation Army. The initial date suggested was June 16

th
 2013, but 

that had to be changed when it turned out it clashed with the G8 Summit! 
Eventually we agreed on September 8

th
, despite this not being really ideal 

for the Salvation Army because of their annual ‘Big Collection’. A small 
committee started to meet on a more-or-less monthly basis, from April 
2013 onwards, to plan the hymns, readings, musical arrangements, 
readers etc, as well as the practical arrangements connected with the 
technical side of the broadcast, parking, rehearsals, sound, refreshments, 
the announcement to go in the Radio Times and on the BBC website, and 
so on!  
 
On 21

st
 May our ‘Planning Meeting’ was attended by Philip Billson (Series 

Producer, Music and Worship Radio, BBC Religion and Ethics) and John 
Cole (Senior Audio Superviser, BBC Radio Outside Broadcasts). They 
were impressed by our beautiful worship area and lovely new foyer, by 
our magnificent organ, and, arguably most importantly, by the work that 
goes on here in the city centre every day. It was felt that this work of 
mission and Wesley’s call to social holiness should be central to the 
theme of the broadcast service. 
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And so, the service gradually came together. Eden worked hard 
producing a script; Ernest Young and the music team worked on the 
hymn arrangements and the music booklets; Fiona liaised with the BBC 
technical team (we needed a new ISDN line!); and sundry other details 
were attended to. 
 
On Saturday 7

th
 September, at about 11.30am, a large BBC lorry drew up 

outside Brunswick, and the whole thing started to become scarily real! A 
large number of overhead microphones were installed in the worship 
area, huge boxes were brought up in the lift and plugged in in the apse, a 
red ‘cue light’ was positioned in the front of the church. By 3pm all was 
prepared, our producer Stephen Shipley had arrived, the congregation 
were seated, and we were ready to rehearse! After singing through all the 
hymns, listening to the readers, and making a few adjustments, we were 
ready for a complete run-through of the whole service, without 
interruption. Everyone rose to the challenge and the service went without 
a hitch, except that, when we had finished, Stephen Shipley informed us 
that the service was too short – by a full four minutes and six seconds! 
How to fill that time? The psalm given in the lectionary was Psalm 139, 
which was read in its entirety by David and Jill, and we restored a verse 
each to two of the hymns! This did the trick, and we all retired to our 
homes, ready for an early night and an early alarm call the next day! 
 
Sunday 8

th
 September dawned, and we started to arrive at church from 

6.45am, only to find a power cut in the centre of Newcastle! This was 
something that had not been foreseen! Colin was on hand, and he 
eventually found out from the electricity company that they had indeed 
turned off the power in order to carry out planned work – they just hadn’t 
told anyone! We were told that power would be restored at 8.30am – ‘too 
late’ Colin said! ‘We’re doing a live broadcast at 8am!’ Power was 
restored! After a quick run-through of some of the links, and some singing 
to warm our voices, we were ready! The BBC team retired to their van, 
and we were left to watch the red cue light, which Eden did, and at ten 
past eight his voice could be heard not only in Brunswick, but in the 
homes of 1.4 million people up and down the UK, welcoming everyone to 
our service in Newcastle! The timing was impeccable, the singing full of 
joy and enthusiasm, the band on top form, the readers and preacher 
word-perfect, and the organist – well, David’s always brilliant! 
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Since the broadcast we have received a great deal of very positive 
feedback, some of which you can read here. The BBC have been in touch 
and thanked us for our committed people and our warm welcome. The 
service was indeed a reflection of our church’s worship, and we have the 
opportunity to do it all over again in 2015! Well, it took 21 months to get 
this one organised, so maybe we’d better start now…! 
 
There were lots of people involved in the whole process, and everyone 
has already been thanked, but it bears repeating – everyone’s 
contribution meant that it went as well as it did, and it is much 
appreciated. Let us hope and pray that, after all our time and effort, 
somewhere amongst those 1.4 million people, some were touched by 
God’s love and transforming power.  
 
Ruth Colclough 
 

Radio 4 Broadcast - excerpts from letters and e-mails 
received  
 
‘What a pleasure it was to hear your service – just how a Sunday service 
should be…..Unfortunately I am not always able to get out to the church 
on Sundays now, but I never miss a service on Radio 4. It is always a 
great pleasure to hear a service such as yours which makes me feel more 
‘at home’.’ Ms DMS, Dorset 
 
‘What a superb service I have just enjoyed from your church. The singing 
was at all times energetic with good diction….The spoken words were 
beautifully clear, sincere and moving to hear. Well done to all concerned.’ 
Mrs PB, Nottingham 
 
‘I write to say how much we appreciated the worship time on Sunday. The 
service came over so well and portrayed a community committed to 
Jesus and open to all. You made the listener feel included and genuinely 
wanting us to know about Jesus. Thank you to all who participated.’ Mr 
CS, Truro 
 
‘I listened to Radio 4 on Sunday and was very impressed by the prayers 
you composed because they reflect my 86 years of experience of wanting 
inclusion rather than discrimination – one of the aims of the Council of 
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Europe….However, what I wanted to say is that the prayers were in tune 
and the reference to Lindisfarne an added bonus. What a treasure!’ Mr 
GO 
 
‘Thank you very much for the uplifting service broadcast this morning.’ Mr 
DGB 
 
‘I just wanted to say how much I enjoyed the service this morning.’ Mr 
MH, Northants 
 
‘Thanks for a great service. Encouraging, inspiring and up-beat. Well 
done and many blessings.’ Ms CB, Sheffield 
 
‘An inspiring act of worship. Well preached. Love and blessings to the 
Brunswick family. Glory to God!’ Rev Steven Wild, Cornwall Methodist 
District Chair 
 
‘The service was really great, address, readings and singing were super.’ 
Ms JG 
 
‘Well done to everyone. My folk at church said how good it was to have 
the service from a Methodist church – great singing, well led and 
inspirational preaching.’ Rev Tim Morris, Superintendent Minister, 
Ashbourne Methodist Circuit 
 
‘Congratulations Eden, to you and all the folks with you, for a wonderful 
contribution to Radio 4’s Sunday morning output. You did NE Methodism 
proud.’ J&NC, Newcastle 
 
‘Just a note to you and all at Brunswick to say ‘thank you’ for the service 
broadcast on Radio 4 this morning. [We] appreciated your lead and 
words, and the whole act of worship.’ Rev Donald Ker (Sarah Tall’s Dad!) 
 
‘Thank you for an uplifting and challenging service, God bless you all.’ 
S&HR 
 
‘Well Done! What a lovely happy morning service also with a challenge! I 
pray any unbelievers will find Jesus love through this service. May God 
bless your church and city and each one who took part. Love in Jesus.’ 
Ms CS, Plymouth 
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‘I felt that I must write to thank you for this morning’s Radio 4 service. It 
was a joy to hear a genuine ‘Methodist’ service with excellent singing and 
direct, simple biblical preaching. From experience I know how much effort 
is needed when preparing for these broadcast services and I thought that 
you might like to have this brief note of appreciation. We pray that God 
will continue to bless your varied ministry at Brunswick.’ Rev Prof DDW, 
Sussex 
 
‘Well done Eden and team on a very good service. I know how much hard 
work and stress goes into them, but worth it with such a good result.’ Rev 
Martin Turner, Superintendent Minister, Methodist Central Hall 
Westminster 
 
‘The service was very well-planned and it was good to have a mix of 
hymns and songs and I gained great strength from the readings, 
especially the psalm. [Eden’s] word was arresting and had a liveliness not 
often heard on the 8.10am service! Thank you so much for a good 
Methodist service. If it did nothing else, it moved me.’ Mrs MS, Fakenham 
 
‘Many thanks for a joyous service on Radio 4 on Sunday.’ 
 
‘I write to say how much I enjoyed the service last Sunday. It was really 
good in every way. I did enjoy the words you spoke….Bless you and all 
your church.’ Ms MG, Dewsbury 
 
‘Well done for the clear readings, great music and interesting sermons.’ 
Mrs VC, Dumfries 
 
‘It truly was a lovely service and a couple of people I know from [my] 
church thought so too. Psalm 139 is really my favourite psalm, so I was 
lucky.’ Mrs SN, Ipswich 
 
‘What worked for me was the Good Samaritan story of the young man 
who had fallen among the dangers of night life in Newcastle. That was as 
powerful as the Good Samaritan story my mother used to tell me as a 
little boy….It was ‘alive’ and a great lift to the spirit. Please convey my 
congratulations.’ Mr JCB, Southampton 
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‘The service flowed beautifully. Good and practical preaching, lovely 
singing and choice of hymns so thank you to all involved...hope Radio 4 
visit you again.’ Ms CW, Portsmouth 
 
‘I listened to the service at home. It was superb and a wonderful tribute to 
Brunswick. It really was great but must have involved a lot of time and 
effort. Well done!’ Ms AY, Newcastle upon Tyne 
 
‘The music was truly inspiring, and the message not only very pertinent, 
but also easy to understand and listen to. The fact that you unite with the 
Salvation Army is also wonderful, not ‘us’ and ‘them’, but ‘we together’.’ 
Ms ES, Co Durham 
 
‘I wished to say how very much I enjoyed your service last week. I loved 
the last hymn which was new to me. It was so infectiously happy with a 
marvellous tune and rhythm.’ Ms SA, Surrey 
 

E-mail received from our Producer, Stephen Shipley 
 
Dear Ruth 
  
Just a note to thank you once again for all the effort you put into the 
preparation of Sunday’s broadcast.  As you know, I was delighted with the 
way it all came together, and there’s been a lot of very positive reaction to 
the service.  Please pass on my thanks and good wishes to everyone 
who took part, particularly Eden for his lively and engaging talks, the 
excellent readers and of course all the musicians.  I hope you were happy 
with the whole weekend process and that you felt the broadcast was a 
good reflection of the church’s worship.  As I said to several people on 
Sunday morning, it was very enjoyable working with such a committed 
group of people – and you made us very welcome. 
  
Do let us know what other reactions you’ve had – and if you’ve got 
another idea for a broadcast – probably for 2015 – then don’t hesitate to 
be in touch. 
  
With best wishes 
 Stephen   
(The Revd Canon) Stephen Shipley  
Producer, BBC Religion and Ethics  
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Food Bank News 
 

Elena 
 
Elena is originally from Romania, but has been living in Benwell for four 
years with her husband and their three children, aged 11, 9 and 9 
months. Along with several members of their extended family, they left 
Romania because of the lack of employment there. However, they now 
find that they cannot get work here either, apart from casual work on a 
day-to-day basis. ‘We need to do something for the children’.  
 
Elena used to sell the Big Issue. She would buy magazines to sell, but if 
she didn’t sell them, she lost the money. When she did manage to sell 
them, ‘it was very good’. But now she has a baby she can no longer do 
this. Her husband has a driving licence, but cannot find work as a driver, 
although he is ‘looking all the time’. ‘I hope, I am positive all the time’ says 
Elena.   
 
One day Elena met a friend of hers on the street who told her about the 
West End Food Bank (WEFB). Elena came to the Food Bank without a 
referral voucher and was told that she could only get a food parcel if she 
were referred by a recognized agency. Elena obtained a voucher and 
returned to WEFB where she was given enough food for three days for 
her and her family.  
 
Since then Elena has been back three times. However, on these 
occasions not for a food parcel, but simply in order to help as a translator 
for the many Romanian-speaking clients who visit WEFB. She was asked 
if she would be willing to do this, and she came willingly. Sometimes, of 
course, there are more Romanian-speaking clients than others, but Elena 
waits, in case she can help.  
 
When asked why she no longer needed food parcels, she said that she 
could see that there are other people in greater need than she is, but also 
because she had done some cleaning work a couple of days earlier, and 
so had a little money. She does, however, owe her children’s school £200 
for school meals and they need to spend £60 on school uniform for their 
eldest child who starts high school in September. 
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Elena and her family are able to claim child benefit, but this does not 
cover rent, utilities, milk, nappies etc. The food she received from the 
Food Bank helped the family during a difficult time, but now Elena is 
giving something back by helping as a translator.   
 

 

 
 

 

From the September newsletter: 

 

 

SMART Supporting Migrants, Asylum Seekers & 

Refugees Together  

 

SMART staff have a full caseload at the moment, a real mixture of cases: 

Romanian families needing work and benefit support; individual young 

people who are NEET and have been for over a year; non EU migrant 

families whose visa applications are being refused and appeals taking a 

very long time to be assessed leaving families living in poverty. Many of 

our families have been supported by the West End Food Bank. Our 

thanks go out to the staff and volunteers at the Bank who welcome every 

family and treat them with the greatest of respect. 

 

Food Bank Items-of-the-month: 

October – Rice Pudding and Tinned Meat 

November – Breakfast Cereal and Jars of Coffee 

 

Thank you! 
 

 

 

 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=s3WPihv10_719M&tbnid=tfzZXiDsTpgD1M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://alternativestoteaching-couk.webs.com/thethirdsector.htm&ei=TGszUuT3OMWV0AWO54DYDw&bvm=bv.52164340,d.ZG4&psig=AFQjCNFWYrDyXN1VoYRhcnP5VtOw4ck_vA&ust=1379187912856892
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News from ‘Singing the Faith’ website: 

Singing the Faith: Compact / Presentation Edition 

In response to high demand, this more compact music edition 
is printed on fine, Bible paper with gilded page edges and an 
imitation leather cover (dark red only). It is the same page size 
as the current music edition, but is lighter to hold – weighing 
881g. We have seen an advance copy and it looks great!  

Publication: October 

Price: £50 plus p&p 

 

 

News items from the Methodist Church website: 

 
News Release 

 

 
03 September 2013 
       

Can your church beat last year’s Advent success? 

Churches are being invited to register their support for the 2013 Advent 
offering taking place on 1 December this year.  

Last year, offerings from hundreds of churches across the Connexion 
enabled projects like the Plymouth Foodbank to supply food to thousands 
of people. With poverty at its highest level since the Second World War, 
support for mission at home is needed more than ever. The Mission in 
Britain Fund aids the fight against poverty in the UK, chaplaincy, sharing 
the gospel, ministering opportunities at Methodist Heritage sites and the 
use of church properties to serve local communities. 

Victoria Ireland, Fundraising Manager, said: “After the success of the first 
Advent Offering last year we are really excited to see how church support 
will grow this year. The Mission in Britain Fund supports so many 
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worthwhile projects; it’s a great way to give to a variety of kingdom-
building work with a single donation. Make sure that your church doesn’t 
miss out on being part of this special date in the Methodist calendar – 
save the date today: Sunday 1st December 2013.” 

The Crown Centre in Stonehouse Plymouth is a Methodist outreach 
project that encourages social interaction and education. It is also the 
base for the Plymouth Foodbank and the Oasis Project: a community hub 
set up by the Plymouth Methodist Circuit to host an internet cafe and 
external catering, training and development opportunities. Since 
September last year, the Plymouth Foodbank has given out three days 
worth of food to 5,900 people. A film launched today by Methodist Mission 
in Britain shows the difference that last year’s Advent campaign made to 
people struggling with poverty.  

Staff and volunteers at the Crown Centre also help clients to become 
members of the team themselves. Alison Casey received a national 
volunteering award for inspiring 70 new recruits during her time at the 
centre. She became a Plymouth City Councillor in 2011 and was invited 
to meet the Queen in July this year. “The Crown Centre offers people a 
sense of belonging,” she said. “I would probably have gone to prison if it 
were not for the Crown Centre.” 

Be the first to receive details of the Mission in Britain Advent Offering 

materials by emailing missionfunding@methodistchurch.org.uk or calling 

020 7467 5117. 

 

 

Press Release 
 

The Methodist Church and the Church of England move closer to 
unity 
 
The Joint Implementation Commission (JIC) of the Church of England 

and Methodist Church in Britain has called for “Church leaders and 

decision-making bodies to make the Covenant a priority in order to bring 

our Churches closer together in mission and holiness”. 

 

In a major report the JIC calls on both Churches to consider the impact 

mailto:missionfunding@methodistchurch.org.uk
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that the 10-year-old Anglican Methodist Covenant has made on their 

relationship, to rejoice in the progress that has been made and to face 

together the challenges of mission.    

 

The JIC is inviting feedback on the findings of the report. Over the next 

few months, various national and connexional bodies of the two Churches 

will be reflecting on the report in order to discern how to move forward 

into the next phase of the Covenant journey. Comments and submissions 

are being invited by 31 January 2014.  

 

Proposals for the next phase of implementation of the Covenant will then 

be presented to the General Synod and the Methodist Conference in July 

2014. 

 

 

2 September 2013 

 

New era of learning for the Methodist Church 

 

The Methodist Church has formally launched the biggest change in 
generations to how and where it offers training, learning and 
development, according to lead staff working for the new Discipleship and 
Ministries Learning Network. Once up and running, it will offer greater 
opportunities for training for lay ministry and service. The Learning 
Network was set up as a direct result of decisions taken at Conference 
2012 and recommendations in the Fruitful Field report. Its development 
follows a year of scrutiny and debate in the Council and other governance 
bodies, as well as online and in the letters page of the Methodist 
Recorder.  
 
The changes will result in more staff being based regionally than before. 
Staff will work out of Cliff College and the Queen’s Foundation in 
Birmingham, as well as in home or regional offices. Jude Levermore, 
Head of Discipleship and Ministries, said “By having more Connexional 
Team members in the regions, we can combine the strengths of being a 
Connexional church with the strength of local mission. Being closer to 
where people are allows the Church to get the best out of what is already 
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happening and what will be developed. We have a growing group of 
talented, skilled and professional people. The potential is huge.” 

The new work will cover the full range of church life under the broad 
headings of Discipleship, Ministry and Church & Community. Said Jude: 
“this is a response to the challenge of being a ‘Discipleship Movement 
shaped for Mission’. If a church needs more home group leaders, how are 
they trained and resourced? If a circuit wants to focus on youth ministry, 
or develop the skills of the circuit leadership team, where do they find 
help? If changing demographics means a church needs to engage with 
Inter Faith work for the first time, how can they know they are getting the 
best and most up to date materials? To be a vital, growing church, we 
need to be a learning church. ”One of the key aspects of the Learning 
Network is that it will be shaped by and responsive to local needs. So in 
each of the 11 training regions there will be conversations between the 
regional coordinators and the chairs of the districts in that region and 
other District officers. These will produce learning and development work 
plans for each region. Network staff will engage with superintendents and 
circuit meetings to enable local needs to be heard and suitably 
incorporated into the plan. 

Paul Taylor, Director of Learning and Development (Regions), said: “Each 
region has different needs, which vary by geography, demographics and 
local vision. So we want to listen to the regional and local needs along 
with the things that are identified as being Connexion-wide.” 

Revd Canon Dr David Hewlett, Principal of the Queen’s Foundation said: 

“We are delighted that the Queen’s Foundation, along with our friends at 

Cliff College, is part of this new era in Methodist learning and 

development. As an ecumenical college, with 24 academic staff and over 

400 registered students, including 150 who are preparing for ordained or 

authorised ministries, we are committed to bring the widest range of our 

research and experience to all those we work with.” 
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6 September 2013 

A Church Call to Action: Justice For Bangladeshi Garment Workers 
 
The Church of Bangladesh Group gathered at the Methodist Central Hall 
Westminster on 5

th
 September to launch a campaign and advocacy 

resource pack that calls for global justice, wage justice and living justice 
for Bangladeshi garment workers.  
 
A harrowing account of the Rana Plaza building collapse was shared by 
Bangladeshi garment worker, Monika Hambrom, via Skype. Monika was 
working on the 6th floor of the Rana Plaza in Savar on the day the 
building collapsed. She described how the workers had told the manager 
about the cracks in the building the day before the tragedy and that they 
had been told to go home that day but to come in the following day when 
they would also be able to collect their wages. This was the day the 
factory collapsed and Monika was left seriously injured. Over 1000 others 
were left dead. Monika Hambrom said: “I cannot sleep since the collapse 
of the building - it still comes to me in my dreams. I want to continue my 
work but in a safe place and for a just wage.” 
 
Speakers at the launch event included the Very Revd John Christie, 
Church of Scotland; Dr Daleep Mukarji OBE, Methodist Church in Britain; 
Bishop Paul Sarker, Church of Bangladesh; Monika Hambrom, 
Bangladeshi Garment Worker, as well as Nick Debois MP. 
 
The Very Revd John Christie, said: “It was not until the dreadful tragedy 
at Savar that it became clear to me, that for the Church, silence is no 
longer an option.” In reference to Bishop Sarker’s letter following the 
tragedy he added: “the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland 
voted unanimously to instruct its World Mission Council to undertake an 
ecumenical consultation with the Church of Bangladesh and other 
member churches of the Bangladesh Group to raise awareness and 
campaign for significantly improved workplace safety, conditions and pay 
for garment workers."  
 
Since 2005 an estimated 1,800 Bangladesh garment workers have been 
killed in factory fires and collapses. Dr Daleep Mukarji, said: “we as a 
Church need to take sides and be prophetic, this is about justice.” He 
further highlighted that the garment industry in Bangladesh consists 
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mainly of female garment workers; adding: “education, money and power 
in the hands of women will always make a change.” 
 
Dr Daleep Mukarji, Very Revd John Christie and Nick Debois MP 
reminded listeners that the launch is not about boycotting but about safety 
improvement and social justice. As Advent approaches the Church of 
Bangladesh Group is calling for action. They ask consumers when they 
shop to send a letter and ask the necessary questions to high street 
stores about where clothes are manufactured and what the conditions are 
like for people working in those factories. 
 
1,131 people died and 2,500 were injured when the eight story Rana 
Plaza collapsed at Savar, Bangladesh. Bishop Paul Sarker, said: “we 
should thank God for those who survived the Savar tragedy, but 
remember those who were injured and deceased.”  
 
Taken from the Methodist Church website http://methodist.org.uk/ 

 
 

Churches gather in London for the World Methodist Council Meeting 

 

Approximately 300 people from the World Methodist Council member 

Churches met at Wesley’s Chapel, London in September for the World 

Methodist Council Meeting. This is a worldwide association of 77 member 

churches representing over 75 million Methodist, Wesleyan and related 

Uniting and United Church members. 

 

Bishop Ivan Abrahams, general secretary of the World Methodist Council, 

said, “We are sisters and brothers in a shared faith, and these events 

help to remind those of us on or affiliated with the Council that the world 

doesn’t end with our local church, or even our own denomination. Instead 

we come together to remind ourselves that individually we are corks in a 

vast sea, but together we are a vast ship navigating the sea.”  

 

The meeting offered an opportunity for churches to discuss various topics 

including: social justice, ecumenical relationships, family life, education 

and evangelism. 

http://methodist.org.uk/
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Remembrance Sunday 10
th

 November 2013 
 
They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old: 
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.  
At the going down of the sun and in the morning, 
We will remember them. 
 
When You Go Home, Tell Them Of Us And Say, 
For Your Tomorrow, We Gave Our Today 
 
 

Collect for Remembrance Sunday 
 
Eternal God, in whose perfect realm no sword is drawn but the sword of 
justice, and no strength known but the strength of love: guide and inspire 
all who seek your kingdom, that peoples and nations may find their 
security in the love which casts out fear; through Jesus Christ our 
Saviour.  Amen.  

 

 

 

Brunswick News 2013/14 
 

 
 

Issue Deadline for 
submissions  

Theme Publication 
Date 

Dec / Jan 17.11.13 Christmas 
and New Year 

01.12.13 

Feb / Mar 19.01.14 Lent 02.02.14 

Apr / May 23.03.14  06.04.13 

 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=DLU14yma6tn7FM&tbnid=bVAYlU6EixexVM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Remembrance_poppy&ei=XKZGUr-RJIGJtQaakIDYBA&bvm=bv.53217764,d.Yms&psig=AFQjCNEd0HCOr-y-kCDlDTx3DIewOaCO1w&ust=1380448187649466
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September – October 2013 

Dear friends in mission 
 
"In his covenant God promises us new life in Christ. For our part we promise to 
live no longer for ourselves but for God." (from the Methodist Covenant Service) 
As we start the new Methodist year, it gives us a chance to recommit ourselves 
to the work of God’s church not just in our own communities but to those 
further afield. Recently the World Methodist Council met in Wesley’s Chapel, 
London. Together the Council represents over 80 million people of the 
Methodist and Wesleyan traditions.  
 
Often it is Methodist churches that are key providers of education which, in 
many communities, offers hope and promises of new life. We can support that 
work in many ways including assistance with staffing and leadership, and 
through the placement of Mission Partners. Please pray especially for this work 
and those working in education that so often find themselves without the 
resources required. 
 
The World Church Relationships Team 

 

“And now what are you waiting for?” 

The Conference of European Churches (CEC) brings together 140 churches 

throughout the continent. It was founded in the 1950s and helped 

communication between churches of East and West Europe. Since the fall of 

Communism it has worked on issues of church-state relations as well as 

doctrinal dialogue and on public issues including migration. It meets every five 

years in an assembly and works in smaller meetings and through a secretariat in 

between. 
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Colin Ride, co-moderator of CEC’s Revision Working Group, attended the 

fourteenth CEC General Assembly in Budapest in July with the theme And now 

what are you waiting for? In a report for the Methodist Recorder, Colin wrote: 

“The main task of the General Assembly was to consider the Uppsala Report, 

the report of the CEC Revision Working Group, established at the thirteenth 

General Assembly in 2009. The Uppsala Report (so named after the city in which 

its final meeting was held) proposed both a road map for CEC’s future and a 

new constitution for the organisation. 

“The challenge, as posed by the Uppsala report, is how the new Governing 

Board will act in the interest of all members, will find new ways of building trust 

between churches, and how CEC as a whole will be renewed in its vision and 

mission as it seeks faithfully to live out the gospel of Jesus Christ.” 
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FOR YOUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS  
  

During October – RESOURCES IN OUR WORLD 
 

6th October Give thanks for those who risk their lives in the 

gathering, production and delivery of our food...... 

13th October Those who care for our environment... Members of 

organisations such as Friends of the Earth, 

Greenpeace and Ethical Consumer..... 

20th October Those who do not have enough to eat, not only in other 

countries but also in Britain...those who give to the 

Food Bank and those who distribute the goods... 

27th October All those who offer their personal resources to their 

neighbours and their local community.... 

 

 

 

During November – CONFLICT AND PEACE  
 

3rd November Remember broken families – divided communities. Pray 

for listening, understanding, tolerance and 

forgiveness..... 

10th 

November 

Those with painful memories, those living in fear every 

day.... those working for peace and reconciliation..... 

17th 

November 

On Prisoners’ Sunday - those wrongly imprisoned, 

Prisoners of Conscience... those who care for prisoners 

and help them resettle.... 

24th 

November 

Give thanks for the work of the United Nations. Think 

of those who are working to bring together those in 

conflict because of their beliefs...  
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Forthcoming Dates for your Diaries: 
 

Tuesday Circle: Women’s Fellowship, Tuesdays - 2:15pm 
 

October  

1st   Jean Edusei, Ghanaian Children 

Chairwoman: Myra Dow 

8th  Moira Copeland, The Isle of Iona 

Chairwoman: Muriel Green-Steele 

      15th  Rev T Hurst, Previous Minister at Brunswick 

Chairwoman: Catherine Ward 

      22nd  Marion Chirnside, Nursing as a Career 

Chairwoman: Margaret Hall 

      29th  Sonia Graham, Age UK 

Chairwoman: Margaret Steel 

 
November    

      5th  Quiz 

12th  Humorous Extracts 

Chairwoman: Muriel Green-Steele 

19th   Prof John Derry – from Crisis to Victory 

Chairwoman: Margaret Hall 

26th  Stephen Richardson – International Students Centre 

 

December 

 

3rd  Christmas Party 
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Brunswick Club for Men: Tuesdays - 10:30am – Noon 
 

October  

1st  Astronomy in History – Chairman: Bill Pattinson 

8th   Incredible India – Chairman: Donald Williamson 

15th Foch, Architect of Victory – Chairman: John Herdman 

22nd  In Sickness and in Health – Chairman: Peter Aughton 

29th  The Irish Yukon Gold Rush – Chairman: John Saul 

 

 

November  

5th  India’s Golden Triangle 

Chairman – Peter Lambert 

12th 

 

A Victorian Sunday (with music) 

Chairman – Bill Pattinson 

19th  Indian Wildlife 

Chairman – Donald Williamson 

26th   Suburbs of Newcastle 

Chairman – John Herdman 

  

December  

3rd  The Christmas Story in Art 

Chairman – Peter Aughton 

10th   Men’s Service 
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Worship Leaders – October / November 
 

October 10.45am 6.00pm 
6th  Rev Eden Fletcher Rev Eden Fletcher 

13th Rev Eden Fletcher Major Antony Mugford 
20th Rev P Phillips Rev Eden Fletcher 
27th  Rev Eden Fletcher Rev Eden Fletcher &   

Major Antony Mugford 
   

November 10.45am 6.00pm 
3rd  Rev Eden Fletcher Rev Eden Fletcher 

10th  Major Antony Mugford & 
David Stabler 

Major Antony Mugford 

17th  Rev Glynn Lister Rev Neil Cockling 
24th  Rev Eden Fletcher Major Antony Mugford 

   
   

 

 
Flower Rota – Oct/Nov 
 

October    

6th  Harvest Harvest 

13th Mrs M Oakley Ann Stothert 

20th  Mrs S Yellowley Gail Nichol 

27th   Mrs S Crodden June Appleyard 

November   

3rd  Mrs E Timperley Ann Stothert 

10th Miss G Nichol Gail Nichol 

17th  Mrs J Atherton Jane Atherton 

24th   Mrs M Scott Ann Stothert 
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Prayer Meeting (in the Foyer Prayer Chapel first 

Saturday of the month) 

 
November   

2nd  10.30am – 11.30am  

December   

7th 10.30am – 11.30am  

January   

11th  10.30am – 11.30am  

 

 

 

 

 

Young Adults (Global Family) each Wednesday at 6.30pm. 

Brunswick Friendship Group (BFG) each Thursday at 4.30pm.   

Bible Study each Wednesday at 11am and each Thursday at 5.00pm. 

The Over 60s Luncheon Club each Friday at 12 noon with a speaker on the first 
Friday of each month.   
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BRUNSWICK METHODIST CHURCH 
 

Brunswick Place, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE1 7BJ 

Tel (0191) 232 1692  

e-mail: admin@brunswickmethodist.org.uk 

www.brunswickmethodist.org.uk 
 

Ministerial Team: Rev Eden J Fletcher, Deacon Liesl Warren, 

Jill Foster and Chris Carroll 

 

 

 

 

Submissions for the next edition (December - January) are welcomed.  

Please forward these to Ruth Colclough or the Church Office  

by 17th November 2013.  

 

You should state clearly if the contribution is original 

or indicate the source for copyright purposes.  

 

Due to limited space we cannot guarantee to include all submissions. 

 

 

 

mailto:admin@brunswickmethodist.org.uk
http://www.brunswickmethodist.org.uk/

